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S o me  o f  y o u  m u s t  be  w o n d e r i n g  w h a t  ha p pe ne d  a t  t he  asso c i a t i o n ’s  l as t  an n ua l  ge ne ra l  
m e e t i n g  (AG M).  I n  t he p re v i o u s  ne w s l e t te r  t he  m e m be rs  o f  o u r  b oa r d  ha d  p r o p osed  t he 
i dea  o f  o pe n i n g  t he  g r o u p  t o  ga y  f a t he rs  t he re b y  m a k i n g  t he  asso c i a t i o n  m i x e d.   W e l l, 
l o n g  be f o r e t he m ee t i n g  ac t ua l l y  t o o k  p l a ce, m a n y  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs be ga n t o  sen d  an d  ca l l  
i n  t he i r  o p i n i o ns  o n  t h is  su b j e c t.  A t  f i r s t  i t  see me d  t ha t  a  n u m be r  o f  w o m e n  w e r e  i n  
f a v o u r  o f  t he i d ea, an d  y e t  t he re  w as  o f t e n  a sense o f  sad ness an d  a re l u c ta n ce t o  c ha n ge 
w h a t  m a n y  c o ns i de re d a p re c i o us reso u r c e.  A l t h o u g h  m a n y  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs ha d ha d v e r y  
p os i t i v e  i n te ra c t i o ns  w i t h  ga y  f a t he rs, t he re  w as  st i l l  t he  re g re t  t ha t  M o n t r ea l  w o u l d  l ose  
y e t  an o t he r  p l a ce  t ha t  ha d  been  f o r  l esb i a ns  o n l y.  S o me  m e m be rs  a ls o  f e l t  s t r o n g l y  t ha t  
t he  d y na m i c  o f  t he  g r o u p  w o u l d  c ha n ge  i f  m e n  w e r e  a l l o w e d  i n.  A n d  so  i n  t he  en d, w e  
de c i de d t o  p u t  t he q ues t i o n  o n  h o l d.

W h a t  d i d  c o m e o u t  o f  t h is g r o u p  re f l e c t i o n  w as t ha t m a n y  l es b i a n m o t h e rs sa w  t he be ne f i t  
o f  d o i n g  ac t i v i t i es, o n  an  o c cas i o na l  bas is, w i t h  ga y  da ds  an d  t he i r  c h i l d r e n.  A s i d e  f r o m  
t he  f a c t  t ha t  w e  sha re  m a n y  c o m m o n  c o n ce r ns,  w e  a ls o  f e l t  t ha t  d o i n g  so m e  ac t i v i t i es 
t o ge t he r  w i t h  ga y  da ds w as  a w a y  t ha t w e  c o u l d  teac h  o u r  c h i l d r e n  ab o u t  f a m i l y  d i v e rs i t y  
an d  p rese n t t he m  w i t h  w o n de r f u l  n u r t u r i n g  r o l e m o d e ls.

T h e  asso c i a t i o n  des  pè res  ga is  de  M o n t r éa l  i s  a  g r o u p  f o r  ga y  m e n  w h o  a re  c o m i n g  o u t  
l a te r  i n  l i f e.  T h e  v as t  m a j o r i t y  o f  t hese m e n  d o  n o t  ha v e  c us t o d y  o f  t he i r  c h i l d r e n.  A n d  
so a t  o u r  l as t  A G M  w e  de c i de d  t o  p u t  so me  e f f o r t  i n t o  k i c k-sta r t i n g  a ne w  g r o u p  f o r  ga y  
da ds w h o  ha ve c h i l d r e n  i n  t he i r  c us t o d y  o r  w h o  a re p l a n n i n g  t o  sta r t  a f a m i l y.   I n  t he f a l l  
w e  w i l l  o r ga n i z e  an  ac t i v i t y  f o r  ga y  m e n  o n  t he  t he me  o f  pa re n t i n g.  O u r  h o pe  i s  t ha t  a 
l ea de r  w i l l  e me r ge  w h o  i s  i n te res te d  an d  w i l l i n g  t o  c o o r d i n a te  a  g r o u p.   I f  t h i s  d oes  
ha p pe n, w e  can  e ve n t ua l l y  p l a n  v a r i o us  ac t i v i t i es  t o ge t he r  f r o m  t i m e  t o  t i m e.  T h e  b oa r d  
w as g i v e n  t he m a n da te t o  at te m p t  t o  sta r t  suc h a g r o u p.

O n e  o f  t he  i n te res t i n g  p o i n ts  t ha t  ca me  o u t  o f  o u r  A G M  w as  t ha t  o u r  m e m b e rs  w e r e  
a ma ze d  at  a l l  t he  L M A  ac c o m p l i s hes  o v e r  a  y ear.  T h e y  w e r e  a ls o  i m p r esse d  w i t h  o u r  
p l a ns  f o r  t he  y ea r  t o  c o m e.   B e ca use  o n l y  a  s ma l l  p e r c e n ta ge  o f  o u r  m e m be rs   ac t ua l l y  
a t te n de d  t he A G M  (bad w e a t he r  d i d n ’ t  h e l p  t he s i t ua t i o n) w e  t h o u g h t  i t  w o u l d  be  a g o o d  
i dea t o l e t t he res t o f  y o u  k n o w  w h a t  w e n t  o n.

O u r  an n ua l  re p o r t  c o v e r e d  t he  pe r i o d  be t w ee n  A p r i l  1 st 2002- an d  M a r c h  3 1 st 2003.  T h e  
p re v i o us y ea r ’s re p o r t  h a d been e x te ns i v e be ca use o f  t he f l u r r y  o f  ac t i v i t y  su r r o u n d i n g  t he 
de ba te  o n  C i v i l  U n i o n  an d  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts.  F o r  t he  m o s t  pa r t  t h is  o c c u r r e d  i n  F e b r ua r y  
2002  (be f o re  t h is  f i s ca l  y ea r).  A l t h o u g h  t h i s  y ea r  has  bee n  so me w h a t  q u i e te r, w e  w e r e  
st i l l  p r o u d  t o  p rese n t o u r  m a n y  ac c o m p l i s h m e n ts.
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L M A  m e m be rs  s i t  o n  t he  b oa r d  o f  t he  Table de concertation des lesbiennes et gais  
du Québec, w h i c h  i s t he m a i n  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p  i n  t h i s p r o v i n c e.  T h i s  y ear, D i a n e L a b e l l e  

i s  t he c o-p res i de n t  o f  t he  Table.  S he i s  a ls o  a l es b ia n  m o m  o n  L M A ’s  b oa r d  o f  d i r e c t o rs 

an d  so w e  ha v e a d i r e c t  l i n k  t o  t he Table.  B e i n g  a teac he r, D i a n e i s pa r t i c u l a r l y  ac t i v e  i n  

t he d oss i e r  o f  ed u ca t i o n.  S he i s  i n  t he p r o cess o f  o r ga n i z i n g  a spec ia l  g r o u p  de d i ca te d  t o  
ed u ca t i o n  i ss ues  so  t ha t  p ressu re  can  be  p u t  d i r e c t l y  o n  t he  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  dea l  w i t h  t he 
p r o b l e m  o f  h o m o p h o b i a i n  t he sc h o o l s.

S y l v i e  G asc o n  o f  t he  L M A  a ls o  re p resen ts  us  o n  t he  b oa r d  o f  A L G I  –  t he  A s sociation 
des Lesbiennes et Gais sur l’Internet.  S he  m o d e ra tes an  o n-l i n e  d i s c uss i o n  g r o u p  f o r  

ga y  an d  l es b i a n pa re n ts ca l l e d  “Parents A u ssi. ”  

T h i s  y ea r  o u r  m e m be rs  a ls o  pa r t i c i p a te d  i n  la  Coalition  québécoise  pour  la 
reconnaissance  des  conjoint  et  conjointes  de  même  sexe,  l’Association 
canadienne  pour  la  santé  mentale  ( ACS M ),  la  Fédération  des  femmes  du  
Québec,  la  Centrale  des  syndicats  du  Québec, Égale  Canada an d  t he  Centre 
communautaire des gais et lesbiennes du M o ntréal.

O v e r  t he  y ea r,  v a r i o us  b oa r d  m e m be rs  d i d  p rese n ta t i o ns  o n  ga y  an d  l esb i a n  pa re n t i n g. 
W e  p resen te d  i n  u n i v e rs i t i es, a t c o n f e re n ces an d  t o  v a r i o us  hea l t h  p r o f ess i o na l s.  W e  a ls o 
he l pe d t he A C S M  o r ga n i z e a h u ge l y  suc cess f u l  c o l l o q u i u m  o n  h o m o p h o b i a i n  t he sc h o o l s  
w h i c h  t o o k  p l a ce i n  O c t o be r  2002.

I n  te r ms  o f  m e d i a  p resen ta t i o ns  o u r  m e m be rs  t o o k  pa r t  i n  t he  m a k i n g  o f  v i d e os  an d  T V  
p r o g r a ms.   Es pec i a l l y  n o t a b l e  w e r e  m e m be rs’  c o n t r i b u t i o ns  t o  t he  v i d e o  Silence S V P  
( t he  f i r s t  F r e n c h-l a n g ua ge  v i d e o  o n  h o m o p h o b i a  i n  t he  sc h o o l s) an d  t he  pa r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  
G a b r i e l  P i n k s t o ne  an d  M o n i c a  Pe ra z z o  i n  t he  T V  p r o g r a m   “Out in the City - Out à  
M o ntréal ” a d o c u-d ra m a t ha t has ea r ne d t he m  q uas i-sta r sta t us!

I n  a  l ess  g l a m o r o us  v e i n  w e  pa r t i c i p a te d  i n  n u m e r o us  te l e v i s i o n  i n te r v i e w s  o n  sub j e c ts 
ra n g i n g  f r o m  c i v i l  u n i o n  an d  m a r r i a ge, t o  f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i cs, l es b i a n  hea l t h,  pa re n t i n g  an d  
ga y  r i g h ts  ad v o ca c y.   W e  a ls o  d i d  35  ne w s pa pe r  i n t e r v i e w s  an d  w r o t e  a  n u m be r  o f  
ed i t o r i a l  c o m m e n t  p i e ces, f o u r  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  p u b l i s he d.  W e  a ls o  d i d  a l o t  o f  ra d i o  an d  
I n t e r ne t i n t e r v i e w s.

O n  t he  p o l i t i c a l  an d  soc i a l  l e v e l  w e  m a de  p r o g r ess.  A l t h o u g h  as  y o u  k n o w,  t he  m a i n  
p u b l i c  hea r i n gs f o r  t he C i v i l  U n i o n  B i l l  t o o k  p l a ce i n  F e b r ua r y  2002, t he re  w as  a sec o n d  
pa r l i a me n ta r y  c o m m i ss i o n  i n  M a y  2002  t o  f u r t h e r  st u d y  t he  q ues t i o n  o f  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts. 
T h e  L M A  p resen te d  a sec o n d  b r i e f  a t  t h i s  hea r i n g  an d  i n  t he  sa me  m o n t h  a ls o  p resen te d  
sepe ra te l y  t o  t he L i b e r a l  ca u c us, as L i b e r a l  pa r t y  m e m be rs res is te d, t i l l  t he en d, i n  g i v i n g  
us f u l l  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts.

O n  t he  f e de ra l  l e v e l,  i n  F e b r ua r y  2003,  t he  L M A  p resen te d  a  b r i e f  i n  t he  H o u se  o f  
C o m m o ns i n  O t t a w a  as k i n g  f o r  ac cess t o  t he i ns t i t u t i o n  o f  m a r r i a ge.  I n d i v i d u a l  m e m be rs 
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a ls o  p resen te d  b r i e f s  l a te r  o n.   A l t h o u g h  m a n y  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs  a re  n o t  pe rs o na l l y  
i n t e res te d  i n  ge t t i n g  m a r r i e d, t he re see ms  t o  be  a st r o n g  c o nsens us t ha t  t he c h o i c e  sho u l d  
be  a va i l a b l e  t o  t h ose  w h o  a re.  W e  a ls o  be l i e v e  t ha t  w e  w i l l  n o t  m a k e  f u l l  p r o g r ess  i n  
o t he r i m p o r t a n t  d oss ie rs suc h  as ed u ca t i o n  an d  l esb i a n hea l t h  u n l ess w e  are m a de f u l l  a n d  
eq ua l  c i t i z e ns u n de r  a l l  C a na d i a n l a w s.  T h i s  i s an essen t i a l  f i r s t  s tep.

I n  te r ms  o f  resea r c h  o n  o u r  f a m i l i es, w e  c o n t i n ue  t o  c o l l a b o r a te  w i t h  D r. D a n i e l l e  Ju l i e n  
at  U Q A M .   H e r  resea r c h  o n  o u r  f a m i l i es  i s  f u n de d  u n t i l  Sep te m b e r  2005 an d  i s  t he m o s t  
e x te ns i v e  C a na d i a n  resea r c h  t ha t  w as  e ve r  ca r r i e d  o u t  o n  o u r  f a m i l i es.   W e  a ls o 
pa r t i c i p a te d  o n  a s ma l l e r  sca le  i n  resea r c h  p r o j e c ts  w i t h  H e a l t h  C a na da  an d  le R éseau 
québecois pour la santé des femmes.  I n  ad d i t i o n  w e  c o n t i n ue  t o  resp o n d  re g u l a r l y  t o 
ca l l s f r o m  st u de n ts w h o  a re d o i n g  pa pe rs o n  sa me-se x  pa re n ts an d  t he i r  c h i l d r e n.

W e  w e r e  v e r y  p r o u d  t h is  y ea r  t o  ha v e  p u t  t o ge t he r  t w o  ne w  g u i d es. F i r s t l y, w e  u p da te d  
o u r  A lternative Family Guide, w h i c h  i s  n o w  i n  i t s  t h i r d  ed i t i o n.   T h i s  u p da te  w as  

needed be ca use, u n l i k e  p re v i o us y ea rs, w e  n o w  ha v e access t o  so m e o f  t he f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i cs 
i n  Q u e be c.   T h i s  ac cess  w as  i n  l a r ge  pa r t  d ue  t o  i n te r v e n t i o ns  i n i t i a te d  b y  t he  L M A .  
S ta r t i n g  ba c k  i n  t he f a l l  o f  200 1  w e  sub m i t t e d  a b r i e f  i n  O t t a w a  i n  t he c o n te x t  o f  t he N e w  
R e p r o d u c t i v e  Te c h n o l o g i es B i l l .  L a s t  D e c e m be r  2002 a c l a use w as f i n a l l y  ad de d  i n t o  t he 
s la te d  l e g is l a t i o n  t ha t  w o u l d  p r o h i b i t  b a r r i n g  l es b ia ns  ac cess t o  f e r t i l i t y  t rea t m e n ts.  T h e 
b i l l  i s  ab o u t  t o  be  ad o p te d  an d  t he  c l a use  has  re ma i n e d  i n ta c t  (see i ns i de  st o r y).  T h i s  
m ea ns  t ha t,  i n  t he  nea r  f u t u r e,  i t  w i l l  ac t ua l l y  be  i l l e ga l  t o  de n y  l es b ia ns,  an y w h e re  i n  
C a na da, ac cess t o  f e r t i l i t y  t rea t m e n ts.  O u r  ne w  f a m i l y  g u i d e re f l e c ts t he f a c t  t ha t  w e  can  
ac cess p r o f ess i o na l  f e r t i l i t y  se r v i ces  an d  t ha t  he re  i n  Q u e be c  t he  l a ws  n o w  f u l l y  su p p o r t  
o u r  f a m i l i es.

O u r  o t he r  p u b l i c a t i o n  t h i s  y ea r  i s  o u r  Civil Union Guide t ha t  w as  w r i t t e n  b y  M a r i e-

F ra n ce  B u r ea u,  a  spec i a l i s t  i n  f a m i l y  l a w  an d  M o n a  G r ee n ba u m,  L M A ’s  c o o r d i na t o r. 
A l t h o u g h  t he re  w as  i n i t i a l l y  a  s ma l l  f ee  t o  o b ta i n  t he  g u i d e, w e  n o w  ha v e  c o v e re d  o u r  
e x pe nses  an d  can  g i v e  i t  a w a y  f o r  f r ee.   T h i s  i s  i m p o r t a n t,  as  m a n y  l es b ia ns  ac r oss  
Q u e be c a re st i l l  v a g ue o n  t he m a n y  p os i t i v e ad va n ces t ha t w e r e m a de i n  t he pas t y ear.

T o  h o n o u r  a l l  t h is  ac t i v i t y  w e  w e r e  g i v e n  t w o  sepa ra te ac k n o w l e d ge m e n ts l as t  y ear.  T h e  
A M L  w o n  t he prix A rc-en-ciel i n  2002 f o r  soc ia l  ac t i v i s m, a p r i z e t ha t i s a w a r de d b y  t he 
c o m m u n i t y  t o  i n d i v i d ua l s  o r  g r o u ps  w h o  ha ve  ad va n ce d  t he  r i g h ts  o f  ga y s  an d  l es b i a ns. 
M o n a  G r ee n ba u m  an d  N i c o l e  Paq ue t t e (L M A ’s p res i de n t) w e r e  a ls o  c h osen  b y  Coup de 
Pouce m a ga z i ne  as  a m o n gs t  t he  20  m o s t  i n f l u e n t i a l  w o m e n  o f  t he  y ea r  2002.   A s  

h u m o r o us  as  i t  w a s  t o  f i n d  o u rse l v es  i n-  be t w ee n  b r o w n i e  re c i pes  an d  h o r os c o pes, 
ap pea r i n g  i n  a  m a i ns t rea m  m a ga z i ne  suc h  as  t h is  re vea ls  t he  p r o g r ess  t ha t  w e,  as  a 
c o m m u n i t y, ha v e m a de i n  te r ms o f  ac ce p ta n ce o f  o u r  f a m i l i es.

W e  a ls o  ha d  t he p l easu r e at  o u r  A G M  t o  p rese n t  a n u m be r  o f  f u t u r e  p r o j e c ts.  O n e  t ha t  i s 
nea r  an d  v e r y  dea r  t o  t he  hea r ts  o f  a  n u m be r  o f  o u r  m e m b e rs  i s  a  p r o j e c t  t o  de v e l o p  a  
F re n c h  l a n g ua ge  b o o k  gea re d  t o  e le me n t a r y-sc h o o l  age  c h i l d r e n  t ha t  w i l l  e m b ra ce  t he 
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t he me  o f  f a m i l y  d i v e rs i t y, i n c l u d i n g  o f  c o u rse, ga y  an d  l es b i a n  pa re n ts.  W e  are c u r r e n t l y  
w o r k i n g  w i t h  les Éditions R emue-menage t o ge t t h is p r o j e c t u n de r w a y. 

W i t h  a l l  t he  l e ga l  r e c o g n i t i o n  t ha t  o u r  f a m i l i es  ha ve  o b ta i ne d  i n  t he  pas t  y ea r,  soc i a l  
r e c o g n i t i o n  i s  st i l l  l a c k i n g  i n  m a n y  a reas.  O u r  c h i l d r e n  f ee l  t h is  i n  t he  sc h o o l y a r ds, an d  
w e  f ee l  i t  as  w e l l  w h e n  w e  dea l  w i t h  hea l t h  ca re  p ra c t i t i o ne rs  o r  p r o f ess i o na ls  i n  t he  
so c ia l  se r v i ces.   O u r  st ra te g y  t o  dea l  w i t h  t h is  i s  t w o-f o l d.   W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  be g i n  
c o n t a c t i n g  an d  ne t w o r k i n g  w i t h  he te r ose x u a l  pa re n t i n g  g r o u ps, c u l t u r a l  an d  c o m m u n i t y  
o r ga n i za t i o ns, as w e l l  as hea l t h  se r v i ces.  W e  p l a n  t o  at te m p t  t h is  o u t reac h  i n  t he c o n te x t  
o f  t he  Journée nationale de lutte contre l’homophobie t ha t  w i l l  be  he l d  f o r  t he  f i r s t 
t i m e  t h is y ea r o n  June 4 t h, 2003.  

W e  w o u l d  a ls o l i k e  t o  sta r t  sea r c h i n g  f o r  ans we rs b y  reac h i n g  o u t  t o  o t he r ga y  an d  l es b ia n  
pa re n ts an d  c o m m u n i t y  o r ga n i za t i o ns w h o  ha v e pe r ha ps f o u n d  so l u t i o ns  t o  p r o b l e ms t ha t  
w e  ca n  l ea r n  f r o m.   W e  e x p l o r e d  t he  i dea  o f  a  c r oss-C a na da  pa re n t i n g  ne t w o r k  at  t he  
É g a l e  c o n f e re n ce  i n  M a y  2003  an d  w o u l d  e ve n t ua l l y  l i k e  t o  o r ga n i ze  an  I n t e r na t i o n a l  
pa re n t i n g  c o n f e re n ce  i n  t he  y ea r  2006,  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  M o n t r ea l ’s  G a y  G a mes. 
T h ese a re  p l a ns  t ha t  w i l l  su re l y  en r i c h  o u r  o w n  c o m m u n i t y  he re  i n  Q u e be c  an d  w e  h o pe 
t o  ge t as m a n y  L M A  m e m be rs as p oss i b l e i n v o l v e d.

F i n a l l y  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p u t  t o ge t he r  an o t he r  res o u r ce  f o r  o u r  m e m be rs  as  w e l l  as 
l es b ia ns  i n  ge ne ra l  w h o  c o n ta c t  us.  W e  p l a n  t o  de v e l o p  a se r i es o f  g u i d es  ab o u t  c o m i n g  
o u t.  I n  t hese  g u i d es  w e  w i l l  t o u c h  u p o n  st ra te g i es  t o  c o m e  o u t  t o  f a m i l y  m e m be rs  an d  
f r i e n ds, a t  t he  w o r k p l a ce  an d  t o  hea l t h  ca re  p r o v i d e rs.  W e  h o pe  t o  be  ab l e  t o  d i s t r i b u t e 
t hese as w i d e l y  as p oss i b l e.

W e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  hea r  f r o m  y o u!  Y o u r  i d eas  an d  p l a ns  a re  w h a t  m a k e  t he  A M L  g r o w! 
P l ease f ee l  f r ee t o  c o n ta c t  us  at  an y  t i m e  i f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  ge t  m o r e  i n v o l v e d  o r  ha v e  
i deas t ha t y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  i m p l e m e n t.

Interested in writing for our newsletter? Send your articles at any time 
to info@aml-lma.org or by post to AML, 2401 Coursol, Montreal, Quebec, 
H3J 1C8

Ne ws B riefs- February  2003-May 2003

Montreal Ne ws

February  14th 2003 –  T h e  c o m m u n i t y  o r ga n i za t i o n  “Dire enfin  la violence”  has 
an n o u n ce d t ha t i t  w i l l  cease functioning d ue t o a l a c k  o f  c o ns is te n t f i n a n c i a l  su p p o r t. 

D ire enfin has  he l pe d  1 000s  o f  ga ys  an d  l es b ia ns  w h o  ha v e  bee n  t he  ta r ge t  o f  ha te 

c r i m es.  T h e y  ha v e  w o r k e d  w i t h  t he  M o n t r ea l  p o l i c e  de pa r t m e n t  t o  he l p  t he m  de v e l o p  
4
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g rea te r  u n de rs ta n d i n g  an d  a w a re ness,  ga v e  sens i t i z a t i o n  t ra i n i n gs,  c o n f e re n ces  an d  
p r o v i d e d  a m i l i e u  f o r  n u m e r o us st u de n t  i n te r ns h i ps.

D e s p i t e  t he m a n y  v o l u n t ee rs w h o  w o r k e d  f o r  t he o r ga n i z a t i o n  o v e r  t he y ea rs an d  des p i t e 
a t te m p ts  t o  c u t  e x pe nses  i n  e ve r y  w a y  p oss i b l e,  D ire enfin has  f i n a l l y  bee n  f o r c e d  t o  
st o p  f u n c t i o n i n g.   A n o t he r  sad  l oss  f o r  t he  c o m m u n i t y  d i r e c t l y  r e l a te d  t o  a  l a c k  o f  
g o v e r n m e n t  sub v e n t i o n.

April  4th,  2003 -  Les  Archives  gaies  du  Québec has  ce le b ra te d  i t s  20th 

anniversary.   T h e  A rchives  gaies  c o ns is ts  o f  an  e x ce l l e n t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  q uee r  
c u l t u ra l  an d  h i s t o r i ca l  m e m o r a b i l i a:   m a g a z i nes,  ne w s pa pe r  c u t t i n gs,  b o o k s,  p h o t os, 
p os te rs, e t c., e t c. T h e  archives gais has a ls o suc ceeded o v e r  t he y ea rs i n  t he i r  m a n da te t o  

d i sse m i n a te  ga y  an d  l esb i a n  c u l t u r e  b y  h os t i n g  d o ze ns  o f  e x h i b i t i o ns,  sc ree n i n gs  an d  
c o n f e r e n ces.

Provincial ne ws

May  1st 2003 –  A  ne w  pedagogical “tool box” that teachers can use 
to  fight  homophobia  in  the  schools  has  finally  been  put 
together.   Paul  Trottier, an  openly  gay  school  commissioner 
w i th  the  Commission  scolaire de Montréal ( C S D M )  stated that 
this  important  first  step is  the result  of  a resolution  that  w as  
made three years ago by the council of school commissioners in 
order  to  fight  homophobia  and  deal  w i th  the  high  rate  of 
adolescent suicide.

T h e  k i t  i s  ca l l e d  “Pour une nouvelle vision de l’homosexualité” (“ F o r  a ne w  v i s i o n  o f  
h o m ose x ua l i t y ”).  I t  w a s  p u t  t o ge t he r  c o n j o i n t l y  b y  t he  C S D M ,  l a  Direction de la santé 
publique (DSP) an d  a n u m be r  o f  ga y  an d  l es b ia n  c o m m u n i t y  o r ga n i z a t i o ns, suc h  as G a i-
É c o u t e,  G R I S-M o n t r ea l  an d  Sé r o-Z é r o.   Martine Fortier  o f  t he  D S P  c o o r d i n a te d  t he 
w h o l e  p r o j e c t.

I n  t h is  e x te ns i v e  k i t  teac he rs  can  f i n d  ac t i v i t i es  f o r  sens i t i z a t i o n  an d  de m y s t i f i c a t i o n, 
v a r i o us  res o u r ce  g u i d es, a pe da g o g i c a l  g u i d e  w i t h  l esso n  p l a ns, v i d e os, a C D-R O M  an d  
e ve n  st i c k e rs!  T h e  ta r ge t  au d i e n ce i s  b o t h  p r i m a r y  an d  sec o n da r y  sc h o o l s.  W h i l e  t he k i t  
i s c u r r e n t l y  a va i l a b l e e x c l us i v e l y  i n  F r e n c h, se ve ra l  c o m m u n i t y  o r ga n i z a t i o ns ha v e be g u n  
an E n g l i s h  adap ta t i o n  an d a re c u r r e n t l y  see k i n g  f u n d i n g  t o  su p p o r t  t h i s p r o j e c t.

T h e  k i t, w h i c h  i s su re t o  ha v e a h u ge i m p a c t  i n  t he sc h o o l s, i s a va i l a b l e t o  an y  sc h o o l  t ha t 
pa r t i c i p a tes  i n  a f r ee  o ne-da y  training session g i v e n  b y  t he  D SP.  F o r  m o r e  i n f o  o n  t he  
t ra i n i n g  sess i o n  an d  t he  k i t  p l ease ca l l  C o l l è ge  M a i s o n ne u v e  (whe re  t he  t ra i n i n g  sess i o n  
ta k es p l a ce) at 514-254-7131.
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May 6th, 2003 –  The Gazette – G a y  an d  l es b ia n  g r o u ps  w i l l  be g i n  t o  m a r k  June 4th 

as  an  annual  day  to  combat  homophobia  in  Quebec.  T h i s  e ve n t, 
i n i t i a t e d  b y  l a  Fondation  Emergence w as  des i g ne d  m a i n l y  t o  ed u ca te  t he  p u b l i c. 
“ I t  i s  n o t  a  pa r t y  o r  a  p i c n i c,”  sa i d  Alain Johnson,  ge ne ra l  d i r e c t o r  o f  Fondation 
Emergence. ” I t  i s  a m o m e n t  i n  t he  y ea r  w h e re  w e  t r y  t o  st o p  an d  ta l k  ab o u t  w h a t  i s  t he  

s i t ua t i o n  f o r  us  i n  Q ue be c.”   S pea ke rs  an d  resea r c he rs  f r o m  M c G i l l  U n i v e rs i t y,  t he 
U n i v e rs i té d u  Q u é be c à M o n t r éa l  an d  U n i v e rs i t é L a v a l  w i l l  g i v e  l e c t u r es o n  i ss ues re l a t e d  
t o  f i g h t i n g  h o m o p h o b i a.

T h e  f o u n da t i o n  w i l l  a ls o  d i s t r i b u te  d o c u m e n ts  t o  sc h o o l s  an d  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps  i n  
Q u e be c t o  ra ise a wa re ness ab o u t  t he p r o b l e ms ga y s an d l es b ia ns f a ce.

“ I f  t he re  i s  so me  u n de rs ta n d i n g  t he re  w i l l  be  l ess  p re j u d i c e  an d  e ve n t ua l l y  l ess 
h o m o p h o b i a,” Joh ns o n  sa i d.

Canadian Ne ws

January  30, 2003 - 365Gay.com - F o r  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  C a na da  w i l l  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  o u t  

j us t  h o w  m a n y  ga ys  an d  l esb i a ns  t he re  a re  i n  t he  c o u n t r y.  Statistics Canada an n o u n ce d 
t ha t i t  w i l l  c o n d u c t  a national survey to ask people if they are gay, lesbian or bisexual. 
T h e  te l e p h o ne su r v e y  i s a f o l l o w  u p  o n  t he l as t ce ns us, w h i c h  f o r  t he f i r s t t i m e  as ked  h o w  
m a n y  c o m m o n-l a w  c o u p l es w e r e o f  t he sa me ge n der. 

C a l l e d  t he  Canadian Community Health Study,  it will survey 130,000 Canadians. 
T h e  st u d y  i s c o n d u c te d e ve r y  t w o  y ea rs, b u t  t h is i s t he f i r s t t i m e  q ues t i o ns ab o u t  se x ua l i t y  
w i l l  b e  as ked.   T h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  be  p r o v i d e d  t o  c o m m u n i t y  hea l t h  cen te rs  t o  he l p  
t he m  be t te r  u n de rs ta n d  t he i r  c l i e n te l e, b u t  i t  w i l l  a ls o  be  m a d e  a va i l a b l e  t o  h u m a n  r i g h ts 
c o m m i ss i o ns ac r oss t he c o u n t r y. 

April 2nd 2003  –  Otta wa  - M P  Svend  Robinson  has  p resen te d  a  Private 
Member’s Bill C-250, An Act to amend the Criminal Code, that seeks to add “sexual 
orientation” to the list of included grounds under hate propaganda legislation in 
Canada. C u r r e n t l y  t he g r o u n ds  i n c l u d e d  a re ra ce, re l i g i o n, c o l o u r  an d  et h n i c  o r i g i n. T h e  
H o u se  o f  C o m m o ns  Jus t i ce  C o m m i t t ee  i s  c u r re n t l y  st u d y i n g  t h i s  b i l l ,  a f t e r  i t  r e ce i v e d  
ag ree me n t  i n  p r i n c i p l e  i n  t he  H o u se  l as t  M a y  2002 w i t h  t he  sup p o r t  o f  a l l  pa r t i es  e x ce p t  
t he  C a na d i a n  A l l i a n ce.  T h e  C o m m i t t ee  w i l l  d e c i de  w h e t he r  pe o p l e  w h o  a re  v i c t i m s  o f  
p r o p a ga n da  p r o m o t i n g  ha t re d,  v i o l e n ce  o r  e ve n  ge n o c i de  d i r e c te d  at  gay,  l es b ia n, 
b i se x ua l  o r  t ra ns ge n de re d  pe o p l e  sh o u l d  ha v e  eq ua l  p r o te c t i o n  u n de r  t he C r i m i n a l  C o de. 
T h e  ne x t  m o n t h  w i l l  de c i de w h e t he r o r  n o t  t h is b i l l  b e c o m es l a w.

April 11th, 2003 - World Net Daily.com and 365 Gay.com - I n  a case t ha t  c o u l d  ha v e  

l e ga l l y  r e de f i n e d  t he  C a na d i a n  f a m i l y,  a  m o t h e r  as ke d  a  c o u r t  t o  declare her same-sex 
partner a third parent. R a t he r  t ha n  re p l a ce  a  pa re n t, w h i c h  ad o p t i o n  d oes, a  London, 

6



Ontario, b o y 's  b i o l o g i c a l  m o t he r  an d  f a t he r  w e r e  see k i n g  t o  "ad d  a  pa re n t"  sa i d  G r a ce 
K e r r, l a w y e r  f o r  t he w o m a n  w h o  sou g h t  t o  be de c l a re d a m o t her.

T h e  l es b ia n c o u p l e, w h o  e x c ha n ge d p u b l i c  v o w s  i n  1 992, de c i de d t o  as k  a f r i e n d  t o  be t he 
f a t he r  ra t he r  t ha n  us i n g  an  an o n y m o u s  spe r m  d o n o r. T h e  m a n  d oes  n o t  l i v e  at  t he  b o y 's  
h o m e  b u t  i s c o ns i de re d a m e m be r  o f  t he h o useh o l d.

M a n y  “ fa m i l y  v a l ues”  o p p o ne n ts  t o  t he  case  q u i c k l y  g o t  i n v o l v e d.  " I f  w e  g o  t o  t h ree  
pa re n ts,  t he n  t he re  i s  n o  g r o u n ds  t o  p re ve n t  i t  f r o m  g o i n g  t o  f o u r  o r  f i v e  o r  w h a te ve r  
n u m ber," sa i d  B r i a n  R us h f e l d t, e xec u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t he C a na da Fa m i l y  A c t i o n  C o a l i t i o n. 
"O n ce  y o u ' v e  des t r o y e d  t he  sta n da r d  o f  o ne  w o m a n  an d  o ne  m a n,  y o u ' v e  b r o k e n  d o w n  
t he w h o l e bas is o f  t he s ys te m."

R a t he r  t ha n  v i e w i n g  l e ga l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t he b o y ’s pa re n ts  as a w a y  t o  p r o t e c t  t he c h i l d ’s 
bes t  i n t e res ts, G w e n d o l y n  L a n d o l t,  v i c e  p res i de n t  o f  R E A L  W o m e n  o f  C a na da  be l i e v es 
t he t h r ee ad u l t s w h o  so u g h t  t he de c l a ra t i o n  w e r e  "at te m p t i n g  t o  res t r u c t u re  so c ie t y  t o  su i t  
t he i r  o w n  p r i v a te i n te res ts."

I n  a w r i t t e n  de c i s i o n  i ss ue d  A p r i l  1 1 t h 2003, Justice David Aston, rejected the request, 
s ta t i n g  t ha t  t he  C h i l d r e n 's  L a w  R e f o r m  A c t  d oes  n o t  g i v e  t he  au t h o r i t y  t o  m a k e  su c h  a 
de c is i o n. 

April 24th 2003-  Le D evoir - Ottawa –  T h e  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  o n  t he  v e r ge  o f  

pass i n g  a  law that will  explicitly make it illegal  to bar  lesbians’ access to new 
reproductive technologies, including artificial insemination.

T h e  s la te d  l e g is l a t i o n,  Bill C-13 o n  ass is te d  re p r o d u c t i o n  w i l l  so o n  be  v o t e d  u p o n.  T h e  
a me n d m e n t,  w h i c h  w as  j us t  r e ce n t l y  ad de d  o n t o  a  b i l l  t ha t  dea ls  w i t h  i ss ues  as  w i d e-
ra n g i n g  as  c l o n i n g,  ste m-ce l l  r esea r c h  an d  su r r o ga c y,  sa ys  t ha t  i t  i s  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  t o  
p r o h i b i t  ac cess t o  re p r o d u c t i v e  te c h n o l o g i es o n  t he  bas is  o f  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n  o r  m a r i t a l  
s ta t us.  I n  o t he r  w o r d s, l es b ia ns an d  u n m a r r i e d  w o m e n  i n  ge ne ra l  ca n n o t  be de n i e d ac cess 
t o  f e r t i l i t y  t rea t m e n ts.  

B l o q  Q u é be c o i s de p u t y  R éa l  M é n a r d  he l pe d  t o  p us h  t h r o u g h  t he a me n d m e n t.  T h e  i d ea t o 
i n c l u d e  t h i s  i n  t he  b i l l  w a s  i n i t i a t e d  b y  t he  L e s b i a n  M o t h e rs  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Q u e be c  w h o  
m e t  u p  w i t h  M .  M é n a r d  i n  t he f a l l  o f  200 1.  I n  N o v e m be r  o f  t ha t  y ea r  M o n a  G r ee n ba u m, 
t he  g r o u ps’  c o o r d i n a t o r  p resen te d  a  b r i e f  i n  t he  H o u se  o f  C o m m o ns,  t o  t he  S ta n d i n g  
C o m m i t t ee  o n  H e a l t h,  e x p l a i n i n g  w h y  l es b ia ns  sh o u l d  ha ve  ac cess  t o  t he  sa me  f e r t i l i t y  
se r v i c es as he te r ose x ua l  m a r r i e d  w o m e n.

L e s b i a ns  i n  t he  p r o v i n c e  o f  Q u e bec  c u r re n t l y  ha v e  ac cess  t o  3  f e r t i l i t y  c l i n i c s  (2 i n  
M o n t r ea l  an d  o ne  i n  Q u e bec  c i t y).  W h e n  t he  b i l l  p asses, t he  c l i n i c s  t ha t  st i l l  d e n y  us 
ac cess, as w e l l  as o t he rs ac r oss C a na da w i l l  ha v e t o f o l l o w  su i t.
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May 1st 2003 - The Gazette - Alberta's new law g i v i n g  sa me-se x  c o u p l es m a n y  o f  t he 

sa me  r i g h ts  as  m a r r i e d  c o u p l es  w i l l  c o m e  i n t o  f o r ce  June 1st 2003.   T h e  Adult 
Interdependent Relations Act,  w h i c h  passed  l as t  f a l l  i n  t he  l e g is l a t u r e,  a me n ds  68 
p r o v i n c i a l  l a w s  an d  so me  p r o v i n c i a l  r e g u l a t i o ns.  T h e  l a w  w i l l  m e a n  ga y  an d  l es b ia n  
c o u p l es w i l l  h a v e m a r r i a ge-l i k e  o b l i g a t i o ns an d  r i g h ts, su c h  as f i n a n c i a l l y  su p p o r t i n g  o ne 
an o t he r o r  be i n g  e l i g i b l e f o r  i ns u ra n ce c o v e ra ge t ha t i s c u r r e n t l y  a va i l a b l e o n l y  t o  m a r r i e d  
pe o p l e. 

Gay marriage - Canada

S i m i l a r  t o  t he  pa r l i a m e n ta r y  c o m m i ss i o n  t ha t  p re ce de d  t he  ad o p t i o n  o f  Q u e be c’s  c i v i l  
u n i o n  b i l l, t he f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t, ca r r i e d  o u t  public hearings f r o m  Fe b r ua r y  t o  A p r i l  o n  
w h e t he r  t o  e x te n d  equal marriage rights to same-sex couples. R a t he r  t ha n  c o m p l y i n g  
i m m e d i a te l y  w i t h  C a na da's C h a r t e r  o f  R i g h ts, t he g o v e r n m e n t  c l a i m e d  t o  w a n t  t o  hea r t he 
v i e w s o f  t he C a na d i a n pe o p l e o n  t h is i ss ue. 

I n  February o n  t he sec o n d  da y  o f  t he hea r i n gs, Gabriel Pinkstone and Monica Perazzo 
p resen te d  a  b r i e f  i n  t he  H o u se  o f  C o m m o ns  i n  t he  na m e  o f  t he  Lesbian Mothers 
Association of Quebec.  

L a t e r  i n  t he  m o n t h  o n  t he  e ve  o f  Valentine's Day,  New Democratic Party MP Svend 
Robinson unveiled a private member's bill to give gays and lesbians the right to 
marry. R o b i n s o n,  h i s  pa r t y 's  H e a l t h  C r i t i c,  i s  a ls o  a  m e m be r  o f  t he  pa r l i a me n ta r y  
c o m m i t t ee c o ns i de r i n g  h o w  bes t t o  re c o g n i z e ga y  f a m i l i es. 

T h i s  i s  t he  sec o n d  t i m e  R o b i n s o n  has  i n t r o d u ce d  l e g is l a t i o n  t o  l e ga l i z e  ga y  m a r r i a ge. 
P r i v a te m e m be r 's b i l l s se l d o m  pass w i t h o u t  t he sup p o r t  o f  t he g o v e r n m e n t  h o w e v er. 

In April, t h e  Standing Committee on Justice and Human Rights left the House of 
Commons  to travel  across  Canada.  T h e  C o m m i t t ee  hea r d  f r o m  i n d i v i d ua l s  an d  
o r ga n i za t i o ns  i n  V a n c o u v e r,  B C ;  E d m o n t o n,  A l b e r t a;  M o o se  Jaw,  Sas ka t c he w a n; 
S te i n b ac h, M a n i t o b a; H a l i f a x,  N o v a  S c o t i a;  S usse x, N e w  B r u ns w i c k ;  S u d b u r y, O n t a r i o; 
T o r o n t o, O n t a r i o;  M o n t r ea l, Q u e be c  an d  I q a l u i t, N u n a v u t. I n  M o n t r ea l  an d  T o r o n t o  t w o  
da y s  o f  hea r i n gs  t o o k  p l a ce.   A M L  m e m b e rs  Nathalie Ricard an d  Dr. Karine Igartua 
p resen te d b r i e f s o n  A p r i l  29 t h, 2003.

April 22nd, 2003 -Equal marriage web-site -T h e  t h ree j u d ges o f  t he  Ontario Appeals 
court hea r d  tes t i m o n y  f o r  t he  O n t a r i o  sa me-se x  m a r r i a ge  case  t he  w e e k  o f  A p r i l  22 n d . 
W i t h o u t  a  ra t i o n a l  reas o n  t o  de f e n d  o n g o i n g  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  aga i ns t  ga y  c o u p l es,  t he  
Attorney General of Canada p rese n te d i n  O n t a r i o 's C o u r t  o f  A p p ea l  us i n g  c i r c u l a r  l o g i c  
i n  f ee b l e  ar g u m e n ts  aga i ns t  sa me-se x  m a r r i a ge. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t 's  en t i r e  case  res ts  o n  a 
s i n g l e  asse r t i o n:  marriage "just  is"  heterosexual.  T h e  l e ga l  f a c t u m  t ha t  sup p o r ts 
c o u p l es w h o  a re see k i n g  c i v i l  m a r r i a ge de b u n k s t h i s ap p r oa c h. 
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T h e  Canadian Human Rights Commission w as  an  i n t e r v e ne r  i n  t he  O n t a r i a n  case  as 
w e l l.  T h e  C H R C  c o m pa re d  t he  A t t o r ne y  G e ne ra l  o f  C a na da's  p os i t i o n  t o  ra c i a l  
seg re ga t i o n i s ts  i n  1 896.  " T he  asse r t i o n  b y  t he  A G C  t ha t  t he re  i s  a  need  t o  p r o te c t  an d  
p r o m o t e  o p p os i t e-se x  m a r r i a ge,  p resu m a b l y  f r o m  i n c u rs i o n  b y  "o t he r"  f a m i l y  f o r m s,  i s 
e x p ress l y  d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  an d  de mea n i n g  t o  a l l  C a na d i a ns." T h e  j u d ges ha v e  n o t  as o f  y e t  
re n de re d j u d g m e n t.

May 1st 2003 –  Globe and M a il and PlanetOut.com N etwork - E i g h t  l es b ia n  an d 
ga y  c o u p l es  i n  B r i t i s h  C o l u m b i a  w h o  ha d  bee n  de n i e d  m a r r i a ge  l i c e nses  a re  re j o i c i n g  
o v e r  a  provincial  Court  of  Appeal  decision t ha t  sa ys  t he  federal  government's 
definition of marriage is unconstitutional.  T h e  c o u r t  re v e rse d  a l o w e r  c o u r t  r u l i n g  t ha t  
sa i d  t he  i ss ue  ha d  t o  be  de c i de d  b y  Pa r l i a m e n t  an d  n o t  t he  c o u r ts.  T h e  ap pea ls  c o u r t  
d e c la re d t ha t preventing gays and lesbians from marrying is illegal. 

I n  i t s  w r i t t e n  de c is i o n  t he  c o u r t  ga v e  t he  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  until July 12, 2004, t o  
c ha n ge  t he  l a w  t ha t  de f i n es  m a r r i a ge  as  "t he  u n i o n  o f  o ne  m a n  an d  o ne  w o m a n  t o  t he  
e x c l us i o n  o f  a l l  o t he rs." 

“ T he  o n l y  reaso n  f o r  t he  suspe ns i o n  u n t i l  2004  is  t o  a l l o w  pa r l i a me n t,  t he  f e de ra l  
g o v e r n m e n t,  t he  p r o v i n c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t,  t o  enac t  w h a t e ve r  so r t  o f  an c i l l a r y  o r  
c o nseq ue n t i a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  t he y  need t o, t o  g i v e  e f f e c t  t o  t he j u d g m e n t,” sa i d  Joe A r v a y  o ne  
o f  t he p l a i n t i f f s’ l a w y e rs.

T h e  c o u r t  sa i d  t ha t  ap p r o p r i a te  re me d y  i s  f o r  Pa r l i a m e n t  t o  re f o r m u l a te  t he  c o m m o n  l a w  
de f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r r i a ge  t o  m ea n:  "t he  l a w f u l  u n i o n  o f  t w o  pe rs o ns  t o  t he  e x c l us i o n  o f  a l l  
o t he rs." 

W r i t i n g  f o r  t he  c o u r t,  M a d a m  Jus t i ce  Jo-A n n  P r o w se  sa i d,  "t ha t  t he  c o m m o n  l a w  
de f i n i t i o n  o f  m a r r i a ge  c o n t ra v e nes  t he  C h a r t e r  (Bi l l  o f  R i g h t s) an d  i t  ca n n o t  be  j us t i f i e d  
i n  c o n te m p o r a r y  C a na d i a n so c i e t y." 

T h e  r u l i n g  i s  t he  t h i r d  t i m e  t ha t  a  sen i o r  p r o v i n c i a l  c o u r t  has  r u l e d  t he  e x i s t i n g  l a w  
u n c o ns t i t u t i o n a l.  C o u r ts  i n  O n t a r i o  an d  Q u e be c  a ls o  o r de re d  t he  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  re w r i t e 
t he  l a w.  T h e  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  i s  ap pea l i n g  t h ose  r u l i n gs. I t  h as  u n t i l  Ju l y  1 st, 2003  t o 
ap pea l  t he B . C. r u l i n g. 

Justice Minister Martin Cauchon has n ’ t  de c i de d  w h e t he r  t o  ap pea l  t he B . C. j u d g m e n t. 
H e  c o n ce des h o w e v e r  t ha t  t he O n t a r i o, Q u e be c  an d  B . C. j u d g m e n ts “a re g o i n g  e xa c t l y  i n  
t he v e r y  sa me d i r e c t i o n. S o  I  ha ve t o  ta ke t ha t i n t o  c o ns i de ra t i o n  as w e l l.”

May 6th, 2003 –  Ottawa Citizen -T h e  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n t  has l i t t l e  l e ga l  c h o i c e  b u t  t o  

ad o p t  sa me-se x  m a r r i a ge i n  l i g h t  o f  a st r i n g  o f  c o u r t  r u l i n gs t ha t " i n  a l l  l i k e l i h o o d” w o u l d  
be  u p he l d  b y  t he  S u p re m e  C o u r t  o f  C a na da,  ac c o r d i n g  t o  a  leaked internal Liberal 
document.
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T h e  pa pe r, w r i t t e n  b y  t he  L i b e r a ls'  resea r c h  b ra n c h,  d i s m i sses  e ve r y  o t he r  o p t i o n  be i n g  
c o ns i de re d  b y  Jus t i ce  M i n i s te r  M a r t i n  C a u c h o n,  i n c l u d i n g  t he  i dea  o f  set t i n g  u p  a 
na t i o na l  c i v i l  r e g is t r y  t o  l e ga l l y  r e c o g n i z e  ga y  an d  l es b ia n  u n i o ns.  C i v i l  r e g is t r i es  a re  
u n de r  p r o v i n c i a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n  an d  f e de ra l  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  m a r r i a ge i s  c o n f i n e d  t o  de c i d i n g  
w h o  can  w e d,  t he  pa pe r  c o n c l u d es.  P r o v i n c es  a re  res p o ns i b l e  f o r  t he  so le m n i z a t i o n  o f  
m a r r i a ge v o w s, i n c l u d i n g  ce re m o n i a l  aspec ts an d  i ss u i n g  l i c e nses.

M r .  C a u c h o n  has re pea te d l y  re f e r r e d  t o  a na t i o na l  c i v i l  re g i s t r y  as a k e y  o p t i o n, based  o n  
a s i m i l a r  s ys te m  t ha t Q u e bec ad o p t e d t o  l e ga l l y  r e c o g n i ze ga y  u n i o ns w i t h i n  t he p r o v i n c e. 
B u t  t he  resea r c h  pa pe r  sa ys  t he  re g i s t r i es  st i l l  s h u t  ga y s  an d  l es b ia ns  o u t  o f  m a r r i a ge 
w h i l e  a l l o w i n g  i t  f o r  he te r ose x ua ls.

I nternational Ne ws

February  12th, 2003 - 365Gay.com - The European Parliament has called for 
member states to recognize gay families.  I n  t he  N e t he r l a n ds  an d  B e l g i u m,  ga ys  an d  
l es b ia ns  can  l e ga l l y  m a r r y. T h e re  a re  l i m i t e d  c i v i l  u n i o n  r i g h ts  i n  F r a n ce, G e r m a n y  an d  
so me  Sca n d i n a v i a n  c o u n t r i es. B u t,  sp o usa l  r i g h ts  ca n n o t  be  ca r r i e d  f r o m  o ne  c o u n t r y  t o  
an o t he r w i t h i n  t he E u r o p ean U n i o n. 

W h i l e  he te r ose x ua l  m a r r i a ge  i s  re c o g n i z e d  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  E u r o p ean  U n i o n,  ga y  
re l a t i o ns h i p  l a w s a re a j u m b l e  o f  l o ca l  r u l es an d re g u l a t i o ns t ha t ca n n o t  be t ra ns p o r t e d. 

T h e  p os i t i v e  v o t e  i n  t he E. U. Pa r l i a me n t  a t  S t r asb o u r g, F r a n ce, ca l l s  f o r  a re c o g n i t i o n  o f  
ga y  m a r r i a ge r i g h ts t h r o u g h o u t  E u r o p e an d  f o r  t he l e ga l  ac ce p ta n ce o f  pa r t ne rs h i p  u n i o ns  
b y  t h ose  ga y  c o u p l es  w h o  w a n t  re c o g n i t i o n  w i t h o u t  ac t ua l l y  ha v i n g  a  m a r r i a ge.   E. U. 
m e m be r  sta tes  a re  n o w  re q u i r e d  t o  adap t  t o  t he  sta n ce  o f  t he  E u r o p ean  Pa r l i a m e n t. I t  i s  
e x pe c te d  t o  be  a  l e n g t h y  p r o cess, be g i n n i n g  w i t h  m e m be r  sta tes  ha r m o n i z i n g  e x is t i n g  
l a w s. 
 
February 18th, 2003 - Gay.com U.K. – Scotland - T h e  largest survey of its kind ever 
commissioned  i n  S c o t l a n d  has  d i s c o v e re d  t ha t  one in every five gay people in the 
country is a parent, an d  a f u r t h e r  1 7  pe r ce n t  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  ha v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t he  f u t u r e. 
T h e  resea r c h,  c o n d u c te d  f o r  G l as g o w-based  ga y  r i g h ts  g r o u p  B e y o n d  B a r r i e rs,  a ls o  
sh o w e d  t ha t  o n l y  1 0  pe r ce n t  o f  e x is t i n g  ga y  pa re n ts  ha d  used  a r t i f i c i a l  i nse m i n a t i o n  t o  
c o n ce i v e. M o s t  c h i l d r e n  ha d  bee n  b o r n  d u r i n g  a p re v i o u s he te r ose x ua l  r e l a t i o ns h i p. O n e-
t h i r d  o f  a l l  ga y  pa re n ts sa i d  t he i r  c h i l d r e n w e r e l i v i n g  pe r m a ne n t l y  w i t h  t he m. 

R u t h  H e n r y, m a na ge r  o f  B e y o n d  B a r r i e rs, sa i d  t he h i g h  n u m be r  o f  ga y  pa re n ts ha d  ta k e n  
t he m  b y  su r p r i se. "We w i l l  ha v e t o  l o o k  at t he i ss ue o f  pa re n t i n g  an d  t he i ss ues f a c i n g  t he 
c h i l d r e n  o f  l es b ia n  an d  ga y  pa re n ts,"  she  t o l d  t he  Scottish H erald. "We  need  n o w  t o  

w o r k  w i t h  ed u ca t i o n  au t h o r i t i es t o  l o o k  at  h o w  -- i f  a t  a l l  -- t he y  i n c l u d e  G L B T  iss ues i n  
t he c u r r i c u l u m. I t  i s an a rea t ha t i s n o t  i n c l u de d en o u g h  at t he m o m e n t." 
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March 3rd, 2003 - A  r i g h t-t o-m a r r y  case  b r o u g h t  b y  se ven  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  w as 
a r g ue d  o n  M a r c h  4 t h  be f o r e M a ssac h use t ts' h i g hes t c o u r t.
F o r  m o r e de ta i l s: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2003/03/03/1

March 3rd, 2003 - F l o r i d a's  ba n  o n  ad o p t i o ns  b y  s i n g l e  ga y  m e n  o r  l esb i a ns  w as  
re v i e w e d  o n  M a r c h  4 t h b y  t he U .S. C o u r t  o f  A p p ea ls f o r  t he 1 1 t h  C i r c u i t.
F o r  m o r e de ta i l s: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2003/03/03/3

March 12th, 2003 - A s sociated Press –  New Jersey - Both women in a lesbian 
couple can be listed as parents on the birth certificate o f  t he ba b y  t he y ' re e x pe c t i n g  i n  
M a y, a j u d ge  r u l e d.  S ta te  o f f i c i a l s  sa i d  i t  w a s  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  t he  sta te t ha t  t w o  w o m e n  
w h o  w e r e  b o t h  p h y s i ca l l y  t i e d  t o  an  u n b o r n  c h i l d  ha d  t r i e d  t o  m a k e  su re  t he y  w e r e  b o t h  
l i s t e d  o n  t he  b i r t h  ce r t i f i c a te.  One woman is carrying the child, and her partner 
provided the egg. 

T h e  r u l i n g  i ss ue d  b y  Fa m i l y  C o u r t  Ju d ge Ja mes A .  Fa r be r  m ea ns t he u n i de n t i f i e d  w o m e n  
w i l l  sha re  a  f i n a n c i a l  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  t he  c h i l d,  an d  i f  o ne  pa re n t  d i es, t he  o t he r  w i l l  h a v e  
c us t o d y. 

M e l i ssa  B r i s m a n,  t he  c o u p l e's  l a w y e r,  sa i d  t he  r u l i n g  w as  a  "v i c t o r y  f o r  re p r o d u c t i v e  
r i g h ts," b u t  she d o u b t e d i t  w o u l d  ha v e a m a j o r  l e ga l  i m p a c t. 

F e w  l esb i a n  c o u p l es  o p t  t o  c o n ce i v e  t he  w a y  he r  c l i e n ts  d i d,  B r i s ma n  sa i d.  T y p i c a l l y, 
w h e n  l esb i a n  c o u p l es  ha v e  a c h i l d  t o ge t her, t he  w o m a n  w h o  de l i v e rs  t he  ba b y  i s  na m e d  
as  t he  m o t h e r  o n  t he  b i r t h  ce r t i f i c a t e. T h e  pa r t ne r  i s  o f t e n  n o t  ge ne t i ca l l y  r e l a te d  t o  t he  
c h i l d  an d  m u s t  t he n  ad o p t  t he  c h i l d  t o  ga i n  pa re n ta l  r i g h ts. T h e  c o u r t  p r o cess  can  ta ke 
m o n t hs.

March 13th, 2003 - H uman Rights Campaign N ews - Washington - T h e  H u m a n  

R i g h ts  C a m pa i g n  ap p l a u de d  t he  U.S. Census Bureau f o r  a re p o r t  i t  r e l ease d t ha t, f o r  t he 
first time, gives data on the nation's families headed by same-sex partners. T h e  
re p o r t  g i v es i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t he n u m be r  o f  sa me-se x  pa r t ne r  h o useh o l ds i n  t he na t i o n  t ha t  
a re ra is i n g  c h i l d r e n, t he a ve ra ge age o f  sa me-se x  c o u p l es, an d  t he ra c i a l  m a k e u p  o f  sa me-
se x  c o u p l es.

T h e  re p o r t  w a s  c o m p i l e d  o n  da ta ta k e n  d u r i n g  t he 2000 U .S. C e ns us. P re v i o u s l y  re l eased 
ce ns us da ta re v ea le d  t ha t t he re a re 594,39 1  re p o r t e d  sa me-se x  h o useh o l ds i n  t he c o u n t r y  - 
o f  t h ose,  30 1,026  a re  m a l e  pa r t ne rs,  an d  293,365  are  f e m a l e  pa r t ne rs.   T h o se  sa me 
n u m be rs  a ls o  sho w e d  t ha t  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  f a m i l i es  l i v e  i n  99.3 pe r c e n t  o f  a l l  c o u n t i es i n  
t he U n i t e d  S ta tes.

T h e  ne w  re p o r t  sh o w e d  t ha t  o ne  t h i r d  o f  f e m a l e  pa r t ne r  h o useh o l ds  (34.3 pe r ce n t), an d  
o ne  f i f t h  o f  m a l e  pa r t ne r  h o useh o l ds  (22.3 pe r ce n t) a re ra is i n g  c h i l d r e n.  C u r r e n t l y, e i g h t  
sta tes  an d  t he  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a,  a l o n g  w i t h  sca t te re d  c o u n t i es  ac r oss  t he  c o u n t r y, 
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g ua ra n tee sa me-se x  c o u p l es ac cess t o  sec o n d-pa re n t  ad o p t i o n, w h i c h  pe r m i ts b o t h  pa re n ts 
t o  estab l i s h a l e ga l  re l a t i o ns h i p  t o  an y  c h i l d  t he y  m i g h t  r a ise t o ge t her. 

March 17th, 2003 -  Gay.com  U.K.- A n  Egyptian court has jailed 21 men f o r  
p ra c t i c i n g  h o m ose x ua l i t y  a f te r  t he i r  o r i g i n a l  c o n v i c t i o ns  w e r e  q uas hed  o n  p res i de n t i a l  
o r de rs. T h e  m e n  w e r e a r res te d i n  M a y  200 1  at a C a i r o  n i g h t c l u b  k n o w n  f o r  be i n g  p o p u l a r  
w i t h  ga y  m e n.  A  spec ia l  sec u r i t y  c o u r t  i n  N o v e m be r  200 1  f o u n d  t he m  g u i l t y  u n de r  t he  
c o u n t r y 's m o r a l i t y  l a w s. 

P res i de n t  H o s n i  M u b a ra k  ha d  o r d e re d  a re t r i a l  a f t e r  t he  o r i g i n a l  sen te n ces  ha n de d  d o w n  
t o  t he  m e n  l e d  t o  hea v y  c r i t i c i s m  b y  g l o b a l  h u m a n  r i g h ts  ac t i v i s ts. T h e  m e n  ha v e  n o w  
been  sen te n ce d  t o  t h ree  y ea rs  i m p r i s o n m e n t  eac h  - l o n ge r  t ha n  t he i r  o r i g i n a l  sen te n ces. 
H o w e v e r,  t he y  n o w  ha v e  a  r i g h t  t o  ap pea l,  w h i c h  ha d  p re v i o u s l y  been  de n i e d  t o  t he m. 
A n o t h e r  29 m e n  w e r e ac q u i t t e d. 

A  re p rese n ta t i v e  o f  t he U S-based  g r o u p  H u m a n  R i g h t s W a t c h, S c o t t  L o n g, t o l d  Reuters  
news agency t ha t t he sen te n ces w e r e "ap pa l l i n g" an d "based o n  f l i m s y  e v i d e n ce." 

H u m a n  r i g h ts  o r ga n i z a t i o ns  ha d  p u t  p ressu re  o n  E g y p t  t o  re v i e w  t he  o r i g i n a l  sen te n ces, 
hea v i l y  c r i t i c i z i n g  t he g o v e r n m e n t  an d  ar g u i n g  t ha t  t he m e n  w e r e  o n  t r i a l  f o r  t he i r  se x ua l  
o r i e n ta t i o n  an d f o r  e xe r c is i n g  f r ee d o m  o f  speec h. 

February and March 2003- Gay.com / PlanetOut.com N etwork - A n  online poll 
c o n d u c te d be t w ee n  Fe b. 1 9  an d Fe b. 25 su g ges ts gay and lesbian Americans were more 
opposed to a war in Iraq than the average heterosexual.  H a r r i s  I n te ra c t i v e  d re w  
resp o nses  f r o m  2,27 1  ad u l t s,  i n c l u d i n g  1 42  w h o  i d e n t i f i e d  as  gay,  l es b i a n,  b i se x ua l  o r  
t ra ns ge n der. I n  ge ne ra l, 56  pe r ce n t  o f  t he  G L B T  g r o u p  o p p osed  w a r, w i t h  30 pe r ce n t  i n  
su p p o r t  an d  1 4  pe r ce n t  u n ce r t a i n.  S t ra i g h t  ad u l t s  re v e rse d  t ha t  r a t i o,  w i t h  45  pe r ce n t  i n  
f a v o r  o f  w a r, 36 pe r ce n t  o p p osed, an d  1 9  pe r ce n t  u n de c i d e d. 

W h i l e  m a n y  G L B T  ac t i v i s ts  pa r t i c i p a te  i n  an t i-w a r  de m o ns t ra t i o ns  i n  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes 
an d  E u r o pe,  ga ys  an d  l es b ia ns  i n  o t he r  pa r ts  o f  t he  w o r l d  b r o k e  ne w  g r o u n d  as  t he y  
p u b l i c l y  p r o t es te d t he w a r  i n  I r a q. 

March 26th, 2003 - Gay.com / PlanetOut.com N etwork / N ew York Times - T h e  
U.S. Supreme Court hea r d  a r g u m e n ts  i n  Lawrence and Garner v. Texas, t he  sod o m y  
c ha l l e n ge  t ha t  l ea d  c o u nse l  R u t h  H a r l o w  o f  L a m b da  L e g a l  D e f e nse  ca l l e d  "the most 
important gay rights case in a generation." 

T h e  case,  b r o u g h t  b y  L a m b da  L e g a l,  c ha l l e n ges  t he  c o ns t i t u t i o na l i t y  o f  sta te  sod o m y  
l a w s, w h i c h  a re  f r e q ue n t l y  used  as a t o o l  f o r  d i s c r i m i n a t i n g  aga i ns t  t he  ga y  an d  l esb i a n  
c o m m u n i t y.

Jo h n  L a w r e n ce  an d  T y r o n  G a r ne r  p l ea de d  n o  c o n tes t  t o  b rea k i n g  t he  Texas sodomy law 
i n  1 998,  w h e n  p o l i c e  b r o k e  i n t o  L a w r e n ce's  h o m e  i n  sea r c h  o f  an  a r m e d  i n t r u de r  an d  
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d i s c o v e re d  t he  t w o  m e n  en ga ge d  i n  i n t e r c o u rse.  B o t h  m e n  w e r e  a r res te d  an d  t he n  
i m p r i s o ne d  o v e r n i g h t.   T h e y  w e r e  f i n e d  $200  eac h  an d  ha d  t o  pa y  c o u r t  c os ts.   T h e  
c o n v i c t i o ns  ba r  b o t h  m e n  f r o m  h o l d i n g  se ve ra l  t y p es  o f  j o bs  i n  Te x as.  I f  t he y  m o v e  t o  
o t he r  sta tes, t he y  c o u l d  be  re q u i r e d  t o  re g is te r  as se x  o f f e n de rs.  L a m b da  L e g a l  as ke d  t he 
S u p re me C o u r t  t o  hea r t he case an d de c la re a v i o l a t i o n  o f  p r i v a c y  an d  eq ua l  p r o te c t i o n.

A r g u i n g  o n  be ha l f  o f  L a m b da's  c l i e n ts, H o u s t o n i a ns  Joh n  L a w r e n ce  an d  T y r o n  G a r n er, 
w as  Pa u l  S m i t h,  a  c o ns t i t u t i o na l  e x pe r t  f r o m  Jen ne r  &  B l o c k,  w i t h  se ve ra l  S u p re m e  
C o u r t  ap pea ra n ces u n de r h i s be l t. 

B a ns  o n  sa me-se x  sod o m y,  S m i t h  n o t e d,  a re  n o t  l o n g  A m e r i c a n  t ra d i t i o ns,  b u t  f a i r l y  
r e ce n t  de ve l o p m e n ts.  A s  Jus t i ce  S o u te r  e l i c i t e d  f r o m  S m i t h 's  o p p os i n g  c o u nse l,  H a r r i s  
C o u n t y  D i s t r i c t  A t t o r n e y  C h a r l es  R osen t ha l,  t he  Te x as  H o m o se x ua l  C o n d u c t  l a w  w as 
passed  n o t  i n  1 873, b u t  i n  1 973. A s  f o r  t he  f u n da m e n t a l  r i g h t  t o  en ga ge  i n  so d o m y, t he  
r i g h t  a t  i ss ue  i s  m o r e  ap t l y  desc r i b e d  as  t he  r i g h t  t o  c o n d u c t  a  p r i v a te,  c o nsens ua l, 
n o n c o m m e r c i a l  se x  l i f e  w i t h o u t  g o v e r n m e n t  i n t e r f e re n ce. T h e  c o u r t  i s  e x pe c te d  t o  r u l e  i n  
l a te June o r  Ju l y. 
April 2nd, 2003 - Gay.com / PlanetOut.com N etwork - T h e  Vatican released a new 
glossary of sexual terms that describes homosexuality as a condition "without any 
social value," and claims that people with "profoundly disordered minds" populate 
countries  that  allow  same-sex  marriages.   T h e  nea r l y  1 ,000-pa ge  b o o k  w as  
i m m e d i a te l y  de n o u n ce d  b y  ga y  c o m m u n i t i es i n  b o t h  I t a l y  an d  t he U n i t e d  S ta tes as pa r t  o f  
w h a t  t he y  sa i d  w e r e m o r e ste p pe d-u p  e f f o r t s i n  t he V a t i ca n 's an t i-g a y  c r usa de. 

F ra n c o  G r i l l i n i,  h o n o ra r y  c ha i r m a n  o f  I t a l y 's  l a r ges t  ga y  r i g h ts  g r o u p,  A r c i g a y, t o l d  t he  
A s sociated Press , " I n  m y  o p i n i o n, i t 's a l m os t ra c is t a n d  i t  i s a t t he l i m i t  o f  c r ue l t y. I t  i s  

p re c ise l y  be ca use  o f  t he  C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h 's  h o m o p h o b i a  t ha t  h o m ose x ua ls  ha v e  
d i f f i c u l t i es," he sa i d. " I f  t he C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h  w o u l d  j us t st o p  i t s ca m pa i g n  o f  ha te aga i ns t  
ga y s, a g o o d  pa r t o f  t he p r o b l e ms o f  ga ys w o u l d  be reso l v e d." 

T h e  p u b l i s h i n g  o f  t h is  b o o k  c o m es  a f t e r  a  st r i n g  o f  ac t i o ns  b y  t he  V a t i ca n  i n  t he  l as t  
se ve ra l  m o n t hs aga i ns t t he ga y  c o m m u n i t y. I n  Jan ua r y, P o pe Joh n  Pa u l  I I  ca l l e d  sa me-se x  
re l a t i o ns h i ps  " i na u t he n t i c,"  sa y i n g  "suc h  a  'ca r i ca t u r e'  h as  n o  f u t u r e  an d  can n o t  g i v e  
f u t u r e  t o  an y  soc ie t y,"  w h i l e  i n  D e c e m be r  a  sec o n d  Va t i c a n  o f f i c i a l  p u b l i c l y  sta te d  h i s  
su p p o r t  f o r  a ba n  o n  t he o r d i na t i o n  o f  ga y  se m i n a r i a ns. 

T h e  ne w  b o o k  also condemns the use of condoms for safe sex, w h i c h  has  l e d  t he  G a y  
an d  L e s b i a n  H u m a n i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  t o  sub m i t  a l e t t e r  t o  U n i t e d  N a t i o ns Sec re ta r y  G e ne ra l  
K o f i  A n n a n, asking that the Vatican be stripped of its privileged status at the U.N. 

April 25th, 2003 - H RC  news -The United Nations Human Rights Commission 
deferred a landmark resolution on human rights and sexual orientation until next 
year,  ap pa re n t l y  a f t e r  f i v e  M u s l i m  na t i o ns  - f o u r  o f  t he m  U n i t e d  S ta tes  a l l i es  - 
m a n e u v e re d p r o ce d u ra l  de l a ys. 
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T h e  d ra f t  r eso l u t i o n, i n t r o d u ce d  b y  B r a z i l,  e x p r esses "deep  c o n ce r n  at  t he  o c c u r r e n ce  o f  
v i o l a t i o ns  o f  h u m a n  r i g h ts  a l l  o v e r  t he  w o r l d  aga i ns t  pe rs o ns  o n  g r o u n ds  o f  t he i r  se x ua l  
o r i e n ta t i o n"  an d  ca l l s  o n  re l e v a n t  U . N.  h u m a n  r i g h ts  b o d i es  t o  "g i v e  d ue  at te n t i o n"  t o  
t hese v i o l a t i o ns. 

"We are v e r y  d i sa p p o i n te d t ha t t he C o m m i ss i o n  o n  H u m a n  R i g h t s has c h osen t o  p os t p o ne  
ac t i o n  t ha t  a f f i r m s  t he  bas i c  h u m a n  r i g h ts  o f  t he  w o r l d 's  ga y,  l esb i a n  an d  b i se x u a l  
p o p u l a t i o n,  w h o  a l o n g  w i t h  t he  t ra ns ge n de r  c o m m u n i t y,  a re  r o u t i n e l y  sub j e c te d  t o  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  an d  i n h u m a ne  t rea t m e n t," sa i d  H R C  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r  E l i z a be t h  B i r c h. 
" L as t i n g  g l o ba l  peace be g i ns w i t h  bas i c  h u m a n  r i g h ts f o r  a l l  t he w o r l d 's c i t i z e ns."

W h i l e  t he C o m m i ss i o n  o n  H u m a n  R i g h ts  ad j o u r n e d  be f o r e  t he res o l u t i o n  c o u l d  be  v o t e d  
o n, re p o r ts  i n d i c a te d  t ha t  t he  Bush administration would have abstained from voting, 
i n d i ca t i n g  t ha t  o t he r  l a n g ua ge,  n o t  ne cessa r i l y  l i n k e d  t o  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n,  w as  
p r o b l e m a t i c.

" G i v e n  t he  m u l t i p l e  au t h o r i t i es  ad d ress i n g  t hese  i ss ues  an d  t he  w i d e  v a r i e t y  o f  w a y s  i n  
w h i c h  t hese  i ss ues  a r ise, t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes  w as  n o t  p re pa re d  t o  en d o rse  t he  l a n g ua ge  o f  
t h i s res o l u t i o n," S ta te D e p a r t m e n t  sp o k es ma n  R i c h a r d  B o u c he r t o l d  re p o r t e rs. 

O t h e rs  f e l t  t he re  w e r e  reaso ns  f o r  c heer.  S u k i  B e a v e rs  o f  t he  C a na d i a n  A c t i o n  f o r  
P o p u l a t i o n  an d  D e v e l o p m e n t  sa i d  v i a  e-m a i l,  " T h i s  reso l u t i o n  w as  n o t  de f ea te d  an d  w e  
w i l l  be ba c k  w i t h  a v e n gea n ce ne x t  y ear. A l t h o u g h  w e  d i d n ' t  ge t  a f u l l  o u t  v i c t o r y, ne i t h e r  
i s t h i s a de f ea t an d i t  i s c l ea r t ha t t h is w i l l  be t he i ss ue f o r  t he (U. N.) C H R  ne x t  y ear." 

T h e  f i r s t-o f-i t s-k i n d  res o l u t i o n  i n  t he  U . N.'s 60-y ea r  h i s t o r y, t he  m eas u re  ha d  e x p ressed 
deep  c o n ce r n  at  t he  o c c u r re n ce  o f  v i o l a t i o ns  o f  h u m a n  r i g h ts  o n  g r o u n ds  o f  se x ua l  
o r i e n ta t i o n  an d  u r ge d  a l l  s ta tes  t o  p r o m o t e  an d  p r o te c t  t he  h u m a n  r i g h ts  o f  a l l  pe rs o ns 
re ga r d l ess o f  t he i r  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t he  A m n es t y  I n t e r na t i o n a l,  m i l l i o n s  o f  pe o p l e  ac r oss  t he  g l o b e  f a ce 
i m p r i s o n m e n t, t o r t u re, v i o l e n ce  an d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  be cause o f  t he i r  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n  o r  
ge n de r  i d e n t i t y. 

April 25th, 2003 - Gay.com / PlanetOut.com N etwork - President George W. Bush 
praised Republican Sen. Rick Santorum as an "inclusive man", four days after the 
senator's comments about gays unleashed a storm of bipartisan criticism. 

" T he  p res i de n t  has c o n f i d e n ce i n  Se n. San t o r u m, b o t h  as a sena t o r, (and) as a m e m be r  o f  
t he  Se na te  l ea de rs h i p,"  W h i t e  H o u se  spo k es ma n  A r i  F l e i s c he r  sa i d  d u r i n g  a  p ress 
b r i e f i n g. 

T h e  Pen ns y l v a n i a  l a w m a k e r,  44,  i s  t he  third-ranking  leader in the Senate.  I n  an 
i n t e r v i e w  p u b l i s he d  o n  M o n d a y,  he equated consensual gay sex with polygamy and 
incest and denied the constitutional right to privacy. 
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" T he  p res i de n t  be l i e v es  t he  sena t o r  i s  an  i n c l us i v e  m a n.  A n d  t ha t 's  w h a t  he  be l i e v es," 
F l e i s c he r ad de d. 

T h e  W h i t e H o u se sta te me n t  d re w  sha r p  c r i t i c i s m  f r o m  t he c o u n t r y 's ga y  p o l i t i c a l  g r o u ps. 

Sen. San t o r u m 's c o m m e n ts w e r e pa r t o f  a d i s c uss i o n  w i t h  an A s sociated Press re p o r t e r  
ab o u t  t he pe n d i n g  S u p re m e  C o u r t  de c i s i o n  o n  Te x as' so d o m y  l a w  an d  h i s  be l i e f  t ha t  ga ys 
sh o u l d  n o t  ha v e  a  c o ns t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  o f  p r i v a c y  t o  ha v e  se x  w i t h  eac h  o t he r  i n  t he i r  
h o m es. 

R E S E A R C H

A p ril  3rd, 2003 - 365Gay.com - Gay and lesbian seniors are facing a serious 
health threat from discrimination by health care workers and institutions, a new 
Canadian study shows.  D es p i t e g rea te r ac ce p ta n ce o f  ga y s an d  l es b ia ns, o l d e r  ga y s w h o  
ha v e  f e l t  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  o v e r  a l i f e t i m e  a re  m i s t r us t f u l  o f  hea l t h  an d  soc ia l  se r v i c es, t he  
st u d y  b y  S ha r i  B r o t m a n, B i l l  R y a n  an d  R o be r t  C o r m i e r  o f  t he  McGill School of Social 
Work sho w s. 

B r o t m a n  an d  he r  c o l l ea g ues assessed a b r oa d  ra n ge o f  se r v i c es i n  C a na da t o  e xa m i n e  t he  
r o l e  o f  hea l t h  ca re  an d  soc ia l  se r v i c es o r ga n i z a t i o ns  t o w a r d  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  e l de rs. T h e y  
t he n  used  a f o c us g r o u p  des i g n  t o  e x p l o r e t he pe r ce p t i o ns an d  e x pe r i e n ces f a c i n g  ga y  an d  
l es b ia n  sen i o rs  ac r oss  t he  c o u n t r y.  F o u r  f o c us  g r o u ps  i n  t h r ee  l o ca t i o ns  ac r oss  C a na da 
w e r e u n de r ta k e n. 

T h e  resea r c he rs  f o u n d  t ha t  "t he  o ne  t he me  t ha t  e me r ge d  re pea te d l y  w as  t he  p r o f o u n d  
m a r g i n a l i z a t i o n  e x pe r i e n ce d  b y  o l de r  ga y s  an d  l es b ia ns  i n  a l l  aspec ts  o f  so c i a l  a n d  
p o l i t i c a l  l i f e." 

G a y  an d  l es b ia n  e l de rs  a re  a f f e c te d  n o t  o n l y  b y  t he i r  h i s t o r i ca l  e x pe r i e n ces  o f  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n, b u t  a ls o  b y  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  t ha t  c o n t i n u es i n  m a n y  soc i a l  an d  i ns t i t u t i o na l  
en v i r o n m e n ts.   " M a n y  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  e l de rs  w h o  e x pe r i e n ce d  t he  pe r v as i v e  soc i a l  
s t i g m a  t ha t e x is te d  p r i o r  t o  t he ad v e n t  o f  t he ga y  l i b e r a t i o n  m o v e m e n t  m a i n t a i n  a sense o f  
e x t r e me  cau t i o n  w i t h  respec t  t o  w h e t he r  o r  n o t  so c i e t a l  a t t i t u des  ha v e  rea l l y  c ha n ge d," 
ac c o r d i n g  t o  B r o t m a n. 

" I n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s rea l i t y," B r o t m a n  n o te d, "t he p oss i b i l i t y  o f  o ne da y  ha v i n g  t o  be re l i a n t  o n  
t he  hea l t h  ca re  s ys te m,  o n  a  n u rs i n g  h o m e  f a c i l i t y  o r  an y  o t he r  soc ia l  i ns t i t u t i o n  
u n de rs ta n da b l y  p r o v o k es  an x i e t y  an d  f ea r  i n  ag i n g  l es b ia ns  an d  ga y  m e n."  M a n y,  she 
ad de d,  m a y  a v o i d  ac cess i n g  se r v i ces  a l l  t o ge t he r,  e ve n  w h e n  t he i r  hea l t h,  sa fe t y  an d  
sec u r i t y  de pe n d  o n  i t. 

T h e  st u d y  ap pea rs i n  t he A p r i l  2003 iss ue o f  The Gerontologist. 

15



B r o t m a n  an d  o t he rs  ar g ue  t ha t  g i v e n  t he  c o n te x t  o f  t he  c u r re n t  rea l i t y, hea l t h  an d  soc i a l  
se r v i c es  m u s t  be g i n  t o  as k  t he mse l v es  p r o f o u n d  q ues t i o ns  ab o u t  h o w  t o  t ra ns f o r m  t he  
s ys te m  t o en ha n ce eq u i t y. 

M I S C ELL A N EO U S

A  ne w  w e bs i t e f o r  t he E u r o p ean L e s b i a n N e t w o r k : http://reseaulesbien.free.fr

March 25th, 2003 - T h e  f i r s t o pe n l y  t ra ns gen de r ra b b i n i c a l  s t u de n t  has bee n ad m i t t e d  t o  
t he se m i n a r y  o f  A m e r i c a's l a r ges t b ra n c h  o f  Juda is m.
F o r  m o r e de ta i l s: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2003/03/25/2

April 15th, 2003: O u t Q,  t he  f i r s t  24-h o u r  U . S. sate l l i t e  ra d i o  c ha n ne l  f o r  gay, l es b i a n, 
b i se x ua l  an d t ra ns ge n de r l i s t e ne rs, sta r te d  b r o a d cas t i n g  o n  M o n d a y.
F o r  m o r e de ta i l s: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2003/04/15/2

April 16th, 2003: A B C  w i l l  m a k e  h i s t o r y  as t he  f i r s t  o f  t he  b i g  t h ree ne t w o r k s  t o  a i r  a 
sa me-se x  k i ss d u r i n g  da y t i m e  p r o g r a m m i n g.
F o r  m o r e de ta i l s: http://www.planetout.com/news/article.html?2003/04/16/3

New Resource:  Sa me-se x  c o u p l es  i n  n u m e r o us  c o u n t r i es  a re  g ra n te d  g rea te r  r i g h ts, 
be ne f i t s  an d  p r o te c t i o ns  t ha n  t h ose  l i v i n g  i n  t he  U n i t e d  S ta tes. V i s i t  H R C  Fa m i l y N e t 's 
ne w  res o u r ce  o n  i n t e r na t i o n a l  r i g h ts  f o r  a  su r v e y  o f  m a r r i a ge  r i g h ts,  d o m es t i c  pa r t ne r  
be ne f i t s an d i m m i g r a t i o n  be ne f i t s w o r l d w i d e.
http://www.hrc.org/familynet/chapter.asp?chapter=197

Ne ws from the Lesbian Mothers A ssociation

U P CO M I N G  M E ET I N G S:

J U N E :

For  adults  and  k ids:   O n  Saturday  June 14th w e ’ l l  be  m ee t i n g  at  Parc 
Lafontaine (on S he r b r o o k e  be t w ee n  Pa r c  L a f o n ta i ne  an d  Pap i neau, b us  24) at  11 a.m. 
f o r  a  picnic / BBQ.  T h e  m ee t i n g  p l a ce  i s  a t  t he  c h i l d r e n’s  p l a y g r o u n d  (wh i c h  i s  nea r  
R a c he l  a t  t he  n o r t h  en d  o f  t he  pa r k).  B r i n g  y o u r  o w n  f o o d,  d r i n k s,  b l a n k e ts,  ga m es, 
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m us i c  an d  s w i m s u i t s  f o r  t he  k i ds.  I f  i t  ra i ns, t he  p i c n i c  w i l l  ta k e  p l a ce  o n  S u n da y  June 
1 5 t h, i ns tea d.

JULY: 

For adults and kids: S y l v i e  an d  S y l v i a  f r o m  o u r  asso c i a t i o n  a re  e x c i t e d  t o  o f f e r  y o u  a 
Day out in the country o n  t he i r  p r o pe r t y  a t  Val Morin o n  Saturday July 5th. Y o u  can 
s w i m, k a y a k, p i c n i c, w i n ds u r f, w a l k, c y c l e, p l a y  v o l l e y b a l l  e t c., e t c. S i n g i n g  an d  a ca m p-
f i r e a re p l a n ne d f o r  l a te r i n  t he e ve n i n g.

B r i n g  y o u r  ba t h i n g  su i ts, p i c n i c  b l a n k e ts an d  e ve r y t h i n g  y o u ’ d  need f o r  a bea u t i f u l  da y  i n  
t he  c o u n t r y.  T h e  B B Q  w i l l  b e  a va i l a b l e  f o r  g r i l l i n g  y o u r  h o t-d o gs  an d  ha m b u r ge rs, e t c. 
T h e  c ha le t w i l l  be o pe n t o  y o u  f o r  us i n g  t he w as h r o o m, et c. an d pa r k i n g  i s easy.

I f  i t  ra i ns  t he  ac t i v i t y  w i l l  ta k e  p l a ce o n  Ju l y  1 2 t h i ns tea d.  M o r e  i n f o  o n  t h is  ac t i v i t y  an d  
d i r e c t i o ns t o  ge t t o  t he c ha l e t w i l l  b e sen t t o  y o u  i n  June.

AUGUST:

O n  Saturday August 2nd, from 11:00 a.m.  to 5 p.m., a l o n g  w i t h  o t he r  c o m m u n i t y  
o r ga n i za t i o ns, w e  w i l l  ha v e  an  i n f o r m a t i o n  k i os k  f o r  t he  “Journée communautaire” as 
part of the Pride festivities.  W e  en c o u ra ge  y o u  t o  j o i n  us  t he re  b o t h  t o  su p p o r t  o u r  
g r o u p  an d  t o  f i n d  o u t  ab o u t  o t he r  c o m m u n i t y  g r o u ps  t ha t  m a y  be  o f  i n te res t  t o  y o u. 
K i o s k s  w i l l  b e  g r o u pe d  o n  Berri between Ste. Catherine and René-Levesque as well 
as on Ste-Catherine between St-Denis and St-Hubert.  F o o d  w i l l  b e  a va i l a b l e  o n  t he 
s i te.  S pec i a l  ac t i v i t i es a re p l a n ne d f o r  t he k i d s!

T h e  Gay Pride Parade w i l l  ta k e p l a ce o n  Sunday August 3rd, beginning at 12:00 p.m. 
T h i s  y ea r  aga i n, t he  r o u t e  w i l l  be g i n  at  René- Lévesque (Dorchester) corner Guy an d 
f i n i s h  at  S t-D e n i s.   T h e  m i n u t e  o f  s i l e n ce  w i l l  be  at  1 3:30.  W e  w i l l  b e  c o n ta c t i n g  y o u  
w i t h  m o r e i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n ce r n i n g  o u r  sp o t  i n  t he pa ra de, a f e w  w ee ks be f o r e t he e ve n t. 

B ULLET I N  BO A R D
B I RT H S  A N D  A D OPT IO N S:

Rachel  Rose, Isabelle Fieschi an d  b i g  b r o t he r  Benjamin, f o r m e r l y  o f  M o n t r ea l  
an d  n o w  l i v i n g  i n  V a n c o u v e r, a re p l eased t o  an n o u n ce t he b i r t h  o f  Gabriele o n  February 
20th, 2003.

Amy Barratt and Mary Lamey are  p r o u d  t o  an n o u n ce  t he  a r r i v a l  o f  Theo James o n  
March 6th 2003 w e i g h i n g  i n  at  8.5 p o u n ds. B i g  s is te r  Georgia has  ta ke n  h i m  u n de r  he r  
w i n g.
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O n  April 17th 2003 K a rine I gartua and Donna Coffin  b r o u g h t  1 0  m o n t h  o l d  
Ben h o m e  t o  M o n t r ea l  f r o m  V i e t na m.  Big sister Mia w as  a ls o  e x c i t e d  t o  w e l c o m e  h i m  
i n t o  t he i r  f a m i l y.  C o n g ra t u l a t i o ns t o  a l l.

M ISCELLANEOUS:

Prizewinners:  T h e  c h i l d r e n  o f  t w o  f a m i l i es  i n  t he  L M A  ha v e  w o n  a  f r ee  sta y  at  S t  
G e o r ge S u m m e r  C a m p  I n  O n t a r i o.  E a c h  y ea r la Fondation Tim Horton pour les  
enfants  g i v es  a w a y  p r i z es  t o  k i d s  ac r oss  C a na da.   T h i s  y ea r  an  e m p l o y ee  at  T i m  
H o r t o n ’s  i n  t he  ga y  v i l l a ge  c o n ta c te d  t he  L M A  t o  g i v e  us  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y.   Lauren 
Beauchamp’s children, Alexander and Julianne and Denise Coté’s daughter Camille 
w i l l  t ra v e l  b y  a i r p l a ne  f o r  1 0  da y s  o f  h o rse bac k  r i d i n g,  w h i t e  w a t e r  ra f t i n g,  h i k i n g, 
ca n oe i n g  et c … .

THANK-YOU: Hearty thank-you to Nathalie Tremblay w h o  has d o ne t he l i o n ’s sha re 
o f  t ra ns l a t i o ns  f o r  t h is  y ea r ’s ne w s l e t t e rs.  N a t h a l i e  i s  a p r o f ess i o na l  t ra ns l a t o r  w h o  d oes 
t h i s a l l  f o r  us i n  he r  spa re t i m e.  T h a n k s a ls o t o  France Lord f o r  e x ce l l e n t  p r o o f i n g.

Batshaw Youth and Family Centres is  en c o u ra g i n g  E n g l i s h  spea k i n g  an d  b i l i n g u a l  
l es b ia n  c o u p l es, an d  s i n g l es, t o  c o ns i de r  be c o m i n g  foster parents.  T h e re a re ba b i es, p re-
sc h o o l e rs an d  o l d e r  c h i l d r e n w h o  are w a i t i n g  f o r  a f o s te r  h o m e. F o r  so me t he p l a n  w i l l  b e 
t o  he l p  t he m  re t u r n  t o  t he i r  f a m i l i es. F o r  o t he r  c h i l d r e n, t he  p l a n  w i l l  b e  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  
adoption.  W h a t  a re ma r k a b l e f ee l i n g  i t  i s t o  k n o w  y o u  ha v e m a de a d i f f e r e n ce i n  t he l i f e  
o f  a  c h i l d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  a  sta b le,  sa fe  an d  l o v i n g  en v i r o n m e n t.  F o r  m o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n, 
p l ease ca l l,  Rena Rubin, Foster Care Recruiter, at 932-7161, local 416, or send an e-
mail to  rena_rubin@ssss.gouv.qc.ca.

Research on bilingual children: Ste-Justine Hospital, i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  D a l h o us i e 
U n i v e rs i t y  i n  H a l i f a x, i s p resen t l y  l o o k i n g  f o r  parents of children aged 24 to 42 months 
who speak English + any other language, f o r  resea r c h o n  b i l i n g u a l i s m  an d  i ts e f f e c ts o n  
c h i l d  de v e l o p m e n t.  T h e  st u d y  i n c l u d es  2  v i s i t s  a t  t he  C e n t re  de  R éa da p ta t i o n  M a r i e-
E n f a n t  i n  M o n t r ea l. Pa r t i c i p a n t  f a m i l i es w i l l  b e  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  $ 1 5  t o  c o v e r  an y  e x pe nses 
an d  sc hed u l i n g  w i l l  be at y o u r  c o n v e n i e n ce. F o r  f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  t he st u d y, o r  t o  
pa r t i c i p a te, p l ease ca l l  o r  e-m a i l  Lisa Campisi; phone: (514) 374-1710 ext: 8610, email: 
recherchelangage@hotmail.com . (App r o v e d  b y  t he  c o m m i t t ee  o n  et h i ca l  r esea r c h  o f  
S te-Jus t i n e H o s p i t a l)

The bulletin board is a free forum for members to communicate amongst each 
other.  If you want to post an announcement in the next issue please send it to us 
at  any  time  to  info@aml-lma.org or  by  post  to  AML,  2401  Coursol,  Montreal, 
Quebec, H3J 1C8. If you have something to advertise, sell, rent or buy…anything 
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where money must change hands, you can place an ad in the newsletter. Ads cost 
20 cents per word.
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