
Civ il Union - Good Ne ws for Lesbian Mamas
B y  M o n a  G r ee n ba u m, M i c h ae l  H e n d r i c k s an d  E m i n é P i y a lé-S hea r d

O n  T h u r s da y  Fe b r ua r y  2 1 st, 2002  Jus t i ce  M i n i s t e r  Pau l  B é g i n  c l ose d  t he  pa r l i a me n ta r y  
hea r i n gs  o n  c i v i l  u n i o n  w i t h  so me  c l ea r  p r o n o u n ce m e n ts  o n  w h a t  he  w o u l d  re c o m m e n d  
t o  t he  g o v e r n m e n t.   A c c o r d i n g  t o  t he  M i n i s t e r, he  w as  dee p l y  m o v e d  b y  t he  tes t i m o n y  
(par t i c u l a r l y  o f  t he l esb i a n  m o t h e rs an d  o f  t he y o u n g  ad u l t s w h o  w e r e  ra ise d  i n  sa me-se x  
h o useh o l ds).  H e  w as  de l i g h t e d  b y  t he  p ra c t i ca l  su g ges t i o ns  o f f e re d  b y  t he 56 b r i e f s  t ha t  
w e r e  p resen te d.   H e  su m m a r i z e d  t he  o p p os i t i o n 's  p os i t i o n  i n  a  f e w  l i n es  w i t h  l i t t l e  
c o m m e n t  an d  t he n  w e n t  o n  at  g rea t  l e n g t h  ab o u t  t he  e x i s t i n g  resea r c h  t ha t  i n d i c a tes t ha t  
c h i l d r e n  ra ise d  b y  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  a re  eq ua l  i n  e ve r y  sense  t o  t h ose  ra ise d  b y  
he te r ose x ua l  c o u p l es.  H e  e ve n  re pea te d t he res u l ts o f  a re p o r t  b y  t he A m e r i c a n  A c a de m y  
o f  Pe d i a t r i cs  t ha t  su r v e y s  resea r c h  c o n d u c te d  o n  t he  c h i l d r e n  o f  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  o v e r  
t he c o u rse o f  t he pas t 20 y ea rs.
 
O n  t he  d o w n  s i de, L i b e r a l  j us t i c e  c r i t i c  M i c h è l e  L a m q u i n-E t h i e r, spea k i n g  f o r  he r  pa r t y, 
e x p resse d  o p p os i t i o n  t o  t he i d ea o f  i n c l u d i n g  f u l l  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts  i n  an  e ve n t ua l  l a w.  S he 
rec o m m e n de d  y e t  an o t he r  pa r l i a m e n t a r y  hea r i n g,  sta t i n g  t ha t  t he  i ss ues  w e r e  t o o  
c o m p l i c a te d an d  ha d n o t  been ade q ua te l y  de ba te d.   

F i n a l l y  a f t e r  w h a t  see me d  l i k e  an en d l ess w a i t, t he ne w  l a w  w as ta b l e d o n  T h u r s da y  A p r i l  
25 t h, 2002.  B i l l  84, “A n  A ct instituting civil unions and establishing new rules of 
filiation”  i s  p resen t l y  be i n g  c o ns i de re d  b y  t he  N a t i o n a l  A s se m b l y  o f  Q u e be c. T h e  L M A  

has spen t m u c h  o f  t he m o n t h  o f  M a y  c o n v i n c i n g  t he L i b e r a ls o f  t he nee d f o r  su c h a l a w  t o  
p r o te c t  o u r  f a m i l i es  an d  c o u p l es. W e  ha v e  m e t  w i t h  a  n u m be r  o f  l i b e r a l  pa r t y  de p u t i es, 
i n c l u d i n g  Jean  C h a res t  an d  ha v e  sen t  h u n d re ds  o f  c o p i es o f  l e t t e rs  an d  m e m o i r s  t o  t hese 
p o l i t i c i a ns.   O n  M a y  8 t h  w e  an d  o t he r  m e m be rs  o f  t he  Q u e be c  C o a l i t i o n  f o r  t he 
R e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Sa me  Se x  C o u p l es  m e t  w i t h  t he  l i b e ra l  ca u c us  i n  t he  N a t i o na l  A s se m b l y  
an d  o n  M a y  1 5 t h an d  1 6 t h p rese n te d  i n  a  sec o n d  p u b l i c  c o ns u l t a t i o n  i n  t he  N a t i o n a l  
A s se m b l y. W e  h o pe  t ha t  i n  t he f i n a l  v o t e  a l l  3 pa r t i es w i l l  v o t e  u na n i m o us l y  f o r  t h i s  b i l l , 
as w as t he case i n  1 999 f o r  B i l l  32, w h i c h  re c o g n i z e d sa me-se x  c o m m o n  l a w  pa r t ne rs. 

B i l l  84  re p rese n ts  t he  m o s t  c o m p re he ns i v e  at te m p t  e ve r  m a d e  i n  C a na da  t o  l e g i s l a te  a 
c o n j u ga l  re g i m e  o f f e re d  t o  b o t h  o p p os i t e an d  sa me se x  c o u p l es.  I f  i t  passes, Q u e be c  w i l l  
b e c o m e,  a f t e r  H o l l a n d,  t he  m o s t  p r o g r ess i v e  p l a ce  f o r  ga ys  an d  l esb i a ns  t o  l i v e  i n  t he  
w o r l d.  U n l i k e  t he  o n l y  o t he r  C a na d i a n  re g i m e  o f  t h i s  t y p e, pa r t ne r  re g i s t ra t i o n  i n  N o v a  
S c o t i a, t he p r o p osed  C i v i l  U n i o n  at te m p ts  t o  i n c l u de  a l l  o f  t he “e f f e c ts  o f  m a r r i a ge” t ha t  
a re w i t h i n  p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n.  N a t u r a l l y, s i n ce m a r r i a ge, d i v o r c e an d  i m m i g r a t i o n  a re 
f e de ra l  o r  f e de ra l-p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o ns, t he b i l l  d oes n o t  d i r e c t l y  ad d ress t hese l a w s.
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A description of Bill 84

T h e  E n g l i s h  v e rs i o n  o f  B i l l  84 i s  36 pa ges l o n g, w i t h  1 7,500 w o r ds; i t  l e g i s l a tes c ha n ges 
an d  ad d i t i o ns  t o  54  d i f f e r e n t  l a w s  i n  t he  C i v i l  C o d e  c o m p ose d  o f  h u n d re ds  o f  a r t i c l es. 
T h e  b i l l  i s  i n  “o m n i b us”  f o r m,  i.e. i t  l i s ts  de ta i l e d  c ha n ges  o r  ad d i t i o n s  t o  t he  te x ts  o f  
e x i s t i n g  l a w s.  F o r  e xa m p l e, B i l l  84 sta tes t ha t  t he Q u e be c  M a r r i a ge  L a w,  A r t i c l e  365 o f  
t he  C i v i l  C o de,  w h i c h  n o w  sa ys  m a r r i a ge  i s  “be t w ee n  a  m a n  an d  a  w o m a n”,  w i l l  b e  
m o d i f i e d  t o  rea d t ha t m a r r i a ge i s “be t w ee n  t w o  pe rs o ns”.

Pa r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  i n  t he  w r i t i n g  o f  B i l l  84,  an d  i n  res p o nse  t o  t he  sug ges t i o ns  o f  
P i e r re V a l o i s  t he P res i de n t  o f  t he Ta b l e de c o n ce r t a t i o n  des ga is e t l esb i e n nes d u  Q u é be c, 
i s  t he  te r m i n o l o g y  used  t o  desc r i b e  t he  v a r i o us  f o r m s  o f  re c o g n i z e d  c o n j u g a l  re l a t i o ns  i n  
Q u e be c.  I n  t he  E n g l i s h  v e rs i o n, t he  w o r d  “sp o use” i s  used.  H e n ce f o r t h, t he re  a re  t h ree  
k i n ds  o f  sp o uses  i n  Q u e bec:   m a r r i e d  spo uses,  c i v i l  u n i o n  spo uses  an d  c o m m o n  l a w  
sp o uses.   I n  t he  F r e n c h  v e rs i o n,  t he  te r m  “c o n j o i n t-e”,  a  m o r e  m o d e r n  v e rs i o n  o f  t he  
te r ms  “ép o u x ”  o r  “ép o use”,  i s  used.   T h i s  g ua ra n tees  eq ua l  f o o t i n g  f o r  a l l  c o u p l es  i n  
e ve r y d a y  l a n g ua ge.  

Contents of Bill 84

B i l l  84  at te m p ts  t o  c rea te  pa ra l l e l  r i g h ts  an d  o b l i g a t i o ns  f o r  c o m m i t t e d  c o n j u ga l  
r e l a t i o ns h i ps,  e i t h e r  m a r r i e d  o r  c i v i l  u n i o n e d.   T h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  Jus t i ce  o f  Q u e be c,  M e  
Pau l  B é g i n,  t o o k  v e r y  se r i o us l y  t he  re c o m m e n da t i o ns  o f  t he  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps  t ha t  
p resen te d  i n  pa r l i a me n t  an d,  i n  t he  f i r s t  v e rs i o n  o f  t he  b i l l  p r ese n te d  t o  t he  N a t i o n a l  
A s se m b l y, w e  f i n d  t he f o l l o w i n g  i n c l us i o ns:

• C i v i l  u n i o n  w i l l  b e ac cess i b l e t o  b o t h  he te r ose x ua l  an d h o m ose x ua l  c o u p l es.
• T h e  r i g h t  t o  “ f i l i a t i o n”  i s  g ra n te d  t o  sa me  se x  c o u p l es. “ F i l i a t i o n”  i s  t he te c h n i c a l  

te r m  i n  c i v i l  l a w  f o r  t he l e ga l l y  r e c o g n i ze d re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n  pa re n t  an d  c h i l d. 
• I n  s i t ua t i o ns  o f  ass is te d  p r o c r ea t i o n, t he  spo use  o f  a l esb i a n  b i o l o g i c a l  m o t h e r  i s  

en t i t l e d  t o  ha v e  he r  na me  en te re d  o n  t he  b i r t h  ce r t i f i c a t e  o f  t he  c h i l d.   A s s is te d  
p r o c r ea t i o n  i s  de f i n e d  as an y  p r o c r ea t i o n  w h e re  a t h i r d  pa r t y  i s  i n v o l v e d  w h e t he r  
i t  i s  t h r o u g h  t he  use  o f  a  spe r m  ba n k  o r  w i t h  a  k n o w n  d o n o r, p r o v i d i n g  t ha t  t he  
d o n o r  d oes n o t  c la i m  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts.

• F o l l o w i n g  t he  su g ges t i o n  o f  N i c o l e  Pa q ue t te  p res i de n t  o f  t he  L e s b i a n  M o t h e rs  
A s s o c i a t i o n, f o r  f a m i l i es  w i t h  c h i l d r e n  w h o  w e r e  b o r n  be f o r e  t he b i l l  w a s  passed, 
n o n-b i o l o g i c a l  p a re n ts  w i l l  h a v e  3  y ea rs  a f t e r  t he  pass i n g  o f  t he  b i l l  t o  re g is t e r  
t he i r  n a me o n  t he c h i l d ’s b i r t h  ce r t i f i c a te, re ga r d l ess o f  t he age o f  t he c h i l d.

• T h e  r u l es  f o r  ad o p t i o n  a re  m o d i f i e d  t o  be  c l ea r  t ha t  sa me  se x  c o u p l es m a y  ad o p t  
as a c o u p l e.

• T h e  r i g h t  t o  c o nsen t  t o  m e d i c a l  ca re  f o r  a  sp o use  w h o  i s  n o t  capab l e  o f  m a k i n g  
h i s/he r  o w n  m e d i c a l  de c is i o ns  i s  n o w  o f f e re d  t o  a l l  sp o uses, n o  m a t t e r  w h a t  t he 
re g i m e  (pre v i o us l y, t he  o r de r  o f  p r i o r i t y  w as  m a r r i e d  spo use, pa re n ts, o t he rs, i.e. 
u n m a r r i e d  spo uses).
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• S i n ce  t he  d i v o r ce  l a w  is  f e de ra l  an d  d oes  n o t  re c o g n i ze  c i v i l  u n i o n  c o u p l es, B i l l  
84  o f f e rs  an  a l te r na t i v e  m ea ns  o f  d i ss o l v i n g  t he  l e ga l  re l a t i o ns h i p  v i a  m e d i a t i o n  
b y  a  n o t a r y  (a spec i a l  k i n d  o f  l a w y e r  i n  c i v i l  l a w);  h o w e v e r,  f o r  c i v i l  u n i o n  
c o u p l es  w h o  ha v e  c h i l d r e n,  o r  w h e re  t he re  i s  a  se r i o us  d i f f e re n ce  o f  o p i n i o n, 
re c o u rse t o  t he c o u r ts i s o b l i g a t o r y.

What does this mean for our children?

F o r  l es b ia n-headed  f a m i l i es  t he  ne w  l a w  m ea ns  t ha t  w h e n  t he re  i s  n o  l e ga l  f a t he r  i n  
o u r  c h i l d r e n’s  l i v es,  b o t h  m o t h e rs  w i l l  h a v e  f u l l  p a re n ta l  r i g h ts  an d  resp o ns i b i l i t i es. 
W e  w i l l  h a v e t he p oss i b i l i t y  t o  p u t  b o t h  m o t he rs’ na m es o n  t he c h i l d ’s b i r t h  ce r t i f i c a t e. 
I f  a  c h i l d  i s  b o r n  t o  a  l esb i a n  c o u p l e  t ha t  ha v e  g o ne  t h r o u g h  a c i v i l  u n i o n  ce re m o n y, 
t he  n o n-b i o l o g i ca l  m o t h e r  w i l l  au t o m a t i ca l l y  be  c o ns i de re d  l e ga l  pa re n t.  T h i s  m ea ns  
t ha t  t he n o n-b i o l o g i c a l  p a re n t  can  s i g n  m e d i c a l  o r  sc h o o l  d o c u m e n ts f o r  t he  c h i l d  an d  
can  t ra v e l  w i t h  h i m  /her ac r oss i n te r na t i o na l  b o r de rs.  S he i s  a ls o  g ua ra n tee d  v i s i t a t i o n  
r i g h ts  i f  t he  c o u p l e  b rea ks  u p.  L i k e w i se  t he re  i s  an  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  pa y  c h i l d  sup p o r t  i f  
t he u n i o n  i s d i ss o l v e d.  F i n a l l y, i n  t he absen ce o f  a w i l l , he r  c h i l d r e n  w i l l  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
be be ne f i c i a r i es o f  he r es ta te.

P u b l i c  ad o p t i o n  an d  f o s te r i n g  i n  Q u e bec  w i l l  a ls o  be c o m e  m u c h  m o r e  st ra i g h t f o r w a r d  
an d  access i b l e  o n  b o t h  E n g l i s h  an d  F r e n c h  s i des.  W e  are  a ls o  e x pec t i n g  t ha t  t h i s  w i l l  
p os i t i v e l y  i n f l u e n ce o u r  ac cess t o  a l l  f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i cs.  I f  i t  d oes n ’ t  w e  w i l l  ta k e a re j e c t i o n  
t o  t he h u m a n  r i g h ts c o m m i ss i o n. 

F o r  w o m e n  w h o  ad o p t  a c h i l d  i n te r na t i o na l l y, o n ce t he p r o b a t i o n  pe r i o d  i s  o v e r, t he n o n-
l e ga l  pa re n t  sh o u l d  be ab l e t o  ad o p t  t he c h i l d  t h r o u g h  t he c o u r ts, b y  m ea ns o f  an ad o p t i o n  
b y  spec ia l  c o nsen t.   A  p re ce den t  has  a l rea d y  bee n  se t  f o r  t h i s  i n  O n t a r i o  an d  sh o u l d  g o  
t h r o u g h  s m o o t h l y  i n  Q u e be c.  I m m e d i a te  t w o-pa re n t  ad o p t i o n  w i l l  s t i l l  be  i l l e ga l  o n  t he  
i n t e r na t i o na l  l e v e l  be ca use o f  t he  l a w s  o f  t he  ad o p t i v e  c o u n t r i es  o f  o r i g i n, w h i c h  a re, so 
f a r, d i s c r i m i n a t o r y.

Grey areas in the civil union legislation

T h e  c o m p l e te  rea d i n g  o f  t he  ne w  b i l l  i s  n o t  o v e r  an d,  be ca use  o f  t he  l e v e l  o f  de ta i l,  
t h o r o u g h  v e r i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  be  ne cessa r y.  A t  p resen t, L a  C o a l i t i o n  p o u r  l a  re c o n na issa n ce 
des  c o n j o i n ts  e t  c o n j o i n t es  de  m ê m e  se xe  i s  d o i n g  t ha t  w o r k.   M o r e o v e r, o n l y  o n ce  t he  
l a w  has  been  passed,  w i l l  t he  c o m m u n i t y  be  ab l e  t o  m eas u re  t he  i m p a c t  i t  has  o n  
C a na d i a n  i m m i g r a t i o n  l a w s  an d  o n  t he spec i a l  i m m i g r a t i o n  p o w e rs g ra n te d  b y  C a na da t o 
Q u e be c.

Political/judicial perspectives

B i l l  84  d oes  n o t  ad d ress  m a r r i a ge  i t se l f,  w h i c h,  u n de r  t he  C a na d i a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n,  i s 
f e de ra l.  W h i l e  i t  d oes g ra n t  a l l  t he sa me r i g h ts an d res p o ns i b i l i t i es o f  m a r r i a ge i n  Q u e bec  
p r o v i n c i a l  l a w, i t  ca n n o t  o f f e r  “ ma r r i a ge”.  T h us, t he  l e ga l  bas is  f o r  a C h a r t e r  c ha l l e n ge  
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based  o n  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  m a r r i a ge  f o r  sa me  se x  c o u p l es  re ma i ns  v a l i d.   I t  d oes, 
h o w e v e r,  e l i m i n a te  a  m u l t i t u de  o f  l e ga l  d i s c r i m i n a t i o ns  i n  e ve r y da y  l i f e  f o r  sa me  se x  
c o u p l es w h o  ha v e  f o r m e d  a c i v i l  u n i o n.   A n d, u n l i k e  o t he r  pa r t ne r  re g is t ra t i o n  sc he m es, 
i t  o f f e rs  t he  r i g h t  t o  a  p u b l i c  ce re m o n y  o f  t he  u n i o n,  a  f i r s t  f o r  h o m ose x ua l  c o u p l es  
(outs i de o f  m a r r i a ge w h i c h  e x i s ts i n  H o l l a n d  o n l y).  T h i s  m ea ns t ha t a c i v i l  c o u r t  j u d g e o r  
l i ce nse d  re l i g i o us  o f f i c e r  o r  (some t h i n g  ne w) an  e le c te d  m a y o r  ca n  pe r f o r m  a c i v i l  u n i o n  
ce re m o n y. 

H o w e v e r, t he  f a c t  t ha t  b o t h  he te r ose x ua l  an d  h o m ose x ua l  c o u p l es  m a y  a va i l  t he mse l v es 
o f  c i v i l  u n i o n  d oes  n o t  c ha n ge  t he  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  na t u re  o f  t he  f e de ra l  m a r r i a ge  l a w. 
Sa me  se x  c o u p l es a re st i l l  de n i e d  t he c h o i ce  o f  m a r r i a ge an d  t h is  m u s t  be  res o l v e d  at  t he 
f e de ra l, n o t  t he p r o v i n c i a l, l e v e l.  T h us, t he Q ue be c  l a w s u i t, n o w  a w a i t i n g  t he de c i s i o n  o f  
t he c o u r t, w i l l  c o n t i n u e.

Key disadvantages of civil union over marriage

• I n e q ua l i t y  o f  sta t us  –  A l t h o u g h  t he  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  has  d o ne  e ve r y t h i n g  
w i t h i n  i t s  p o w e r  t o  g i v e  us  r i g h ts  w e  a re  st i l l  de n i e d  ac cess  t o  t he  i ns t i t u t i o n  o f  
m a r r i a ge  w h i c h  i s  u n de r  f e de ra l  j u r i s d i c t i o n.  T h i s  de n i a l  r e i n f o r ces t he  v i e w  t ha t 
w e  a re sec o n d-c l ass c i t i z e ns. 

• P o r ta b i l i t y  –  a c i v i l  u n i o n  i s  a p r o v i n c i a l  c i v i l  s ta t us  an d  w i l l  o n l y  be  re c o g n i z e d  
w i t h i n  Q u e be c.   Sa me-se x  c o u p l es  i n  Q u e be c  w h o  ha ve  re g is te re d  t he i r  
r e l a t i o ns h i p  w o u l d  l ose  a l l  t he i r  r i g h ts  w h e n  v i s i t i n g  f r i e n ds  o r  f a m i l y  i n  an o t he r 
pa r t  o f  C a na da.  M a r r i a ge  i s  re c o g n i z e d  ac r oss C a na da.  T h e  f u n da m e n t a l  h u m a n  
r i g h ts  o f  C a na d i a ns  sho u l d  n o t  de pe n d  o n  w h e re  i n  t he  c o u n t r y  t he y  ha p pe n  t o  
l i v e.  I n t e res t i n g l y  h o w e v e r, t he b i r t h  ce r t i f i c a te o f  t he c h i l d  ca n  t ra v e l  an y w h e re. 
I t  m a y  e l i c i t  f u n n y  l o o k s b u t  i s l e ga l l y  b i n d i n g.

• I m m i g r a t i o n  - i m m i g r a t i o n  i s  o ne  a rea  w h e re  m a r r i a ge  c o n t i n ues  t o  m a t t e r  m o s t. 
E v e n  u n de r  re ce n t  f e de ra l  i m m i g r a t i o n  re f o r m s, he te r ose x ua ls  ha ve  an  au t o m a t i c  
r i g h t  t o  sp o ns o r  a m a r r i e d  pa r t ne r t o  i m m i g r a te; sa me-se x  c o u p l es d o  n o t.  C a na da 
rec o g n i z es  m a r r i a ges  f o r  i m m i g r a t i o n  p u r p oses;  i t  p r o b a b l y  w i l l  n o t  r e c o g n i z e 
c i v i l  u n i o ns.  

• O u r  en t i t l e m e n t  t o  ce le b ra te o u r  l o v e o n  eq ua l  te r ms, an d  k n o w  t ha t i t  i s v a l u e d b y  
t he soc i e t y  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e.

• A s  a p r o v i n c i a l l y  based  re g i m e,  t he re  i s  n o  g ua ra n tee  o r  e ve n  i n d i c a t i o n  o f  h o w  
t he  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  dea l  w i t h  c i v i l  u n i o ns  i n  f i s ca l  an d  i n  (those  f e w) 
l e ga l  i ss ues  t ha t  c o n ce r n  t he  f e ds.  O r  pe r ha ps  t he y  j us t  w o n ’ t, so  t h is  w i l l  be  a 
pe r m a ne n t  sou r ce o f  u ne q ua l  t rea t m e n t.

Social advantages of civil union -why it matters

C h i l d r e n  o f  sa me-se x  c o u p l es a re st i l l  be i n g  st i g m a t i ze d  at sc h o o l  an d  w i t h i n  soc i e t y, j us t  
as  i l l e g i t i m a te  c h i l d r e n  w e r e  a  f e w  y ea rs  ag o.   O u r  f a m i l i es  ha v e  ha d  f i r s t  ha n d  
e x pe r i e n ce o f  t h is rea l i t y, an d  o v e r  t he y ea rs, w e  ha v e ha d  t o  e x p l a i n  t he u ne x p l a i n a b l e t o  
o u r  c h i l d r e n  w h e n  t he y  ha ve  c o m e  h o m e  f r o m  sc h o o l  i n  tea rs, v i c t i m s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  
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f r o m  pee rs  an d  teac he rs  a l i k e.   I n  2002, i t  i s  h i g h  t i m e  f o r  t he  c h i l d r e n  w i t h  sa me-se x  
pa re n ts t o  ha v e t he i r  l e g i t i m a te sta t us re c o g n i z e d b y  t he sta te an d  t o be i n te g ra te d i n t o  o u r  
so c ie t y  as o r d i n a r y  c i t i z e ns.

T h e  r o l e  t ha t  l e g is l a t i o n  ca n  p l a y  i n  ac ce le ra t i n g  t he  ac ce p ta n ce  o f  o u r  f a m i l i es  w i t h i n  
Q u é bé c o i s  soc ie t y  i s  v i t a l.   W i t h  6  C a na d i a n  p r o v i n c es  a l r ea d y  re c o g n i z i n g  ad o p t i o n  
r i g h ts  f o r  sa me-se x  c o u p l es, i t  i s  essen t i a l  t ha t  Q u é be c  f o l l o w s  su i t,  be t te r  y e t,  t ha t  o u r  
p o l i t i c a l  l ea de rs  se t  an  e xa m p l e  f o r  t he  res t  o f  t he  c o u n t r y  w i t h  t he  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  
p r o g r ess i v e  p o l i c i es  t ha t  w i l l  g r a n t  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  t he  sa me  r i g h ts  an d  o b l i g a t i o ns  as 
an y  o r d i n a r y  c i t i z e n.   U n a n i m i t y  i n  t he  N a t i o n a l  A s se m b l y  o n  suc h  an  i m p o r t a n t  i ss ue 
w i l l  sen d  a  v e r y  c l ea r  m essage  t o  a l l  Q u e be ce rs  an d  t o  p o l i t i c i a ns  an d  c i t i z e ns  ac r oss 
C a na da.  T h i s  i s  n o t  an  i ss ue ab o u t  pa r t i sa n  p o l i t i cs; i t  i s  s i m p l y  ab o u t  re c o g n i z i n g  bas i c  
h u m a n  r i g h ts  an d  c h i l d r e n’s r i g h ts.  A n  L M A  m ee t i n g  o n  June  1 5 t h w i l l  a d d ress t he  ne w  
l a w.
We  would  like  to  hear  from  you!   Interested  in  writing  for  our 
newsletter? Send your articles at any time to  info@aml-lma.org or by 
post to AML, 2401 Coursol, Montreal, Quebec, H3J 1C8

Ne ws B riefs- February 2002-May 2002

Montreal Ne ws

March 28, 2002 Montreal - T h e  ad m i n i s t ra t i o n  o f  G e ra l d  T r e m b l a y,  M o n t r ea l  ‘s 
re ce n t l y  e le c te d m a y o r, ha v e de c i de d  t o  cut the budget g i v e n  t o  Divers-Cité b y  60 %  t h is 
y ear.  D i v e rs-C i t é  i s  t he  o r ga n i sa t i o n  res p o ns i b l e  f o r  o r ga n i z i n g  t he  ga y  p r i d e  ac t i v i t i es 
eac h  A u g u s t.  U s ua l l y  t he c i t y  o f  M o n t r ea l  g i v es a $25,000 subs i d y  t o  D i v e rs– C i t é  b u t  i s  
c u t t i n g  i t  d o w n  t o  $ 10,000  t h i s  y ear.   F o r m e r  M a y o r  P i e r re  B o u r q u e  an d  m u n i c i p a l  
c o u n c i l o r  R o b e r t  L a r a mée  de n o u n ce d  t h i s  de c i s i o n  as  be i n g  u na c cep ta b le  espec i a l l y  i n  
v i e w  o f  t he  f a c t  t ha t  M o n t r ea l  j us t  r e ce n t l y  g o t  ac ce p te d  as h os t  o f  t he  2006 ga y  ga mes. 
T h e y  a ls o n o te d t ha t p r i d e f es t i v i t i es ge ne ra te ab o u t  $40 m i l l i o n  f o r  t he c i t y  o f  M o n t r ea l.

April 5, 2002 – Montreal- T w o  M o n t r ea l  m e n  ha v e  l ea r ne d  an  e x pe ns i v e  l esso n  ab o u t  
ha te.  T h e  Quebec Human Rights Commission has  o r de re d  t he  pa i r  t o  pa y  t he i r  g a y  
ne i g h b o rs $36,000. 

Roger Thibault an d  h i s  pa r t ne r  Theo Wouters ha ve  l i v e d  i n  sub u r ba n  P o i n t e  C l a i re  f o r  
m o r e  t ha n  a q ua r t e r  cen t u r y  w i t h o u t  p r o b l e ms, b u t  f i v e  y ea rs ag o  ne w  ne i g h b o rs  m a de  i t  
c l ea r t ha t t he y  d i d  n o t  l i k e l i v i n g  o n  t he sa me st ree t as ga y s. 

T h e  t r o u b l e  sta r te d  w i t h  su g ges t i o ns  b y  R o be r t  W a l k e r  t ha t  T h i b a u l t  a n d  W o u t e rs  sh o u l d  
m o v e  f r o m  a " fa m i l y  ne i g h b o r h o o d." A n o t h e r  ne i g h b o r, G r e g  I n g l i s, j o i n e d  W a l k e r  i n  h i s 
ca m pa i g n. N e x t  ca m e  t he  t h rea ts, t he n  t he i r  f l o w e r  be ds  w e r e  des t r o y e d. F i n a l l y, W a l k e r  
a l l e ge d l y  t r i e d  t o  r u n  o v e r  t he c o u p l e w i t h  h i s car. 
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T h e  c o m m i ss i o n  r u l e d  t ha t  t he  t w o  ne i g h b o rs  i n f r i n g e d  o n  t he  c o u p l e's  "d i g n i t y  an d  
re p u ta t i o n,  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  -- an d  t he i r  pe rs o na l  sec u r i t y  an d  i n t e g r i t y."   W a l k e r,  w h o  
l i v es  ne x t  d o o r  t o  t he  c o u p l e,  w as  ordered to pay $30,000. I n g l i s,  w h o  d oes  n o t  ha v e 
p r o p e r t y  b o r d e r i n g  t ha t o f  t he c o u p l e, has bee n o r de re d t o  pa y  $6,000. 

T h e  c o m m i ss i o n  d oes  n o t  ha v e  t he  p o w e r  t o  en f o r ce  t he  pa y m e n t.  B u t  i f  W a l k e r  an d  
I n g l i s  d o  n o t  t u r n  o v e r  t he  m o n e y,  t he  c o m m i ss i o n 's  l a w y e rs  w i l l  ta k e  t he  case  t o  t he  
Q u e be c  H u m a n  R i g h t s  T r i b u na l, an  i n d e pe n de n t  j u d i c i a l  p r o ceed i n g  t ha t  c o u l d  m a k e  t he 
pa y m e n t  l e ga l l y  b i n d i n g. 

F o r  t h ose  w h o  l i k e  melos/soaps:   o n  April 9th t he  new television show “Out in the 
City” p re m i e r e d.  L i f e  C h a n ne l  i s sho w i n g  a 1 3  pa r t  d o c u m e n t a r y  se r i es o n  ga y  &  l esb i a n  
l i f e  i n  M o n t r ea l,  sh o t  l as t  f a l l,  t he  se r i es  f o l l o w s  t he  l i v es  o f  a  n u m be r  o f  c ha ra c te rs 
t h r o u g h  v a r i o us  ad ve n t u r es  o v e r  t he  1 3  w e e ks.   A  f e w  L M A  m e m be rs  a re  pa r t  o f  t he  
se r i es!  E a c h  sho w  is  30 m i n u t es t.v. t i m e  (ie. 24 m i n u t es) c o m p ose d  o f  a st r i n g  o f  st o r y  
"caps u l es", 3 o r  m o r e pe r  sho w.  T h e y  g o  ba c k  an d  f o r t h  f r o m  t he v a r i o us st o r i es o v e r  t he 
1 3  w e e ks. T u es da ys  at  9:30 p m  E.T. o n  L i f e  N e t w o r k  f o r  1 3  w e e ks! A n d …  re pea te d  o n  
S u n da ys at 1 :30 a m  E. T.

May 1st- 2002 A  f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i c  i n  Q u é bec  has  f i n a l l y  g i v e n  access to lesbians and 
single women i n  ge ne ra l.  T h e  span k i n g  ne w  Montreal Fertility Center o pe ne d i t s d o o rs 
i n  A p r i l  a l t h o u g h  i t  w i l l  o n l y  p r o v i d e  f u l l  i nse m i n a t i o n  se r v i c es  l a te r  t h is  su m m e r.  D r  
B i l j a n, t he  d i r e c t o r  o f  t he  c l i n i c  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  “ t he  m o s t  re ce n t  ad va n ces  i n  
re p r o d u c t i v e  m e d i c i n e  us i n g  t he  m o s t  sop h i s t i c a te d  eq u i p m e n t  i n  a  n o n-d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  
m a n ne r”.  T h e  at m os p he re i s p r o f ess i o na l  t h o u g h  sens i t i z a t i o n  t o  o u r  f a m i l i es m a y  st i l l  b e  
needed.  514-369-6116. C h e c k  o u t  t he i r  w e b  s i t e a t: www.montrealfertility.com 

Provincial ne ws

Civil Union - See f r o n t  pa ge a r t i c l e

March 2, 2002   I n  a  m u c h  a wa i t e d  judgement i t  has  f i n a l l y  been  de c i de d  t ha t  t he 
human rights commission can  c o n t i n ue  t o  re p rese n t  v i c i t i m s  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  i n  t he  
c o u r ts e ve n i f  t he l a w s o f  t he sta te a re i n  q ues t i o n.  T h e  i m p o r t a n ce o f  t he c ha r t e r  o f  r i g h ts 
has been rea f f i r m e d  w i t h  t h i s de c i s i o n.

O n  t he  sa me  da te, a  de c i s i o n  w as  re n de re d  f o r  4 Quebec gay surviving spouses w h o  
ha v e  w o n  a de c i s i v e  v i c t o r y  i n  a su i t  o v e r  t he  da te  w h e n  pa r t ne rs  a re  e l i g i b l e  t o  re ce i v e  
W i d o w s  Pens i o ns f r o m  t he g o v e r n m e n t.  T h o usa n ds o f  C a na d i a n  ga ys an d  l esb i a ns c o u l d  
be ne f i t. 

T h e  pe ns i o ns  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  c r ea te d  b y  t he  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  ass is t  w i d o w s  i n  d i r e 
need. T h e  p l a n  w as  t he n  e x te n de d  t o  a l l  w i d o w s  i n  C a na da, an d  f i n a l l y  t o  i n c l u d e  m e n. 
I n  1 998  b o t h  C a na da  an d  Q u e be c  a me n de d  t he  l a w s  c o v e r i n g  pe ns i o ns  t o  i n c l u de 
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su r v i v i n g  pa r t ne rs  i n  sa me-se x  re l a t i o ns h i ps.   T h e  pe ns i o ns  a re  w o r t h  ab o u t  $400  a 
m o n t h. T h e  m o n e y  i s i n  ad d i t i o n  t o  t he su r v i v o r 's o w n  g o v e r n m e n t  pe ns i o n. 

H o w e v e r, b o t h  t he  f e de ra l  a n d  Q u e bec  g o v e r n m e n ts  w i l l  p a y  o n l y  t h ose ga y  an d  l es b ia n  
su r v i v o rs w h o se pa r t ne rs d i e d  a f te r t he l a w  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t i n  1 998. 

F o u r  Q u e bec  ga y  m e n  w h o se  pa r t ne rs  d i e d  be f o r e  1 998  t o o k  Q u e be c  t o  c o u r t,  a r g u i n g  
t ha t  t he  be ne f i t s  sho u l d  be  e f f e c t i v e  f r o m  t he  da te  ga ys  an d  l es b ia ns  w e r e  g i v e n  c i v i l  
r i g h ts i n  t he C a na d i a n  C o ns t i t u t i o n, 1 977. 

I n  a  de c i s i o n  p u b l i s he d  b y  t he  Q ue be c  C o u r t  o f  A p p ea l,  t he  j us t i c es  r u l e d  t he  Quebec 
Pension plan had discriminated against the four.  T h e  c o u r t  o r de re d  t he g o v e r n m e n t  t o  
r o l l  b a c k  t he  da te  at  w h i c h  su r v i v i n g  pa r t ne rs  c o u l d  be  c o ns i de re d  " w i d o w s" t o  c o i n c i de  
w i t h  t he  c o ns t i t u t i o na l  p r o te c t i o ns.  T h e  ba c k  pe ns i o ns  o w e d  p l us  i n t e res t  c o u l d  be  o v e r  
$ 100,000 f o r  eac h o f  t he su r v i v o rs. 

I t  i s  e x pec te d  t he  Q ue be c  case  w i l l  be  used  as a  p re ce de n t  i n  a s i m i l a r  su i t, aga i ns t  t he  
C a na d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t,  t ha t  has  been  l a u n c he d  b y  ga y  an d  l esb i a n  su r v i v i n g  pa r t ne rs  i n  
t he res t o f  C a na da. 

April 16 , 2002. Fondation Emergence (Gai-ecoute) is  ab o u t  t o  sta r t  i t ’s sec o n d  p hase 
o f  sensitization in the schools.  L a s t  f a l l  a n u m be r  o f  pa m p h l e ts  w e r e  sen t  t o  Q u e bec’s  
sec o n da r y  sc h o o l s,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  ne v e r  seen  aga i n.   N o w  a t  p hase  I I ,  i n  a 
ca m pa i g n  en t i t l e d  «Ça s'attrape pas!» (it i s n ’ t  c o n ta g i o us) 5000 p os te rs an d  an o t he r  1 50 
000 pa m p h l e ts w i l l  b e d i s t r i b u te d t o  e ve r y  h i g h  sc h o o l  i n  Q u e be c.   T h e  ta r ge t au d i e n ce i s 
y o u n g  he te r ose x ua ls.   C l o se  t o  80 %  o f  Q u é be c  h i g h  sc h o o l s  ha v e  re f use d  t o  p r i n t  t he 
p h o ne  n u m be r  o f  t he  ga i-ec o u te  he l p-l i n e  i n  t he i r  sc h o o l  m a n ua l s.   Q u e be c  has  t he  
h i g hes t ad o l esca n t  su i c i d e ra te i n  N o r t h  A m e r i c a o ne t h i r d  o f  w h i c h  has bee n at t r i b u t e d  t o  
i ss ues re ga r d i n g  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n. 

Canadian Ne ws

Egale-listserve - E g a l e he l d  a P ress C o n f e re n ce o n  February 19 t o  p resen t  M P s  w i t h  
petitions in support of same-sex marriage, signed by 15,000 Canadians f r o m  e ve r y  
re g i o n  o f  t he c o u n t r y.  T h e  pe t i t i o ns w e r e  re ce i v e d  b y  N D P  M P  S ve n d  R o b i ns o n, L i b e r a l  
M P  C a r o l y n  B e n ne t t  an d  B l o c  Q ué bé c o i s  M P  R éa l  M é n a r d.   C a na d i a n  A l l i a n ce  M P  
R a h i m  Ja f f e r  a ls o  sen t  a m essage, ac k n o w l e d g i n g  t ha t  t he re i s  m u c h  t o  d o  i n  t he st r u g g l e  
f o r  eq ua l i t y. T h e  pe t i t i o ns  w e r e  p rese n te d  t o  t he  H o u se  o f  C o m m o ns  b y  M P s  f r o m  eac h  
o f  t he r i d i n gs ac r oss C a na da i n  w h i c h  t he y  w e r e ga t he re d.

I n  i t s  A n n u a l  R e p o r t  t ha t  w as  ta b l e d  i n  Pa r l i a m e n t  o n  t he  sa me  da y,  t he  Canadian 
Human Rights Commission has "c o m e  o u t" p u b l i c l y  w i t h  an  endorsement of same-sex 
marriage.   Page  1 9  o f  t he  re p o r t  sa ys  t ha t  t he  C o m m i ss i o n  ag rees  w i t h  t he  L a w  
C o m m i ss i o n 's  re p o r t  t ha t  sta te d,  " I f  g o v e r n m e n ts  a re  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  m a i n ta i n  an  
i ns t i t u t i o n  ca l l e d  m a r r i a ge, t he y  ca n n o t  d o  so  i n  a d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  f as h i o n"  (by e x c l u d i n g  
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ga y s  an d  l es b ia ns).  T h e  C H R C  re p o r t  g oes o n  t o  sa y  t ha t  sa me-se x  c o u p l es "a re en t i t l e d  
t o  res pec t  an d  d i g n i t y  an d  sh o u l d  be a f f o r de d  t he sa me re c o g n i t i o n  i n  l a w  as o p p os i t e-se x  
c o u p l es."

F o r  eas y  ac cess: f o l l o w  t he l i n k s f r o m  t he C H R C  m a i n  pa ge at http://www.chrc-ccdp.ca

March 27, 2002 gay 365.com  VANCOUVER, British Columbia -- I n  a  l a n d m a r k  
r u l i n g  a B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  c o u r t  h as  convicted a teen-age girl of criminally harassing a 
classmate w h o  l a te r  c o m m i t t e d  su i c i d e.   D a w n-M a r i e  W es l e y,  a  9 t h-g ra de  st u de n t  i n  
su b u r b a n  V a n c o u v e r,  ha n ge d  he rse l f  i n  t he  base me n t  o f  he r  h o m e  i n  N o v e m be r  2000. 
T h e  1 4-y ea r-o l d  l e f t  a n o te f o r  he r pa re n ts sa y i n g  she t o o k  he r o w n  l i f e  o u t  o f  f ea r o f  g i r l s  
w h o  ha d been b u l l y i n g  he r  an d t h rea te ne d t o  k i l l  h er. 

T h e  ac c used, a 1 6-y ea r-o l d  w h o  ca n n o t  be  i de n t i f i e d  u n de r  t he  Y o u n g  O f f e n d e rs  A c t,  i s 
f a c i n g  a m a x i m u m  sen te n ce o f  s i x  m o n t hs i n  c us t o d y  o r  24 m o n t hs' p r o ba t i o n.  A  sec o n d  
tee na ge g i r l  w a s ac q u i t t e d  o f  u t t e r i n g  t h r ea ts. A  t h i r d  tee n w i l l  b e t r i e d  at a l a te r  da te. 

" T h i s  w as n' t  j us t  f o r  D a w n-M a r i e  t o day,"  t he  dead  g i r l 's  m o t h e r,  C i n d y  W es le y,  t o l d  
re p o r t e rs  a f t e r  t he  v e r d i c t.  " T h i s  r u l i n g  g oes  f o r  e ve r y  c h i l d  i n  t h is  c o u n t r y  t ha t's  been  
b u l l i e d”.   A  rece n t  na t i o na l  c o n f e re n ce  o f  ed u ca t o rs  an d  pa re n t  g r o u ps  i n  V a n c o u v e r  
ca l l e d  f o r  a he i g h t e ned  a wa re ness o f  t he  effects of bullying.  S t u d i es  i n d i c a te  t ha t  an t i-
g a y  ep i t h e ts a re t he m o s t  c o m m o n  i ns u l ts h u r l e d  i n  b u l l y i n g  at ta c ks. 

I n  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes, sta t i s t i cs  pa i n t  a  b l ea k  p i c t u re  f o r  G L B T  st u de n ts.  M o r e  t ha n  80 
pe r c e n t  o f  ga y  st u de n ts  w e r e  sub j e c te d  v e r ba l  ha rass me n t  i n  sc h o o l s,  ac c o r d i n g  t o  
na t i o na l  su r v e ys.  G a y  y o u t hs a re t w o  t o  t h r ee t i m es as l i k e l y  as he te r ose x ua ls t o  at te m p t  
su i c i d e.  C a na d i a n  au t h o r i t i es  sa y  t he y  be l i e v e  t he re  i s  n o  reaso n  t o  t h i n k  t he  resu l ts  a re 
n o t  t he sa me f o r  C a na da. 

Peo p l e  w h o  w o r k  w i t h  ga y  y o u t h  h o pe t he r u l i n g  w i l l  m a k e  a l l  b u l l i es t h i n k  t w i c e  be f o r e  
ac t i n g, an d  sa y  t ha t i t  n o w  en c o u ra ges st u de n ts t o  c o m e f o r w a r d  w h e n  t he y  a re at tac k e d. 

Planet-out  news –  April-May 2002 TORONTO -- Grade 12 student Marc Hall ha d  a 
w i s h.  I t  w a s t o  ta ke h i s b o y f r i e n d  t o  t he h i g h-sc h o o l  p r o m.  I t  d i d n ’ t see m  t o be t o o  m u c h  
t o  as k.  A f t e r  a l l,  w h o  w o u l d  i t  h u r t?  Y e t  t he  D u r h a m  C a t h o l i c  sc h o o l  b oa r d  i n  O n t a r i o  
sa i d  " N o."   I t  ar g ue d  t ha t  a l l o w i n g  t he ga y  c o u p l e t o  at te n d  t he ga la so c ia l  e ve n t  t o ge t he r  
w o u l d  be  c o n d o n i n g  h o m ose x ua l i t y.   T h e  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  d oes  n o t  c o n d o ne  i t.   T h e  
Ontario Superior Court w as  as ke d  t o  g ra n t  an  e me r ge n c y  i n j u n c t i o n  aga i ns t  t he  sc h o o l  
b oa r d  an d  hea r d  a r g u m e n ts f r o m  b o t h  t he b oa r d  an d  f r o m  l a w y e rs f o r  M a r c  o n  May 7th.

Canada's leading civil rights lawyer, David Corbett, re p r esen te d  H a l l.  C o r b e t t  sa i d  
H a l l 's c ha l l e n ge d oes n o t  i n v o l v e  c h u r c h  teac h i n gs, b u t  t he p o l i c y  o f  o ne b oa r d.   H e  sa i d  
t ha t  t he  b oa r d  v i o l a t e d  t he  C h a r t e r  o f  R i g h t s  an d  F r eed o ms  i n  t he  C o ns t i t u t i o n,  w h i c h  
g ua ra n tees eq ua l  r i g h ts f o r  ga y s an d  l es b ia ns. H e  a ls o  sa i d  i t  w a s  i n  v i o l a t i o n  o f  O n t a r i o 's 
ga y  r i g h ts  l a w s, an d, he sa i d, i t  i s  i n  d i r e c t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  t he O n t a r i o  C o de  o f  C o n d u c t  f o r  
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b oa r ds  o f  ed u ca t i o n  re ce i v i n g  p u b l i c  m o n e y.   T h e  R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  sc h o o l  s ys te m  i n  
O n t a r i o  re ce i v es ta x  d o l l a rs f r o m  t he p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t.

D u r i n g  t w o  da y s  o f  hea r i n gs,  C o r be t t  c o m pa re d  H a l l  t o  A m e r i c a n  c i v i l  r i g h ts  ac t i v i s t  
R o sa  Pa r ks.   "R osa  Pa r k s  c h ose  t o  ge t  o n  a  b us  i n  A l a b a ma,  k n o w i n g  she  m i g h t  be  
d i s c r i m i n a te d  aga i ns t. S he c o u l d  ha ve  l e f t  h e r  c o m m u n i t y  an d  m o v e d  t o  t he N o r t h  w h e re  
she w o u l d  n o t  ha v e f a ce d  t ha t p r o b l e m.  B u t  she w as pa r t  o f  he r  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t he S o u t h, 
an d  w h e n  she w as  t o l d  t ha t  as a pe rs o n  o f  c o l o r  she ha d  t o  s i t  a t  t he ba c k  o f  t he b us, she  
re f use d, be ca use she k ne w  t ha t  w h a t  she w as  be i n g  as ke d  t o  d o  w as  m o r a l l y  an d  l e ga l l y  
w r o n g." 

O n  M a y  1 0 t h A  j u d ge  r u l e d  t ha t  M a r c  c o u l d  ta ke  h i s  b o y f r i e n d  t o  t he  p r o m  t ha t  e ve n i n g. 
S u pe r i o r  C o u r t  Jus t i ce  R o b e r t  M a c K i n n o n  r u l e d  j us t  a f t e r  2  p. m.  t ha t  a  sec t i o n  o f  t he 
C a na d i a n  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t ha t g i v es ce r t a i n  p r o te c t i o ns t o  t he R o m a n  C a t h o l i c  sc h o o l  s ys te m  
d oes n o t  m ea n  t he sc h o o l s can d o  w h a te ve r t he y  w a n t  i n  na me o f  re l i g i o n. 

H a l l  a l r ea d y  ha d  h i s  b l ue  t u x e d o  l a i d  o u t  o n  t he  be d. H i s  ha i r  ha d  bee n  d y e d  a m a t c h i n g  
b l ue  ea r l i e r  i n  t he  w e e k,  an d  a  l i m o us i ne  t o  ta ke  t he m  t o  t he  p r o m  w as  o r de re d  i n  
ad v a n ce, j us t i n  case. 

C h e c k  o u t  M a r c ’s w e b-s i te a t: http://geocities.com/rights_and_freedoms/

PlanetOut.com Network April 4, 2002 - A  sc h o o l  b oa r d 's  re j e c t i o n  o f  "O ne  D a d,  T w o  
D a ds, B r o w n  D a d s, B l u e  D a ds" -- a l o n g  w i t h  t w o  o t he r  b o o k s  ab o u t  sa me-se x  pa re n ts  -- 
w i l l  be c ha l l e n ge d i n  t he Supreme Court of Canada in June. 

G a y  teac he r  Ja mes C h a m be r l a i n  has  been  l ea d i n g  t he  e f f o r t  t o  ha v e  t he  books available 
as "learning resources"  for kindergarten and first-grade students s i n ce  1 997, w h e n  
t he sc h o o l  b oa r d  i n  Surrey, British Columbia, r e j e c te d t he b o o k s. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t he  C a na d i a n  P ress,  t he  sc h o o l  b oa r d  de c i de d  t ha t  ha v i n g  t he  b o o k s  
a va i l a b l e i n  c lass r o o m s w o u l d  i n f r i n g e o n  pa re n ts' r i g h ts t o m o r a l l y  g u i d e t he i r  c h i l d r e n. 

A f t e r  t w o  d i f f e r e n t  r u l i n gs  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  c o u r ts, C h a m be r l a i n  an d  h i s  su p p o r t e rs  
a re n o w  as k i n g  t he c o u n t r y 's h i g h  c o u r t  t o  de c i de i f  t he sc h o o l  b oa r d 's ac t i o n  i n f r i n ges o n  
eq ua l i t y  r i g h ts u n de r t he C h a r t e r  o f  R i g h t s an d F ree d o ms. 

" A s ha's M u m s" an d " Be l i n da's B o u q ue t" a re t he o t he r  t i t l es t ha t w e r e ba n ne d. 

365Gay.com Newscenter - April  8, Edmonton-  C a na da's  O f f i c i a l  O p p os i t i o n  pa r t y  
w a n ts  t o  en d  t he  r i g h t  o f  t he  c o u r ts  t o  r u l e  i n  C o ns t i t u t i o n a l  i ss ues.  A t  i t s  na t i o n a l  
c o n v e n t i o n,  i n  E d m o n t o n,  t he  Canadian Alliance party v o t e d  i n  f a v o u r  o f  a policy 
amendment to change the Charter of Rights and Freedoms t o  "res t o r e  t o  pa r l i a me n t  
t he p o w e r  o f  en f o r c i n g  t he w i l l  o f  t he pe o p l e". T h e  o r i g i n a l  m o t i o n  ca l l e d  f o r  t he C h a r t e r  
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t o  be re pea le d.  E i t he r  w a y, t he i n t e n t  o f  t he m o t i o n  i s t o  g u t  t he C h a r t e r  o f  i t s p r o te c t i o ns 
f o r  m i n o r i t i es.

B y  m a k i n g  i t  p a r t  o f  t he  A l l i a n ce  p o l i c y,  i t  w o u l d  g i v e  pa r t y  l ea de rs h i p  a  m a n da te  t o  
a me n d  t he C h a r t e r  i f  i t  w e r e  t o  c o m e  t o  p o w e r.  S ca r y  m o v es l i k e  t h is sho w  t he l e n g t hs t o  
w h i c h  t he  A l l i a n ce  i s  p re pa re d  t o  g o,  t o  p re v e n t  t he  c o u r ts  f r o m  m a k i n g  c o ns t i t u t i o n a l  
r u l i n gs o n  i ss ues su c h as ga y  an d  l es b ia n m a r r i a ge an d ab o r t i o n. T h e  pa r t y  o p p oses b o t h.

April  12, 2002  G a y  an d  l es b ia n  c o u p l es  ha ve  been  g i v e n  the right to adopt in 
Newfoundland and Labrador.  T h e  s wee p i n g  re f o r m s  t o  t he  p r o v i n c e's  50-y ea r-o l d  
ad o p t i o n  sta t u te  w i l l  c o m e  i n t o  e f f e c t  i n  June. T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  p r o v i d es  f o r  c o-pa re n t i n g  
an d  a ls o  g i v es  ad o p t i v e  c h i l d r e n  m o r e  r i g h ts.   A d o p t i o n  re c o r ds  ca n  be  o pe ne d  i f  a l l  
p a r t i es  ag ree,  ne w  m e d i c a l  f a c ts  can  be  sha re d,  an d  c h i l d r e n  as  y o u n g  as  f i v e  w i l l  be  
c o u nse le d ab o u t  ad o p t i o n.  

Ju d i t h  G r o v e, e xe c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t he  A d o p t i o n  C o u n c i l  o f  C a na da, sa ys  t he  l e g i s l a t i o n  
i s  p r o g r ess i v e,  espec i a l l y  i n  i t s  i n c l us i o n  o f  c o m m o n-l a w  an d  sa me-se x  c o u p l es.  "We  
need  a  g rea t  v a r i e t y  o f  p o te n t i a l  f a m i l i es,  an d  I  t h i n k  ta k i n g  ap p l i c a t i o ns  f r o m  an y o ne 
w h o  i s  i n te res te d  i s  t he  bes t  w a y  t o  f i n d  t h ose  f a m i l i es,"  sa i d  G r o v e.  S he  sa ys  
N e w f o u n d l a n d's re v i se d l a w  c o u l d  ha v e an e f f e c t  o n  ad o p t i o n  i n  o t he r  p r o v i n c es. 

I nternational Ne ws

February  1, 2002-S weden  A  c o u r t  r u l e d  t ha t  a  Swedish man who donated his 
sperm to a lesbian couple is  t he  legal father o f  t h ree  c h i l d r e n  an d  t he re f o r e  sho u l d  
su p p o r t  t he m  f i n a n c i a l l y.  A n n a  B j u r l i n g, t he  m o t h e r  o f  t he  c h i l d r e n  - ages 1 0, 7 an d  5 - 
as ked  I g o r  L e h n be r g  t o  pa y  child support a f t e r  t he  re l a t i o ns h i p  w i t h  he r  pa r t ne r  en de d  
l as t  y ear.  A  c o u n t y  ad m i n i s t ra t i v e  c o u r t  r u l e d  i n  he r  f a v o u r  an d  o r de r e d  L e h n be r g  t o  pa y  
c h i l d  su p p o r t  o f  3,000 k r o n o r  ($555. 1 1  U S) a m o n t h.

L e h n be r g  c ha l l e n ge d  t he de c i s i o n  b y  ar g u i n g  aga i ns t  t he l e ga l i t y  o f  h i s  f a t he r h o o d  i n  t he  
d i s t r i c t  c o u r t. B u t  t he c o u r t  sa i d  a d o c u m e n t  L e h n be r g  ha d  s i g ne d, sta t i n g  t ha t  he  w as  t he 
b i o l o g i c a l  f a t her, w as  l e ga l l y  b i n d i n g.  L e h n be r g  c la i m e d  he s i g ne d  t he d o c u m e n t  o n l y  so  
t ha t t he c h i l d r e n w o u l d  k n o w  t he i r  o r i g i n, n o t  t o  ac cep t an y  resp o ns i b i l i t y  f o r  t he m.

S w e d i s h  l a w  g i v es  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  i n  a  l e ga l  u n i o n  m o s t  o f  t he  sa me  r i g h ts  an d  
o b l i g a t i o ns  as  m a r r i e d  c o u p l es,  b u t  t he y  a re  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  ad o p t  c h i l d r e n  o r  u n de r g o  
a r t i f i c i a l  i nse m i n a t i o n.   T h e  case  has  re ne w e d  de ba te  o n  t ha t  i ss ue, as  w e l l  as  t he  legal 
obligations of sperm donors.  T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  has  ap p o i n t e d  a  c o m m i t t ee  t o  re v i e w  
l a w s  re g u l a t i n g  ad o p t i o ns an d  a r t i f i c i a l  i nse m i n a t i o n  an d  i s c o ns i de r i n g  g ra n t i n g  ad o p t i o n  
r i g h ts t o  sa me-se x  pa re n ts.

365Gay.com  February 21, 2002  S o me  o f  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes  l a r ges t,  o l d es t  an d  m o s t  
respec te d c h i l d r e n 's g r o u ps t o l d  a federal appeals court that Florida's law banning gay 
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adoption hurts kids, i n  a b r i e f  f i l e d  i n  su p p o r t  o f  t he American Civil Liberties Union's 
lawsuit challenging the adoption ban. 

F l o r i d a's  l a w  -- b y  f a r  t he  t o u g hes t  ad o p t i o n  ba n  i n  t he  na t i o n  -- "n o t  o n l y  has  n o  c h i l d  
w e l f a re  bas is  w h a ts oe v e r,  b u t  i t  a ls o  a f f i r m a t i v e l y  h u r ts  c h i l d r e n  a wa i t i n g  ad o p t i o n  b y  
de p r i v i n g  t he m  o f  t he o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  be ad o p te d b y  l es b ia ns an d  ga y  m e n  w h o  a re w i l l i n g  
t o  p r o v i d e  t he m  w i t h  l o v i n g  f a m i l i es," t he  g r o u ps  sa i d  i n  l e ga l  pa pe rs  f i l e d  at  t he  U .S. 
C o u r t  o f  A p p ea ls f o r  t he 1 1 t h  C i r c u i t, i n  A t l a n ta. 

"T o day, t he na t i o n 's m o s t  res pec te d  v o i c es f o r  c h i l d r e n  ha v e  m a d e  i t  c l ea r  t ha t  t h is  l a w  i s 
n o t  he l p i n g  an y o ne,"  sa i d  M a t t  C o l es,  d i r e c t o r  o f  t he  A C L U  L e s b i a n  &  G a y  R i g h t s  
P r o j e c t. 

" I n  f a c t, i t 's h u r t i n g  t h o usan ds  o f  pe o p l e  -- m o s t  u r ge n t l y  t he  3,400 k i d s  i n  f o s te r  ca re  i n  
F l o r i d a w h o  c o u l d  be ad o p te d r i g h t  n o w  i f  q ua l i f i e d  pa re n ts ca m e f o r w a r d." 

T h e  b r i e f  w a s  f i l e d  b y  t he C h i l d  W e l f a re L e a g ue o f  A m e r i c a, an 80-y ea r-o l d  o r ga n i z a t i o n  
w i t h  1 ,000 p u b l i c  an d  p r i v a te m e m b e r  agen c ies se r v i n g  m o r e  t ha n  3 m i l l i o n  c h i l d r e n  an d  
t he i r  f a m i l i es y ea r l y, a l o n g  w i t h  o t he r g r o u ps. 

I n  t he  F l o r i d a  case, t he  A C L U  re p resen ts  t h r ee  f a m i l i es  i n  a f e de ra l  l a w s u i t  c ha l l e n g i n g  
t he  ga y  ad o p t i o n  ba n.    S te ve n  L o f t o n  an d  h i s  pa r t ne r  R o ge r  C r o tea u  a re  ra is i n g  f i v e  
c h i l d r e n,  i n c l u d i n g  t h r ee  F l o r i d a  f o s te r  c h i l d r e n.  A l t h o u g h  t he  k i d s  ha v e  ne v e r  k n o w n  
an o t he r f a m i l y, t he y  ca n n o t  be ad o p t e d b y  L o f t o n  o r  C r o tea u be ca use o f  F l o r i d a's l a w. 

D o u g  H o u g h t o n  has  ra ise d  a  1 0-y ea r-o l d  b o y  f o r  s i x  y ea rs  b u t  a ls o  can n o t  ad o p t  h i m  
be cause  o f  F l o r i d a's  l a w.  W h e n  a  l o w e r  c o u r t  d i s m i sse d  t he  l a ws u i t  l as t  y ea r, t he  j u d ge 
sa i d  t ha t H o u g h t o n  an d  t he b o y  a re j us t as c l ose as b i o l o g i c a l  p a re n ts an d t he i r  c h i l d r e n. 

W a y n e  S m i t h  an d  D a n  S k a he n  p r o v i d e  f o s te r  ca re  t o  v a r i o us  c h i l d r e n  as  nee de d,  b u t  
ca n n o t  ad o p t  an y  c h i l d r e n be cause o f  F l o r i d a's l a w. 

Sa y i n g  "we were wrong," nine former Florida state legislators w h o  v o t e d  25  y ea rs 
ag o  f o r  a  ba n  o n  ga y  ad o p t i o ns  p l e d ge d  o n  March 7, 2002 t o  sup p o r t  a  re pea l  o f  t he 
c o n t r o v e rs i a l  l a w. 

T h e  f o r m e r  sta te  H o u se  an d  Sena te  m e m b e rs  s i g ne d  sta te me n ts  t ha t  sa i d:  " I n  1 977, w e  
w e r e  a m o n g  t he  sta te  l e g i s l a t o rs  w h o  he l pe d  pass  F l o r i d a's  l a w  p r o h i b i t i n g  ga y  pe o p l e 
f r o m  ad o p t i n g  c h i l d r e n.  W e  n o w  rea l i z e  t ha t  w e  w e r e  w r o n g.  T h i s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  l a w  
p re v e n ts c h i l d r e n  f r o m  be i n g  ad o p te d  i n t o  l o v i n g, sup p o r t i v e  h o m es - an d  w e  h o pe i t  w i l l  
b e o v e r t u r ne d." 

C i t i n g  A n i t a B r y a n t 's an t i-ga y  c r usa de i n  t he sta te d u r i n g  t ha t l a te 1 970s, E l a i n e B l o o m, a 
f o r m e r  H o u se m e m be r  w h o  v o t e d  f o r  t he ba n  i n  1 977, sa i d, " T he  h ys te r i a  o f  t he t i m e  l e d 
us t o  d o  t he w r o n g  t h i n g."
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A n d  i n  case A m e r i c a ns d i d n ’ t  k n o w  w h a t  a ga y  pa re n t  l o o k e d  l i k e, Rosie O'Donnell ha d  
a m essage f o r  t he m  i n  he r  te l e v i se d  i n t e r v i e w  w i t h  D i a n e Sa w y e r  o n  March 14, 2002  " I  
am the gay parent." 

T h e  p o p u l a r  ta l k  sho w  h os t  ta l k e d  ab o u t  he r  se x ua l i t y  an d  he r  f a m i l y  l i f e  i n  a t w o-h o u r  
ed i t i o n  o f  "P r i m e t i m e  T h u rs da y" o n  t he  ABC network. T h e  sh o w  a ls o  f o c use d  o n  a ga y  
c o u p l e, S te v e L o f t o n  an d R o ge r  C r o t ea u, w h o  are su i n g  t he sta te o f  F l o r i d a t o  o v e r t u r n  i t s  
l e ga l  ba n  o n  ga y  ad o p t i o n. 

" I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  A m e r i c a  k n o w s  w h a t  a  ga y  pa re n t  l o o k s  l i k e,"  O ' D o n ne l l  sa i d.  " I  a m  t he  
ga y  pa re n t. A m e r i c a has w a t c he d  m e  pa re n t  m y  c h i l d r e n o n  T V  f o r  s i x  y ea rs." 

O ' D o n ne l l  t o l d  Sa w y e r  she w as  i ns p i re d  t o  c o m e  o u t  p u b l i c l y  a f te r  l ea r n i n g  ab o u t  L o f t o n  
an d  C r o t ea u,  w h o  a re  n o t  a l l o w e d  t o  ad o p t  o ne  o f  t he i r  f os te r  c h i l d r e n,  des p i t e  ha v i n g  
ra ise d h i m  f r o m  i n f a n c y. 

" I ' m  sa y i n g  i t  n o w  be ca use I  w a n t  pe o p l e t o  k n o w  t ha t I ' m  t he k i n d  o f  pa re n t  t ha t t he sta te  
o f  F l o r i d a …  t h i n k s i s u n w o r t h y, an d  i t 's w r o n g," O ' D o n ne l l  sa i d.

A  poll  conducted just 2 weeks after Rosie O'Donnell came out o n  t he  ne t w o r k, 
sh o w e d  t ha t  t he  majority of Americans support giving gay and lesbian couples the 
right to adopt.  F o r t y-se ve n  pe r ce n t  sa i d  ga ys  sh o u l d  be  pe r m i t t e d  t o  ad o p t,  an d  42 
pe r c e n t w e r e o p p osed, ac c o r d i n g  t o  an A B C N E W S.c o m  su r v ey.

T h e  l as t  su r v e y, i n  1 998, sho w e d  t ha t  57  pe r c e n t  o p p osed  ga y  ad o p t i o n.  I n  1 994, t he re 
w as  64  pe r ce n t  o p p os i t i o n.   T h e  d r o p  i n  t he  n u m be r  o f  pe o p l e  aga i ns t  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  
c o u p l es ad o p t i n g  w as 23 pe r c e n t s i n ce 1 994.  T h e  p o w e r  o f  te l e v i s i o n!!!!

365Gay.com February 26, 2002 T h e  European Court of Human Rights r u l e d  t ha t 
member states of the European Union can refuse to allow gays and lesbians to 
adopt.  I n  t he  r u l i n g,  t he  c o u r t  sa i d  F ra n ce  w as  n o t  g u i l t y  o f  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  w h e n  i t  
p r e v e n te d a Pa r is ga y  m a n  f r o m  ad o p t i n g. 

T h e  c o u r t  sa i d  t he re w e r e s i g n i f i c a n t  "d i v i s i o ns w i t h i n  t he sc ie n t i f i c  c o m m u n i t y  ab o u t  t he 
p oss i b l e c o nseq ue n ces o f  c h i l d r e n be i n g  b r o u g h t  u p  b y  o ne o r  m o r e h o m ose x ua l  pa re n ts." 
A s  a  res u l t,  i t  sa i d  t he  de c i s i o n  t o  a l l o w  ga ys  an d  l es b ia ns  t o  ad o p t  sh o u l d  be  l e f t  t o  
i n d i v i d u a l  m e m b e r  sta tes. 

T h e  r u l i n g  sa i d  t ha t  t he  v a r i o us  c o u n t r i es  m a k i n g  u p  t he  E U  w e r e  " i n  p r i n c i p l e  be t te r 
p l a ce d t ha n an i n t e r na t i o na l  c o u r t  t o  e va l ua te l o ca l  needs an d  c o n d i t i o ns." 

T h e  de c is i o n  has  an ge re d  ga y  r i g h ts  ac t i v i s ts  w h o  ha d  h o pe d  a b l a n k e t  r u l i n g  en d o rs i n g  
ga y  ad o p t i o n  w o u l d  f o r c e E. U. c o u n t r i es t o  l e g i s l a te ad o p t i o n  r i g h ts. 
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March 8 2002- HRC  FamilyNet- N o t i n g  t ha t  n o  sta te  p r o v i des  f u l l  eq ua l i t y  t o  G L B T  
f a m i l i es  i n  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes, t he  Human Rights Campaign (HRC) iss ued  a re p o r t  t ha t 
de ta i l s  h o w  l e ga l l y  v u l n e ra b l e  suc h  f a m i l i es  a re.  T h e  46-page"State of the Family" 
report can  be  o b t a i ne d  b y  c o n ta c t i n g  H R C  Fa m i l y N e t  a t  202/628-4 1 60  o r  
f a m i l y n e t @ h r c. o r g.  T h e  re p o r t  ca n  a ls o  be  d o w n l o a de d  at 
http://www.hrc.org/familynet/library.asp?ID=271.

T h e  H u m a n  R i g h t s  C a m pa i g n  i s  t he  l a r ges t  A m e r i c a n  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  p o l i t i c a l  
o r ga n i za t i o n,  w i t h  m e m be rs  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  c o u n t r y.  I t  e f f e c t i v e l y  l o b b i es  C o n g r ess, 
p r o v i d es  ca m pa i g n  su p p o r t  an d  ed u ca tes  t he  p u b l i c  t o  ens u re  t ha t  gay, l es b ia n, b i se x ua l  
an d  t ra ns gen de r  A m e r i c a ns  ca n  be  o pe n,  h o nes t  an d  sa fe  at  h o m e,  at  w o r k  an d  i n  t he 
c o m m u n i t y. 

PlanetOut.com Network  May  8, 2002 -  S u f f o l k  S u pe r i o r  C o u r t  Ju d ge  T h o m as 
C o n n o l l y  i ss ue d a q u i c k  r u l i n g  i n  t he freedom-to-marry case b r o u g h t  b y  se ve n sa me-se x  
c o u p l es  aga i ns t  t he  c o m m o n w ea l t h  o f  Massachusetts. C o n n o l l y  r u l e d  t ha t  t he  sta te  w as  
j us t i f i e d  i n  re g u l a t i n g  m a r r i a ge  "based  o n  t he  t ra d i t i o n a l  c o n ce p t  t ha t  m a r r i a ge's p r i m a r y  
p u r p ose i s p r o c r ea t i o n."

G a y  an d  L e s b i a n  A d v o ca tes  an d  D e f e n de rs  (G L A D)  at t o r ne y  Jen n i f e r  L e v i  sa i d  t he  
p l a i n t i f f s  w o u l d  ap pea l  s i m u l t a ne o us l y  t o  t he  S u p re m e  Ju d i c i a l  C o u r t  (the  sta te's  h i g h  
c o u r t), an d  t o  a m i d-l e v e l  ap pea ls c o u r t.  " T h i s  i s  j us t  t he be g i n n i n g," p l e d ge d  L e v i. "O u r  
o b j e c t i v e  i n  t h i s  r o u n d  w as  p r i m a r i l y  t o  be g i n  t he  p r o cess o f  m a k i n g  o u r  case f o r  eq ua l  
t rea t m e n t  o f  a l l  f a m i l i es i n  t he c o m m o n w ea l t h." 

March 20, 2002  PARIS -- T h e  t w o  l ea d i n g  c o n t e n de rs  f o r  t he  E l y see  Pa l a ce  sa i d  t he y  
w o u l d  oppose giving gays and lesbians the right to adopt.  P res i de n t  Jacques Chirac, 
a  c o nse r v a t i v e,  sa i d:  " I  t h i n k  t ha t  e ve r y  c h i l d  needs  a  m o t h e r  an d  a  f a t he r  -- f e ma l e 
re f e re n ces an d m a l e  re f e re n ces -- t o c o ns t r u c t  h i s i d e n t i t y." 

H i s  o p p o ne n t  f o r  t he  p res i de n c y, S o c i a l i s t  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  Lionel Jospin, sa i d  t ha t  "t he 
r i g h t  t o  ha v e  t he  se x  l i f e  o f  o ne's  c h o i c e  sho u l d  n o t  be  c o n f u se d  w i t h  t he  h y p o t he t i c a l  
r i g h t  t o  ha v e  a  c h i l d."   T h e  t w o  m a d e  t he i r  c o m m e n ts  t o  Te t u,  a  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  
m a g a z i ne. 

B o t h  p r o m i se d, h o w e v e r, t o  st re n g t he n l e g is l a t i o n  aga i ns t h o m o p h o b i a. 

April 10th, 2002 M o r e  t ha n  700  sc h o o l s  ha v e  s i g ne d  o n  t o  pa r t i c i p a te  i n  t he  Day of 
Silence, which protests discrimination and harassment of GLBT youth. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t he  G a y,  L e s b i a n  an d  S t r a i g h t  E d u c a t i o n  N e t w o r k  (G LS E N),  t he  
pa r t i c i p a t i o n  n u m be rs  g ua ra n tee  t ha t  t he  e ve n t  w as  t he  b i g g es t  i n  t he  p r o tes t's  s i x-y ea r 
h i s t o r y. 
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S ta ge d  i n  h i g h  sc h o o l s  an d  c o l l e ges  a r o u n d  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes,  t he  D a y  o f  S i l e n ce 
en c o u ra ges  pa r t i c i p a n ts  t o  ta ke  a  n i ne-h o u r  p l e d ge  o f  s i l e n ce. I n s tea d  o f  spea k i n g,  t he y  
ha n d  o u t  ca r ds t ha t e x p l a i n  w h y  t he y  ha v e c h osen n o t  t o  ta l k. 

T h e  st u de n ts'  s i l e n ce  i s  sup p osed  t o  re p resen t  t he  s i l e n c i n g  t ha t  G L B T  st u de n ts  f a ce 
be cause  o f  ha rass me n t,  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  an d  p re j u d i c e  at  sc h o o l.  O r g a n i z e rs  sa y  i t  a ls o 
p r o v i d es pa r t i c i p a n ts w i t h  a c ha n ce t o  re f l e c t  o n  t he e f f e c ts o f  be i n g  s i l e n ce d, g i v i n g  t he m  
a des i r e t o  spea k  o u t  aga i ns t  t he f o r c es t ha t  i m p ose s i l e n ce o n  G L B T  st u de n ts.   M a y b e  a 
g o o d  i dea t o use he re i n  Q u e be c!
 
March 27th, 2002.  Washington Gov. Gary Locke s i g ne d  a bill  mandating anti-
bullying policies in state schools. T h e  ne w  l a w  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  i n t i m i d a t i o n  t o w a r d  
st u de n ts, w h i c h  i n c l u des  c o v e r i n g  gay,  l es b ia n,  b i se x ua l  an d  t ra ns gen de r  st u de n ts  f r o m  
ha rass me n t. S c h o o l  d i s t r i c ts a re re q u i r e d t o  ad o p t  a p o l i c y  b y  A u g. 1 , 2003.

April 8 2002 Scotland A  l es b i a n  c o u p l e  has  w o n  t he  sa me  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts  o v e r  eac h 
o t he r's  c h i l d r e n  as  a  he te r ose x ua l  m a r r i e d  c o u p l e.  I n  t he  f i r s t  r u l i n g  o f  i t s  k i n d  i n  
S c o t l a n d, S he r i f f  N o e l  M c P a r t l i n  ag ree d t o  give both women rights over both children. 
T h e  o l d e r b o y  n o w  has three legally recognized parents. 

T h e  l es b ia n  c o u p l e  f r o m  E d i n b u r g h  can n o t  be i d e n t i f i e d  i n  o r de r  t o  p r o te c t  t he i r  c h i l d r e n. 
O n e  o f  t he w o m e n  has a 4-y ea r-o l d  son  f r o m  a p re v i o u s m a r r i a ge an d  t he sec o n d  w o m a n, 
30, has an 8-m o n t h-o l d  ba b y  f a t he re d b y  an an o n y m o us spe r m  d o n o r. 

April 18th 2002 Australia's high court rejected a challenge by the Catholic Church 
t ha t  w o u l d  ha v e  p re v e n te d  s i n g l e  w o m e n  an d  l es b ia ns  f r o m  ha v i n g  access to in-vitro 
fertilization  treatments.
Story: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2002/04/18/3

April  29th 2002 Russian  gays w ea r i n g  c o n ce n t ra t i o n  ca m p  u n i f o r m s  w i t h  p i n k  
t r i a n g l es  demonstrated in Moscow to protest against legislation that would make 
outlaw gay sex.
Story: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2002/04/29/4

Planet Out  May  7th 2002   Same-sex  partners  and  other  unmarried 
couples  in  B r itain  should  have  the  right  to  adopt  children,  a 
representative of Prime Minister Tony B lair 's government said.
S tory:  http:// w w w.planetout.com/ne ws/article.html?
2002/05/07/2

R E S E A R C H

January  20, 2002  Sc ie n t i s ts  a t  t he  Reproductive Genetics Institute in Chicago, 
U S,  sa y  t ha t  t he y  ha v e  de v e l o p e d  a  technique that could be used to allow two women 
to have a  child  together, without  the need for  sperm.  T h e  te c h n i q u e  i n v o l v es 
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m a n i p u l a t i n g  ce l l s  ta k e n  f r o m  a  w o m a n  an d  t u r n i n g  t he m  i n t o  'a r t i f i c i a l  spe r m '  w h i c h  
c o u l d  t he n  be  used  t o  f e r t i l i se  an o t he r  w o m a n 's  eg g,  a l l o w i n g  t w o  w o m e n  t o  be  t he 
ge ne t i c  pa re n ts o f  a c h i l d. T h e  te c h n i q ue  w as  de ve l o pe d  t o  he l p  m e n  w i t h  n o  spe r m  ha ve  
c h i l d r e n.
    
T h e  C h i c a g o  sc ie n t i s ts  sa y  t ha t  t he y  a re  a l rea d y  t r i a l l i n g  t he  te c h n i q u e  o n  h u m a n  eg gs, 
an d  i t  m a y  be a va i l a b l e w i t h i n  t w o  y ea rs. M a n y  o t he r  sc i e n t i s ts, h o w e v e r, be l i e v e t ha t  t he 
technique  is  dangerous.  I t  i n v o l v es  a  p r o cess  k n o w n  as  'ha p l o i d i sa t i o n ',  w h e re 
c h r o m os o m es  w i t h i n  a  ce l l  a re  f o r c e d  t o  sepa ra te  i n  ha l f.  I t  i s  be l i e v e d  t ha t  t h is  m i g h t  
ca use i l l n esses t ha t w o u l d  n o t  be ap pa re n t  u n t i l  t he c h i l d  w as o l d er. P r o f esso r B i l l  L e d ge r, 
f r o m  S he f f i e l d  U n i v e rs i t y  i n  t he  U K ,  sa i d  't h i s  te c h n o l o g y  has  a  h i g h  r is k  o f  c rea t i n g  
da ma ge d pe o p l e an d t he re f o r e I  d o n' t t h i n k  i t  sh o u l d  be a l l o w e d  t o  g o  ahead'.
    
365Gay.com March 19, Washington - T h e  first major survey of gay and lesbian 
families shows that nearly half of the American GLBT community are in committed 
relationships. T h e  su r v ey,  b y  O p us C o m m  an d  t he  S. I.  N e w h o use  S c h o o l  a t  S y ra c use 
U n i v e rs i t y  a ls o  sh o w e d  t ha t  13%  of respondents have children under the age of 18 
living at home. T h r ee q ua r t e rs o f  t ha t g r o u p  a re l es b i a n pa re n ts.

N i n e t y  pe r ce n t  o f  t he  res p o n de n ts  sa i d  t he y  w e r e  o u t  t o  t he i r  f r i e n ds. 78. 1  pe r ce n t  w e r e 
o u t  t o  f a m i l y  m e m be rs  w i t h  64.4  pe r c e n t  o u t  a t  w o r k.  L e ss  t ha n  f i v e  pe r ce n t  o f  t he  
resp o n de n ts w e r e n o t  o u t  (4.8 %) at a l l

May 2nd 2002 C o n t ra d i c t i n g  a de ca de-o l d  assu m p t i o n  ab o u t  l es b i a n  hea l t h, a ne w  st u d y  
su g ges ts  t ha t  lesbians don't face a much higher risk  of breast cancer t han  t he i r  
h e te r ose x ua l  s is te rs.
Story:  http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?

2002/05/02/3

M I S C ELL A N EO U S

" I  a m  v e r y  m u c h  i n  a  re l a t i o ns h i p  an d  i t 's  ' t i l l  dea t h  d o  us  pa r t  an d  t ha t 's  a l l  I  w i l l  sa y  
ab o u t  i t. A n d  i t 's w o n d e r f u l."

-- L e s b i a n te n n i s l e ge n d  Martina Navratilova t o C u r v e m a g a z i n e, F e b r ua r y  i ss ue.

January 15th 2002 The Independent  –  London H e r e  i s  so m e t h i n g  t ha t  Annie 
Leibovitz, A m e r i c a's m o s t  f a m o us  an d  h i g h l y  pa i d  f e m a l e  p h o t o g r a p he r, w i l l  b e ha p p y  t o  
hear. A f t e r  w e e k s  o f  us  g oss i p i n g  ab o u t  he r  u n us ua l  an d  ca re f u l l y  g ua r de d  p r i v a te  l i f e--
t ha t ha p pe ns w h e n  y o u  have a baby the turkey-baster way at 52 an d  y o u r  pa r t ne r i s n o t  
j us t  a w o m a n  b u t  a ls o  t he  essa y i s t, au t h o r  an d  i n t e l l e c t ua l  su pe r w o m a n,  Susan Sontag--
su d de n l y  pe o p l e  a re  ta l k i n g  ab o u t  he r  w o r k  aga i n.  S he  can  re l a x.   I t  has  ha p pe ne d  
be cause  o f  a  sp rea d  o f  p i c t u r es  she  t o o k  l as t  m o n t h  i n  t he  B u s h  W h i t e  H o u se. S h o t  i n  
ea r l y  D e c e m be r, t he y  w e r e p u b l i s he d i n  t he Fe b r ua r y  i ss ue o f  Vanity Fair.
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T h i s  i s  t he  a r t i s t, a f t e r  a l l, w h o  ca j o l e d  W h o o p i  G o l d b e r g  t o  p ose  i m m e rse d  i n  a ba t h  o f  
m i l k, an d  w h o  ga v e us D e m i  M o o r e n o t  j us t na k e d b u t  na k e d  an d v e r y  p re g na n t.

I t  i s l a r ge l y  ac ce p te d  b y  n o w  t ha t  L e i b o v i t z  an d  S o n ta g, 68, a re a c o u p l e; ne i t he r  w o m a n,  
h o w e v e r,  has  c o n ce de d  so  m u c h  i n  p u b l i c.  T h e y  l i v e  i n  sepa ra te  pe n t h o use  f l a ts  i n  t he  
sa me apa r t m e n t  b u i l d i n g  i n  t he C h e l sea ne i g h b o u r h o o d  o f  M a n h a t t a n, w i t h  sha re d st o ra ge 
space.  T h e i r  t i g h t-k n i t  a n d  e x t r e me l y  l o f t y  c i r c l e  o f  N e w  Y o r k  pa ls  ha v e  a l l  he l pe d  k ee p  
an d  m a i n ta i n  t he f e n ce o f  p r i v a c y  i n ta c t. 

O f f e n d  L e i b o v i t z  an d S o n ta g an d  y o u  m a y  ne v e r  ge t a de ce n t  M a n h a t t a n  i n v i t e
a ga i n. " T he y  ha v e p o w e r f u l  f r i e n ds w h o  p r o te c t t he m." 

F o r  a  l es b ia n  t o  sta r t  a  f a m i l y  w i t h  t he  he l p  o f  a r t i f i c i a l  i nse m i n a t i o n  i s  n o t  an y t h i n g  
espec i a l l y  ne w  o r  su r p r i s i n g.   M o r e  u n us ua l  a re  L e i b o v i t z 's  ad v a n ce d  y ea rs.   A t  52, 
L e i b o v i t z,  w h o  de l i v e re d  b y  C aesa rea n,  m u s t  su re l y  be  at  t he  v e r y  l i m i t  o f  he r  
p h y s i o l o g i ca l  ab i l i t y  t o  bea r c h i l d r e n.

365Gay.com March 11, 2002 - MEXICO CITY - A film showing Barbie as a lesbian 
has been banned i n  M e x i c o. 

" Ba r b i e  G e ts  Sad  T o o"  w as  d ue  t o  be  sh o w n  at  M e x i c o  C i t y 's  U r b a n-Fes t  f es t i v a l.  B u t  
M a t t e l  I n c.,  w h i c h  m a k es  B a r b i e,  o b t a i ne d  a  c o u r t  o r de r  ba n n i n g  t he  f i l m  f r o m  be i n g  
sh o w n. 

T h e  c o m pa n y  sa ys t he f i l m  i s p o r n o g ra p h i c  an d  w i l l  sp o i l  t he d o l l 's w h o l es o m e i m a ge. 

T h e  f i l m,  w h i c h  w as  m a de  i n  A r g e n t i n a, sh o w s  B a r b i e  ha v i n g  a se x ua l  r e l a t i o ns h i p  w i t h  
he r  L a t i n a se r v a n t, ac c o r d i n g  t o  M e x i c o 's R e f o r m a  ne w s pa per. 

" T h i s  f i l m  has been  sh o w n  as a w o r k  o f  a r t  i n  A r g e n t i n a  an d  i n  B r a z i l, w h e re  i t  w a s  e ve n  
sh o w n  o n  T V  w i t h o u t  an y  scan da l,"  he  sa i d.  " I  d o n ' t  k n o w  w h y  t he y  a re  so  b o t he re d  
ab o u t  i t  i n  M e x i c o." 

Ne ws from the Lesbian Mothers A ssociation

J U N E :

For  adults  only: Saturday  June 15 at  8  pm .  Special Conference:  New 
Rights for Lesbian Mothers: Civil Union, Adoption and Fertility Clinics.  At 2331 
Belgrave, NDG (metro Vendome then bus 105 to Sherbrooke and Royal/ Belgrave). 
For more info : 514-846-1543.

JULY:
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For adults and kids:  O n  Saturday July 6th w e ’ l l  be  m ee t i n g  at  Parc Lafontaine (on 
S he r b r o o k e  be t w ee n  Pa r c  L a f o n ta i ne  an d  Pap i neau,  b us  24) at  11 a.m. f o r  a  picnic / 
BBQ.  T h e  m ee t i n g  p l a ce  i s  a t  t he  c h i l d r e n’s  p l a y g r o u n d  (wh i c h  i s  nea r  R a c he l  a t  t he  
n o r t h  en d  o f  t he  pa r k).  B r i n g  y o u r  o w n  f o o d,  d r i n k s, b l a n k e ts, ga m es, m u s i c,  e t c.  I f  i t  
r a i ns, t he p i c n i c  w i l l  ta k e p l a ce o n  S u n da y  Ju l y  7 t h, i ns tea d.

AUGUST:

O n  Saturday August 3th, from 11:00 a.m.  to 5 p.m., a l o n g  w i t h  o t he r  c o m m u n i t y  
o r ga n i za t i o ns, w e  w i l l  ha v e  an  i n f o r m a t i o n  k i os k  f o r  t he  “Journée communautaire” as 
part of the Pride festivities.  W e  en c o u ra ge  y o u  t o  j o i n  us  t he re  b o t h  t o  su p p o r t  o u r  
g r o u p  an d  t o  f i n d  o u t  ab o u t  o t he r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps t ha t  m a y  be  o f  i n t e res t t o  y o u.  T h i s  
y ea r t he e ve n t  i s a t a ne w  s i t e!  K i o s ks w i l l  b e g r o u pe d  o n  Berri between Ste. Catherine 
and René-Levesque as well as on Ste-Catherine between St-Denis and St-Hubert. 
F o o d  w i l l  be a va i l a b l e o n  t he s i te.

T h e  Gay Pride Parade w i l l  ta k e p l a ce o n  Sunday August 4th, beginning at 12:00 p.m. 
T h i s  y ea r  aga i n, t he  r o u t e  w i l l  be g i n  at  René- Lévesque (Dorchester) corner Guy an d 
f i n i s h  at  S t-D e n i s.   T h e  m i n u t e  o f  s i l e n ce  w i l l  be  at  1 3:30.  W e  w i l l  b e  c o n ta c t i n g  y o u  
w i t h  m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n ce r n i n g  o u r  sp o t  i n  t he pa ra de, a f e w  w ee ks be f o r e t he e ve n t. 

Good news for web surfers!  The Lesbian Mothers Association is proud to announce 
our brand-new web-site.  Two members of our association, Monica Perazzo and 
Gabriel Pinkstone helped a graphic designer who worked countless hours to put this 
wonderful site together.  Come and and visit us at: 
www.aml-lma.org 
For comments and feedback Monica can be contacted at: moperazzo@hotmail.com
Happy Surfing!

T h e  Quebec Lesbian Network (RLQ), i n v i t es  y o u  t o  i t s  annual general assembly o n  
Sa t u r da y  June 15th 2002 f r o m  1 :30-5 p. m. T h e  asse m b l y  w i l l  be  he l d  at U Q A M ,  i n  t he 
S c i e n ces de l a ges t i o n  pa v i l l i o n, r m. R-R 1 20, at 3 1 5  S te C a t he r i n e est (cor ne r San g u i ne t).

Spring Dance- The Quebec Lesbian Network (RLQ) is  ha v i n g  a  pa r t y  o n  June 1st 

2002 at 8:30 p.m . a t  t he  CCGL M  (2075 r ue  P less is).  E n t r a n ce f ee i s  $6.  F o r  m o r e 
i n f o  p l ease ca l l  5 1 4-28 1-0 1 46.

The bulletin board is a free forum for members to communicate 
amongst each other.  If you want to post an announcement in the 
next issue please send it to us at any time to info@aml-lma.org or 
by post to AML, 2401 Coursol, Montreal, Quebec, H3J 1C8
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IF you have something to advertise, sell, rent or buy…
anything where money must change hands, you can 
place an ad in the newsletter. Ads cost 20 cents per 
word.

USBORNE  BOOKS  AT HOME : Q u a l i t y,  f u n,  i n te ra c t i v e  l ea r n i n g  b o o k s  f o r  a l l  a ges! 
B o o k  a  h o m e  sho w  t o da y  w i t h  Diane, or Pheleshia, at 450-621-6883 an d  ea r n  F R E E  
B O O K S!   B o o k s a re a va i l a b l e en F ra n ca is o r  i n  E n g l i s h.

Les Productions B.E.A.R.Productions 
B es t E d u ca t i o na l, A n i m a te d, R e c rea t i o n  
B o n  E nse i g n e m e n t  A n i m é  et R é c réa t i f  
W e  o f f e r  p r o f ess i o na l  p r o g r a m m i n g  an d an i m a t i o n  f o r  a l l  e ve n ts! 
A l l  p r o g r a ms are ta i l o r e d t o  y o u r  spec i f i c  needs!
Se r v i c es a re a va i l a b l e i n  E n g l i s h  an d  en F r a n ça is.
Pheleshia or Diane (450) 621-6883 or Fax: (450) 621-6560

Heather Mullin, M.S.W.  Individual, Couple, Family &  Group Counseling.
S pe c ia l  I n t e res ts:  M e n t a l  H e a l t h,  A d d i c t i o ns,  &  Se x ua l  O r i e n ta t i o n  / I d e n t i t y  I ss ues. 
Q u ee n E l i z a be t h  H e a l t h  C o m p l e x  (Vend o m e M e t r o)  (514) 769-7312.

G r u p o  B e be ca r crib -- N e w  $350, Y o u rs f o r  o n l y  $ 1 50 (bare l y  used!)
E v e n f l o  ba b y  back-pack -- N e w  $75, Y o u rs f o r  o n l y  $30
P l ease r i n g  Bridget -- 486-0371.
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