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S y l v i e  an d  he r  so n  B e n  l i v e  i n  a su b u r b  o f  M o n t r ea l.  S y l v i e  has bee n  o pe n l y  l esb i a n  f o r  
he r  w h o l e  ad u l t  l i f e  an d  be f o r e  he r  son  w e n t  t o  h i g h  sc h o o l  t h i s  w as  ne v e r  a  p r o b l e m.  
D u r i n g  e le me n ta r y  sc h o o l  B e n  w o u l d  b r i n g  f r i e n ds  h o m e,  he  sp o k e  ca n d i d l y  ab o u t  h i s  
m o t h e r  an d  he r  g i r l f r i e n d  an d  w as  v e r y  c o m f o r t a b l e  i n  h i s  sh oes.  B u t  w h e n  B e n  be ga n  
h i g h  sc h o o l  e ve r y t h i n g  c ha n ge d.  I n  h i s  ne w  sc h o o l, su d de n l y  h o m ose x ua l i t y  be ca m e  an  
i ss ue.  H i s  ne w  f r i e n ds  re g u l a r l y  used  h o m o p h o b i c  s l u rs  t o  de r i d e  an d  tease eac h  o t her. 
A c c usa t i o ns o f  ac t i n g  l i k e  a “ fa g” w e r e re g u l a r l y  hea r d  i n  t he sc h o o l y a r d, i n  t he ca f e te r i a  
o r  i n  t he  g y m  l o c k e r-r o o m.  S u d de n l y  B e n  f e l t  l i k e  a  ta r ge t.   E v e n  t h o u g h  he  ha d  a  
g i r l f r i e n d,  he  h i m se l f  f e l t  a t tac k e d  be cause  o f  h i s  m o t h e r ’s  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n.   H e  w as  
e m ba r r assed ab o u t  h i s f a m i l y  s i t u a t i o n, ab o u t  h i s m o m  an d  he r  g i r l f r i e n d  an d  t h o u g h t  t ha t 
i f  t he o t he rs k n e w  t he y  w o u l d  d ra w  c o n c l us i o ns t ha t he t o o  w as gay.  H e  l i v e d  i n  c o ns ta n t  
f ea r  o f  be i n g  f o u n d  o u t  an d  ne ve r  b r o u g h t  f r i e n ds  h o m e.   T h e  s i t ua t i o n  be ca m e  so 
u n c o m f o r t a b l e t ha t he w o u l d  n o t  l ea v e t he h o use w i t h  h i s  m o m  an d  he r  f r i e n d.  A n d  e ve n  
i n  t he  p r i v a c y  o f  h i s  o w n  h o m e  t he  re l a t i o ns h i p  be t w ee n  B e n  an d  h i s  m o m ’s  g i r l f r i e n d  
be ga n  t o  be  v e r y  m u c h  st ra i n e d.   A f t e r  t w o  y ea rs  o f  t h i s,  B e n  w as  so  resen t f u l  o f  h i s 
m o m ’s  pa r t ne r  t ha t  he  w as  i n  c o ns ta n t  c o n f l i c t  w i t h  her.   A s  t he  s i t u a t i o n  be ca m e  
i n c r eas i n g l y  u n l i v a b l e  f o r  e ve r y o n e, S y l v i e  de c i de d  t ha t  t he  o n l y  w a y  t o  sa ve  he r  so n’s  
san i t y, as w e l l  as he r  o w n  re l a t i o ns h i p, w as  f o r  he r  an d  B e n  t o  m o v e  o u t.  S y l v i e  an d  he r  
pa r t ne r  w i l l  w a i t  t i l l  B e n  i s an  ad u l t  t o  be g i n  l i v i n g  t o ge t he r  aga i n.  T h e  na mes ha ve  been 
c ha n ge d, b u t  t h i s i s a t r ue st o r y.

A l t h o u g h  a l rea d y  p rese n t  a t t he e le me n ta r y  l e v e l, t he at m os p he re o f  h o m o p h o b i a  i s m u c h  
g rea te r i n  sec o n da r y  sc h o o l s  (some c l a i m  i t  i s pe r v as i v e). A d o l esce n ts a re at an age w h e n  
t he  p ressu re  t o  c o n f o r m  is  e x t re m e l y  h i g h  an d  w h e n  c o m m e n ts  f r o m  pee rs  a re  
pa r t i c u l a r l y  pa i n f u l.  A d d  t o  t h is  t he  f a c t  t ha t  tee na ge rs  a re  o f t e n  t he mse l v es  q ues t i o n i n g  
an d  u neas y  ab o u t  t he i r  o w n  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n. A n d  a ls o, as i s  w e l l  k n o w n, tee na ge rs a re 
c o m m o n l y  i n  re be l l i o n  aga i ns t  t he i r  o w n  pa re n ts. S o  w h e n  pa re n ts  a re  pa r t  o f  a de r i d e d, 
m i n o r i t y  se x ua l  g r o u p, t he s i t u a t i o n  can be c o m e  v e r y  te nse.  T h e  ad o l esce n ts o f  o u r  g r o u p  
a re  pa r t i c u l a r l y  ha r d  t o  reac h  o u t  t o.  Pa re n ts  p h o ne  us  an d  te l l  us  t ha t  t he y  a re  ha v i n g  a 
l o t  o f  d i f f i c u l t i es, b u t  w e  l a c k  t he reso u r c es t o  he l p  t he m.

W h a t  can  be  d o ne?  Teenage rs  t ha t  ha v e  at te n de d  o u r  m ee t i n gs  te l l  us  t ha t  b y  t he  t i m e  
k i ds  a re i n  h i g h  sc h o o l  t he i r  i d eas a re a l rea d y  q u i t e  en g ra i ne d.  T h e y  sa y  k i d s  nee d  t o  be  
t o l d  ab o u t  h o m ose x ua l i t y  an d  ed u ca te d  n o t  t o  be  h o m o p h o b i c  f r o m  t he  t i m e  t he y  en te r  
p r i m a r y  sc h o o l.   Teac he rs  can  o f  c o u rse  d o  t h is  o n  t he i r  o w n  i n i t i a t i v e, t he  M i n i s t r y  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  sta te  i n  t he i r  e le me n ta r y  c u r r i c u l u m  t ha t  sc h o o l  "... fa v o u rs  t he  c h i l d r e n 's 
pe rs o na l  g r o w t h  b y  en c o u ra g i n g  t he m  t o  ad o p t  use f u l  an d  m ea n i n g f u l  a t t i t u des  an d  
be ha v i o u rs, an d  p r o v i d i n g  t he m  w i t h  a hea l t h y, sa fe en v i r o n m e n t  t ha t  f o s te rs t he i r  se x ua l  
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de v e l o p m e n t.  I t  a ls o  ena b l es  t he m  t o  de v e l o p  t he i r  p e rs o na l  i d e n t i t y,  based  o n  se l f-
c o n f i d e n ce  an d  a w a re ness  o f  t he  v a l u e  o f  t he i r  se x,  t he i r  a ge,  an d  t he i r  c u l t u r e.” 
A l t h o u g h  t h is  so u n ds  l i k e  an  o pe n  i n v i t a t i o n, w i t h o u t  spec i f i c  d i r e c t i v es teac he rs a re at  a 
l oss f o r  w h a t  t o  d o.  

B e g i n n i n g  i n  p r i m a r y  sc h o o l,  teac he rs  can  t o u c h  u p o n  i d eas  ab o u t  d i f f e re n t  t y p es  o f  
re l a t i o ns h i ps an d  d i f f e r e n t  k i n ds o f  f a m i l i es.  D i v e rs i t y  can be sho w n  t o  be v a l u a b l e.  T h i s  
i s  pe r t i n e n t  t o  e ve r y o n e.   T h e re  a re  k i d s  i n  a l t e r na t i v e  f a m i l i es,  b u t  t he re  a re  a ls o  k i d s  
w h o  t he mse l v es w i l l  b e c o m e  ga y  o r  l esb i a n  w h e n  t he y  g r o w  u p.  I t  i s  a w e l l-k n o w n  f a c t  
t ha t  t he  su i c i d e  ra te  i s  m u c h  h i g h e r  i n  st u de n ts  w h o  are  q ues t i o n i n g  t he i r  o w n  se x ua l  
o r i e n ta t i o n.   A n d  t h i s  i s  p r o ba b l y  ab o u t  1 0 %  o f  t he  st u de n t  p o p u l a t i o n.  F u r t he r m o r e, 
a l m os t  e ve r y o n e  has  so m e o ne  i n  t he i r  f a m i l i es  w h o  i s  ga y  o r  l esb i a n  an d  i f  n o t, i n  t he i r  
l i v es  t he y  w i l l  ce r t a i n l y  en c o u n te r  ga y s  an d  l es b ia ns, a t  t he i r  w o r k ,  t he i r  ne i g h b o rs, an d  
t he i r  f r i e n ds. I t  i s  t h us  essen t i a l  t o  c r ea te  a sc h o o l  en v i r o n m e n t  t ha t  i s  o pe n  t o  ga y s  an d  
l es b ia ns.

Teac he rs  can  ta l k  ab o u t  w e l l-k n o w n  ga ys  an d  l es b ia ns  i n  p o p u l a r  c u l t u r e.   I d eas  ab o u t  
ste re o t y pes  an d  p re j u d i c es  can  be  c o n ne c te d  w i t h  h o m o p h o b i a,  as  pa r t  o f  a  l a r ge r  
d i s c uss i o n  ab o u t  ra c is m,  se x is m  an d  o t he r  i s ms.   T h e  d i s c uss i o n  ca n  p r o g r ess  o v e r  t he  
y ea rs  as c h i l d r e n  m a t u r e. H o m ose x ua l i t y  ca n  be  ad d resse d  w i t h o u t  ne cessa r i l y  teac h i n g  
ab o u t  se x.  A  spec i f i c  c u r r i c u l u m  is  nee de d  f o r  t h is,  as  a  w e l l  as  a  g o v e r n m e n t  t ha t  
su p p o r ts an d p r o te c ts i t s teac he rs.

Teac he rs can  be g i n  t o  ad d ress h o m o p h o b i c  l a n g ua ge an d  be ha v i o u r  t ha t t he y  hea r an d  see 
a m o n gs t  st u de n ts.  T h e y  sho u l d  n o t  t o l e ra te  h o m o p h o b i a, j us t  as ra c is m  is  n o t  t o l e ra te d. 
Sens i t i z a t i o n  t ra i n i n g  i s  nee de d  f o r  t h is, f o r  teac he rs, ad m i n i s t ra t o rs  as w e l l  as o t he r  sta f f  
t ha t  w o r k  w i t h i n  t he  sc h o o l  en v i r o n m e n t.   N a m e  ca l l i n g,  b u l l y i n g  an d  e ve n  p h y s i c a l  
v i o l e n ce a re f a r  t o o  c o m m o n.

I n  t he  h i g h  sc h o o l s  an  ad u l t  ca n  be  des i g na te d  as  a  c o n ta c t  pe rs o n  f o r  an y o ne  w h o  i s 
ha v i n g  p r o b l e ms  w i t h  i ss ues re ga r d i n g  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n, w h e t he r  i t  i s  so me o ne  t o  spea k  
t o  ab o u t  o ne’s  o w n  p r o b l e ms  o r  t o  re p o r t  b u l l y i n g  an d  teas i n g  t o, o r  j us t  so me o ne  w h o  
ca n  resp o n d  t o  q ues t i o ns.   T h i s  pe rs o n  m u s t  o f  c o u rse  be  t ra i n e d  so  t ha t  he  / she  can  
u n de rs ta n d  h o w  sens i t i v e  t hese  s i t u a t i o ns  ca n  be. M a n y  ga y s  an d  l es b ia ns  sa y  t ha t  t he y  
a re a l i v e t o da y  be ca use o ne teac he r st o o d  u p  f o r  t he m  o r  t o o k  an i n t e res t i n  t he m.

B o o k s  m u s t  be  ad de d  t o  t he  c l ass r o o m  an d  sc h o o l  l i b r a r y  t ha t  spea k  ab o u t  i ss ues  o n  
se x ua l i t y,  se x ua l  i de n t i t y  an d  se x ua l  hea l t h.   B o o k s  ab o u t  f a m i l y  d i v e rs i t y  a re 
i n c r eas i n g l y  a va i l a b l e as w e l l.  T h e re a re l ess an d  l ess st u de n ts w h o  c o m e f r o m  t ra d i t i o n a l  
n u c l ea r  f a m i l i es, w h e t he r  i t  i s  s i n g l e  pa re n t  f a m i l i es, e x te n de d  f a m i l i es, b l e n de d  f a m i l i es 
o r  f a m i l i es w i t h  ga y  o r  l es b ia n pa re n ts.

A l s o,  ed u ca t i o n  m u s t  be  p r o v i d e d  ab o u t  se x ua l i t y  an d  hea l t h  ca re  t ha t  i n c l u d e 
i n f o r m a t i o n  ab o u t  se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n  an d  d i v e rs i t y.   Pa m p h l e ts  an d  res o u r ce  m a te r i a l s 
m u s t  be  a va i l a b l e  t o  st u de n ts  o n  sub j e c ts  suc h  as  S T D s  an d  A I D S,  su i c i d e,  subs ta n ce  
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ab use an d  o t he r r i s k y  be ha v i o u rs.  T h ese m a te r i a l s m u s t  be p l a ce d i n  a reas w h e re st u de n ts 
ca n d i s c re te l y  ac cess t he m  w i t h o u t  l a be l i n g  t he mse l v es.

W o r k s h o ps an d  p rese n ta t i o ns w h e re ga y  an d  l es b ia n  c o n ce r ns an d  f a c ts a re d i s c usse d an d  
de m y s t i f i e d, g i v e n  b y  g r o u ps  suc h  as G R I S,  P r o j e c t  1 0  an d  H-M u e t, m u s t  be  o r ga n i ze d 
an d  b r o u g h t  t o  sc h o o l s.   T h e  c u r r e n t  l a c k  o f  ac cess  o f  t hese  g r o u ps  i n t o  m a n y  Q ue be c 
sc h o o l s i s u na c cep ta b le. 

W h a t  e lse? G a y  / S t ra i g h t  a l l i a n ces can  be  en c o u ra ge d.  W h a t  a re  t hese?  F o l l o w i n g  t he  
e xa m p l e  o f  m a n y  A m e r i c a n  sc h o o l s,  t hese  a re  c l u bs  w h e re  st u de n ts  w h o  e i t h e r  
t he mse l v es  a re  ga y  o r  l esb i a n  o r  w h o  sup p o r t  ga y s  an d  l es b i a ns  ca n  ge t  t o ge t he r  an d  
su p p o r t  eac h  o t her.   T h ese  g r o u ps  a re  pa r t i c u l a r l y  ap pea l i n g  f o r  t h ose  w h o  are  
q ues t i o n i n g, as i t  i s  n o t  ne cessa r y  t o  de f i n e  o nese l f, a n d  st u de n ts  can  so c i a l i z e  i n  a n o n-
j u d g m e n ta l  e n v i r o n m e n t.

O u t s i d e o f  t he sc h o o l, f a m i l y  c o u nse l o rs a re needed  w h o  k n o w  ab o u t  o u r  f a m i l i es an d  a re  
t u ne d  t o  o u r  i ss ues an d  t he p ressu res t ha t  soc i e t y  p u ts  u p o n  us  an d  o u r  c h i l d r e n.  E v e n  i f  
a l l  t he ab o v e m eas u res w e r e i m p l e m e n te d t o m o r r o w, i t  w i l l  o n l y  be t he ne x t  ge ne ra t i o n  o f  
tee na ge rs w h o  w i l l  f ee l  t he p os i t i v e  e f f e c ts.  I n  t he m ea n t i m e, o u r  f a m i l i es need sens i t i v e,  
so p h i s t i c a te d  i n t e r v e n t i o n i s ts w h o  can  dea l  w i t h  o u r  rea l i t i es an d  w h o  are n o t  i g n o r a n t  o f  
o u r  p r o b l e ms. 

I t  i s  est i m a te d  t ha t  be t w ee n  1  an d  4  o u t  o f  e ve r y  te n  st u de n ts  i s  e i t he r  ga y  o r  l es b ia n  o r  
has  a  ga y  o r  l es b i a n  i m m e d i a te  f a m i l y  m e m ber. I f  soc i e t y  rea l l y  ca res  ab o u t  A L L  o f  i t s 
c h i l d r e n  t ha n  i t  i s  ne cessa r y  t ha t  teac he rs,  ad m i n i s t ra t o rs,  sup p o r t  s ta f f  an d  c o u nse l o rs  
w o r k  t o  m a k e  t he  sc h o o l  a  sa fe r  an d  m o r e  i n c l us i v e  en v i r o n m e n t  f o r  c h i l d r e n.   P u b l i c  
sc h o o l s  a ls o  ha v e  a  resp o ns i b i l i t y  t o  sup p o r t  an d  en ha n ce  f a m i l y  re l a t i o ns h i ps  i n  a l l  
f a m i l i es, i n c l u d i n g  t h ose w i t h  ga y  o r  l es b i a n  pa re n ts.  S c h o o l s  a re  t he m o s t  l o g i c a l  p l a ce  
t o  p r o v i d e  ac c u ra te  i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  re p l a ce  t he  m y t h s,  i g n o r a n ce  an d  ste re o t y pes  t ha t 
h u r t  a l l  c h i l d r e n  an d  t he i r  f a m i l i es.

We would like to hear from you!  Interested in 
writing for our newsletter?
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Send  your  articles  at  any  time  to 
monicole@citenet.net or  by  post  to  AML,  2401 
Coursol, Montreal, Quebec, H3J 1C8
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Montreal

M a y  27 - Roger Thibault  and Théo Wouters ,  a re a ga y  c o u p l e  t ha t  ha v e  bee n 
t o ge t he r  f o r  28 y ea rs an d  o w n  a h o m e  i n  Pointe Claire.  I n  1 996  a h o m o p h o b i c  m a n  
m o v e d  i n  ne x t  d o o r  w h o  has,  s i n ce  t he n,  c o n t i n u o us l y  ha rassed  t he m  (insu l ts,  v e r b a l  
ab use, v a n da l i z i n g  t he i r  ga r de n, e t c).  F i n a l l y, a f t e r  p u t t i n g  u p  w i t h  i t  f o r  t o o   l o n g, t he 
c o u p l e  c o m p l a i ne d.  T h e y  p resse d c ha r ges an d  a ls o  f i l e d  a re p o r t  w i t h  t he H u m a n  R i g h t s  
C o m m i ss i o n.  T h e  ga y  an d  l es b i a n  c o m m u n i t y  m o b i l i z e d  an d  o n  S u n da y  M a y  27  a f e w  
t h o usan d  o f  us (no o ne k n o w s  f o r  su re b u t   est i m a tes ra n ge be t w ee n  1 500- 4000) sho w e d  
u p  f o r  a v e r y  peace f u l  a n d  d i g n i f i e d  protest  march t h r o u g h  t he  ne i g h b o u r h o o d:  A n  
i n c r e d i b l e sh o w  o f  so l i d a r i t y.  T h e  c o u p l e i s c u r r e n t l y  i n  c o u r t.

Gay  Écoute, a  ga y  he l p-l i n e,  re ce i v es  ab o u t  2000 calls  about homophobic 
v iolence eac h  y ea r  so  t he  R o g e r  an d  T h é o  st o r y  i s  n o t  an  i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t.  T h e  cases 
ra n ge f r o m  na me-ca l l i n g  t o  m u r d er.

Ju ne  1 5  -S pea k i n g  o f  Gay  Écoute:  t he y  re ce n t l y  w o n  a  p r i z e  ca l l e d  t he  Prix 
Réjean-Marier f r o m  t he  Quebec Suicide A ssociation . T h e  p r i z e  w as  g i v e n  t o 
L a u re n t  M c H u t c he o n, ge ne ra l  d i r e c t o r  o f  ga y  éc o u te.  T h e  he l p-l i n e  w as  re c o g n i z e d  f o r  
t he i r  e x ce p t i o n a l   r o l e  i n  p re ve n t i n g  su i c i d e  i n  Q u e be c, n o t  o n l y  i n  te r ms  o f  t he  l i s te n i n g  
se r v i c es p r o v i de d b y  t he he l p-l i n e, b u t  a ls o f o r  t he i r  resea r c h  o n  su i c i d e.

N e w s  i t e ms i n  t he v i l l a ge:

L’Androgyne  boo kstore,  a f t e r  28  y ea rs  o n  r ue  S t.  L a u r e n t  has  m o v e d  t o  t he  
v i l l a ge.   I t  o pe ne d  o n  Ju l y  1 s t  a t  i t ’s  ne w  and  larger  location at  1436 
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A m herst (cor ne r  S te.  C a t he r i n e).  G o  an d  c hec k  i t  o u t.   F r a n ce  D es i l e ts  (an  L M A  
m e m be r  an d  m o m  t o  be  w i t h  he r  pa r t ne r  C l a u d i n e  D u g as) is  t he  m a na ger.  T h e i r  p h o ne 
n u m be r  i s st i l l  5 1 4-842-4765 an d t he i r  e-m a i l  i s i n f o @ a n d r o g y ne.ca 

A n o t h e r  e x c i t i n g  e ve n t  i s s la te d  t o  ha p pe n  i n  t he v i l l a ge.  A l t h o u g h  i t  i s n o t  ce r ta i n  w h e n, 
a rece n t  a r t i c l e  i n  t he  Jou r na l  de  M o n t r ea l  (June 1 9) spo k e  ab o u t  a  5 million  dollar 
mega-  complex t ha t  w o u l d  be  a  d rea m  c o m e  t r ue  f o r  t he  G  an d  L  c o m m u n i t y. 
P oss i b l y  i n  t he  hea r t  o f  t he  v i l l a ge  be t w ee n  A m h e rs t  an d  W o l f e,  a  G  and  L 
community  centre w i l l  be  b u i l t  i n  t he  u p c o m i n g  y ea rs.   M o n t r ea l,  as  w e l l  as 
p r o v i n c i a l  a n d  f e de ra l  g o v e r n m e n ts  w i l l  eac h  c o n t r i b u te  1 .2  m i l l i o n  t o w a r ds  t h i s  ce n ter. 
T h e  M a r i o-R a c i n e f o u n da t i o n  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t he C C G L M  w i l l  ra ise t he l as t m i l l i o n  
f r o m  p r i v a te f u n ds.

W h i l e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h i s  a l l  t o  ha p pe n  y o u  ca n  g o  c he c k  o u t  a  ne w  pub for  dy kes , 
ca l l e d  Magnolia , t ha t  o pe ne d  in the v illage a t t he en d  o f  Ju l y.  I t ’s a t 1 329 r ue S te. 
C a t he r i n e  eas t. T h e  ne w  o w n e r  M a n o n  L ’ É c u y e r  w a n t s  t o  c rea te  a  f r i e n d l y  a t m os p he re  
f u l l  o f  ac t i v i t i es  de d i c a te d  t o  t he  l es b ia n  c o m m u n i t y.  I t ’ l l  b e  o pe n   f r o m  W e d nes da y  t o  
S u n da y  an d  w i l l  o f f e r  ha p p y  h o u rs, b r u n c hes an d  t he me n i g h ts.

Provincial news

The Quebec Youth  Protection  and  Hu man  R ights  Commissions  a re 
u n de r  a t ta c k. T h e  Q ue be c  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  t o  se ve re l y  limit  the jurisdiction o f  
w h e re  an d  h o w  t he  c o m m i ss i o ns  ca n  ac t. T h e  g o v e r n m e n t  f ee ls  t ha t  t he  c o m m i ss i o n  i s 
t he re  t o  m a k e  rec o m m e n da t i o ns,  n o t  t o  de f e n d  pe o p l e  i n  c o u r t.   W h a t  t he y  w a n t  t o  
e l i m i n a te,  f o r  e xa m p l e,  a re  cases  l i k e  t h ose  w h e re  i n d i v i d ua l s  c l a i m  t ha t  Q u e be c  l a w  
d i s c r i m i n a tes  aga i ns t  ga ys  an d  l esb i a ns. T h e  h u m a n  r i g h ts  c o m m i ss i o n  i s  t he  o n l y  w a y  
t ha t  i n d i v i d u a ls,  w h o  can ’ t  a f f o r d  t o  h i r e  l a w y e rs  t o  f i g h t  l e n g t h y  l e ga l  ba t t l es,  can  
c ha l l e n ge t he g o v e r n m e n t.

Ne ws from the elsewhere in Canada

Nova  Scotia m a d e  b i g  st r i d es  re ce n t l y  i n  te r ms  o f  G  an d  L  r i g h ts.   C u r r e n t l y  i n  
C a na da  i t  i s  t he  m o s t   p r o g r ess i v e  p r o v i n c e.  A t  t he  be g i n n i n g  o f  June  f o u r  sa me-se x  
c o u p l es  m a de  C a na d i a n  ga y  h i s t o r y  w h e n  t he y  legally  registered  their 
relationships i n  N o v a  S c o t i a  o n  M o n d a y.  W h a t  Bill  75 d i d n ’ t  g i v e  ga y  m e n  an d  
l es b ia ns w as t he r i g h t  t o  m a r r y  o r  t he r i g h t  t o  ad o p t  eac h o t he r's c h i l d r e n..  

A n d  f r o m  t he  É ga l e l i s t  se r v e:
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O n  June 28, 200 1, G a y  an d  l esb i a n  c o u p l es i n  Nova Scotia w e r e  p ra is i n g  a l a n d m a r k  
c o u r t  r u l i n g  t ha t  g i v es  t he m  t he  right  to adopt c h i l d r e n  an d  m a k es t he  p r o v i n c e  o ne 
o f  f e w  t ha t  l e ga l l y  re c o g n i z es  h o m ose x ua l  pa re n ts.  A  p r o v i n c i a l  Supreme  Court  
j u d ge  ha n de d  d o w n  a  de c is i o n  t ha t  sta tes  t he  l a w  p re v e n t i n g  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  f r o m  
ad o p t i n g  w as  u n c o ns t i t u t i o na l.  T h e  case  w as  l a u n c he d  b y  a  l es b i a n  c o u p l e  w h o  a l rea d y  
ha v e  c h i l d r e n,  b u t  w h o  ar g ue d  t ha t  t he y  w e r e  be i n g  d i s c r i m i n a te d  aga i ns t  be cause  t he  
p r o v i n c e  p re ve n te d  b o t h  f r o m  be i n g  re c o g n i z e d  as  pa re n ts.  Jus t i ce  D e b o ra h  G ass  sa i d  
f a m i l i es  a re  an  essen t i a l  pa r t  o f  t he  de m o c ra t i c  soc i e t y  an d  can' t  b e  res t r i c t e d  based  o n  
se x ua l  o r i e n ta t i o n.  "P r o h i b i t i n g  a  j o i n t  ad o p t i o n  w h e re  a l l  t he  e v i de n ce  i n d i c a tes  t hese 
ad u l t s  a re  p r o v i d i n g  o p t i m u m  ca re  an d  l o v i n g  .  .  .  de f ea ts  t he  v e r y  p u r p ose  o f  t he  
l e g i s l a t i o n," G ass  w r o t e. " T he  e v o l u t i o n  o f  t he  c o n ce p t  o f  f a m i l y  an d  t he  i m p o r t a n ce  o f  
f a m i l y  t o  c h i l d r e n . . . su p p o r t  t he c o n te n t i o n  t ha t t h i s e x c l us i o n  i s u n j us t i f i e d."

S ta y  t u ne d  f o r  de v e l o p m e n ts  he re  i n  Quebec. A n  adoption  case is  sc he d u l e d  f o r  
Sep te m b er.

O n  Ju l y  6, 200 1, o m n i b us  Sas katche wan legislation t o  e x te n d  m a r i t a l  r i g h ts  an d  
resp o ns i b i l i t i es  t o  same-sex  couples re ce i v e d  R o y a l  A s sen t.   T h e  M i s ce l l a ne o us 
S ta t u tes  (Do mes t i c  R e l a t i o ns) A m e n d m e n t  A c t s  a me n de d  t he  de f i n i t i o n  o f  "spo use"  i n  
so me  24  p r o v i n c i a l  s ta t u t es  t o  t rea t  sa me-se x  c o u p l es  eq ua l l y  w i t h  o p p os i te-se x  m a r r i e d  
c o u p l es,  i n  a reas  i n c l u d i n g  adoption , sp o usa l  su p p o r t,  i n h e r i t a n ce  r i g h ts,  pe ns i o ns, 
su r v i v o r  be ne f i t s, an d m a t r i m o n i a l  p r o pe r t y.  

A l s o  o n  Ju l y  6, 200 1, o m n i b us  Manitoba legislation re ce i v e d  R o y a l  A s sen t.  T h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  a me n ds  1 0  o t he r  p r o v i n c i a l  s ta t u t es  t o  e x te n d  r i g h ts  an d  resp o ns i b i l i t i es  t o 
same-sex  couples i n  a reas  suc h  as  supe ra n n ua t i o n,  de pe n da n ts'  re l i e f,  f a m i l y  
m a i n te na n ce, su r v i v o r 's be ne f i t s, pe ns i o n  be ne f i t s, an d  w o r k e rs' c o m pe nsa t i o n  - a l t h o u g h  
t he M a n i t o b a g o v e r n m e n t  m a de a de l i b e ra te de c i s i o n  t o  e x c l u de ad o p t i o n  r i g h ts.

A l t h o u g h  f o r  m a n y  o f  us, f o r  pe rs o na l  o r  aes t he t i c  r easo ns marriage m a y  n o t  see m  l i k e  
t he h o l y  g ra i l , i n  te r m s o f  o u r  r i g h ts i t  i s t he o ne i ns t i t u t i o n  t ha t w o u l d  a f f o r d  us c o m p l e te  
l e ga l  eq ua l i t y.  T h a t  i s  w h y  i t  h as be c o m e  t he H O T T E S T  issue f o r  G  an d  L  r i g h ts he re  i n  
C a na da  an d  e lse w h e re  i n  t he  w o r l d.   I n  M a y,  a  ga y  c o u p l e  an d  a  l es b i a n  c o u p l e  w e r e  
" ma r r i e d"  at  Toronto's p re d o m i n a n t l y  ga y  Metropolitan  Community 
Church t h r o u g h  t he  use  o f  a m a r i t a l  l a w  l o o p h o l e  ca l l e d  "ban ns." W h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t he 
O n t a r i o  g o v e r n m e n t  w i l l  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e  t he  u n i o ns  re ma i ns  t o  be  seen,  b u t  i f  i t  
d oes n' t, p r e pa re f o r  a h u ge ba t t l e. 

(Spea k i n g  o f  M a r r i a ge, Sinead O’Connor is ge t t i n g  m a r r i e d, b u t  n o  l a d i es, so r r y, t o  a 
m a n.   T h i s,  a f t e r  c o m i n g  o u t  t o  C u r v e  m a ga z i ne  as  a  l es b ia n  (not  b i se x ua l) l as t  y ear. 
F i c k l e f i c k l e f i c k l e.)

O n  Ju l y  23, 200 1, t he  Supreme Court  of B ritish Columbia be ga n  a t w o-w e e k  
hea r i n g  o f  a l a n d m a r k  c ha l l e n ge t o  Canada's marriage la ws .  T h e  ne w  B C  L i b e ra l  
G o v e r n m e n t  has re ce n t l y  an n o u n ce d  t ha t i t  w i l l  b e w i t h d r a w i n g  i t s l e ga l  ac t i o n  i n  su p p o r t  
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o f  sa me-se x  m a r r i a ge.  A d d i t i o n a l  cases  are also proceeding in Ontario and 
Quebec.

A l l  t hese l e ga l  c ha n ges i n  C a na da p o i n t  t o  o ne t h i n g: p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  o n  ga ys an d  l es b ia ns 
i s  c ha n g i n g.  A n  opinion  poll re leased  i n  Ju ne  b y  L e ge r  M a r k e t i n g  sug ges ts  t ha t  t he 
v as t  m a j o r i t y  o f  C a na d i a ns -- nea r l y  76 pe r  cen t  -- be l i e v e h o m ose x ua l s dese r v e t he sa me 
r i g h ts as e ve r y o ne e lse, w h i l e  53. 1  pe r c e n t  -- be l i e v e sa me-se x  c o u p l es sho u l d  be a l l o w e d  
t o  ad o p t  c h i l d r e n.

" T he re's  a  de f i n i t e  l a issez-f a i r e  a t t i t u de  o f  C a na d i a ns  t o w a r d  h o m ose x ua l i t y,"  sa i d  
C h r i s t i a n  B o u r q u e, v i c e-p res i de n t  o f  L e ge r  M a r k e t i n g. " I f  w e  ha d  d o ne  t he p o l l  1 5  y ea rs  
ag o  -- m y  G o d, h o w  d i f f e re n t  t he res u l t s w o u l d  ha v e bee n”.

T h a t  a m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  1 ,507 pe o p l e  p o l l e d  a re  i n  f a v o r  o f  ad o p t i o n  o f  c h i l d r e n  b y  sa me-
se x  f a m i l i es  sho w s  j us t  h o w  d ra m a t i c a l l y  o u r  soc ie t y  has  c ha n ge d.  T h a t  ap pa re n t l y  a 
q ua r t e r  o f  a l l  p e o p l e  st i l l  t h i n k  ga y s  sho u l d  n o t  ha ve  eq ua l  r i g h ts  sho w s  j us t  h o w  f a r  w e  
ha v e y e t  t o  g o. T h e  l a r ge ga p be t w ee n t h ose w h o  accep t ga y  eq ua l i t y  b u t  w h o  w o u l d n ' t l e t  
ga y s ad o p t  c h i l d r e n sh o w s  a d i c h o t o m y  i n  o p i n i o n s o n  t h i s i ss ue.

Pride events around the w orld

G a y  P r i de  pa ra des an d  pa r t i es  d re w  m i l l i o n s  o f  pe o p l e  t o  t he  st ree ts  i n  c i t i es  t h r o u g h o u t  
t he  w o r l d  t h is  su m m e r,  as  l ea t he r-c l a d  m e n  an d  w o m e n  j o i n e d  w i t h  d ra g  q ueens  i n  
st i l e t t os  an d  sub u r ba n  ga y  c o u p l es  i n  sho r ts  an d  snea ke rs  t o  ce l e b r a te  t he  G L B T  
c o m m u n i t y.

I n  San  Francisco, P r i d e  e ve n t  o r ga n i ze rs  est i m a te d  t ha t  m o r e  t ha n  1  m i l l i o n  pe o p l e  
t u r ne d  o u t  f o r  t he  p r i d e  pa r t y,  an d  p u m pe d  nea r l y  $ 1 50  m i l l i o n  i n t o  t he  B a y  A r e a  
ec o n o m y, t he  Sa n  F ra n c i s c o  C h r o n i c l e  re p o r t e d. San  F r a n c is c o 's pa ra de, l e d  b y  t he  500-
st r o n g  W o m e n 's  M o t o r c y c l e  C o n t i n g e n t  -- a. k.a. D y k es  o n  B i k es  -- f ea t u r e d  1 82  f l o a ts 
an d  c o n t i n g e n ts,  t he  l a r ges t  n u m be r  o f  pa ra de  pa r t i c i p a n ts  t o  da te.  S F  M a y o r  W i l l i e 
B r o w n  w as o u t  o f  t o w n, so o pe n l y-ga y  S u pe r v i s o r  M a r k  L e n o  w as "ma y o r  f o r  t he da y."

I n  Paris p o l i c e es t i m a te d  t ha t  500,000 pe o p l e pa r t i c i p a te d i n  t he P r i d e ce le b ra t i o n  -- t he  
l a r ges t t u r n o u t  e ver. B e r t ra n d  D e l a n oe, t he c i t y 's re ce n t l y  e le c te d  ga y  m a y o r, w as  t he f i r s t  
Pa r i s m a y o r  t o  pa r t i c i p a te i n  t he P r i de e ve n t.
 
W i t h  t he ra i n b o w  f l a g  f l y i n g  f r o m  Berlin 's c i t y  ha l l  f o r  t he f i r s t t i m e, a c r o w d  est i m a te d  
at  1  m i l l i o n  b y  e ve n t  o r ga n i ze rs t u r ne d  o u t  f o r  t he i r  pa ra de. O p e n l y  ga y  K l a us  W o w e r e i t, 
i ns ta l l e d  as i n te r i m  m a y o r  o f  B e r l i n  (fo l l o w i n g  t he o us t i n g  o f  t he p re v i o us m a y o r  i n  a n o-
c o n f i d e n ce  v o t e), t o l d  a  c hee r i n g  c r o w d  t ha t  he  w o u l d  l ea d  t he  c i t y  i n  t he  f i g h t  aga i ns t 
i n t o l e ra n ce.
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 A t  Ne w  Yor k  City's 32n d  an n ua l  P r i d e  pa ra de, 36  ga y  an d  l esb i a n  c o u p l es  he l d  a 
m ass c o m m i t m e n t  ce re m o n y  t o  k i c k  o f f  t he pa ra de. O n e  o f  t he c o u p l es, S he neen E l l i s an d  
A l o n a  H a r t ne t t,  w e r e  j o i n e d  i n  t he  ce re m o n y  b y  t he i r  f i v e  c h i l d r e n,  ac c o r d i n g  t o  t he 
T i m es. O n e  o f  t he c o u p l e's c h i l d r e n  ca r r i e d  a s i g n  t ha t rea d, "T w o  m o t h e rs a re be t t e r  t ha n  
ha v i n g  o n l y  o ne. I  l o v e m o m m y  an d m o m m y."

Toronto d re w  800,000 spec ta t o rs.  O n  t he d o w n-s i de, p o l i ce ra i de d  w o m e n’s n i g h t  a t a 
ba t h-h o use, a l t h o u g h  s i m i l a r  en te r ta i n m e n t  f o r  m e n  us ua l l y  g oes  u n m o l es te d.  L e s b i a ns  
reac te d w i t h  o u t r a ge.
 
Joe  C l a r k  l ea d  Calgary ’s  ga y  p r i d e.   I t ’s  t he  f i r s t  t i m e  t ha t  an  e x  p r i m e  m i n i s te r 
pa r t i c i p a te d i n  a P r i de e ve n t.

Sad l y  m a n y  c o u n t r i es a re st i l l  n o t  o pe n  en o u g h  t o  ce le b r a te d i v e rs i t y. Mosco w ’s m a y o r  
re f use d  a p r i d e  pa ra de  i n  Ju l y, sta t i n g  t ha t  “su c h  de m o ns t ra t i o ns  o u t r a ge  t he  m a j o r i t y  o f  
t he cap i t a l ’s p o p u l a t i o n...an d f o r c e u p o n  soc ie t y  u na c ce p ta b l e n o r m s o f  be ha v i o u r ”.

T h e  re pe r c uss i o ns  o f  h o m o p h o b i c  p o l i c i es  ab r oa d  a re  f e l t  e ve n  he re  i n  Montreal. 
M a n y  i m m i g r a n ts f r o m  c o u n t r i es w h e re h o m ose x ua l i t y  i s st i l l  c o ns i de re d  a c r i m e  de c i de d  
t h i s  y ea r  n o t  t o  pa r t i c i p a te  i n  t he  ce l e b r a t i o ns  be ca use  o f  t he  f a c t  t ha t  t he  pa ra de  has  
be c o m e  a te l e v i se d  e ve n t. R e m e m be r  t he  c o u ra ge  o f  t ha t  g r o u p  o f  I r a n i a ns  i n  l as t  y ea r ’s 
pa ra de  (to g i v e  j us t  o ne  e xa m p l e).  T h e y  f ea r  t ha t  t he y  m i g h t  c rea te  p r o b l e ms  f o r  t he i r  
f a m i l i es a t h o m e  i f  t he i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i s n o t e d. 

D es p i t e  t hese absen ces,  Montreal’s o w n  P r i de  e ve n t  ha d  o v e r  80 g r o u ps  pa r t i c i p a t i n g  
i n  t he  c o m m u n i t y  da y  an d  750,000  spec ta t o rs  f o r  t he  pa ra de  i t se l f.  M i c h ae l  H e n d r i c k s  
an d  R e né  L e b oe u f  p u b l i c l y  e x p resse d  t he i r  l o v e  i n  a c o m m i t m e n t  ce re m o n y  o n  t he  l a w n  
o f  t he  C C A ,  j us t  be f o r e  t he  pa ra de  be ga n.  T h e  c o u p l e  w i l l  b e  g o i n g  be f o r e  t he  Q u e be c  
c o u r ts  i n  t he  f a l l  t o  as k  f o r  t he  r i g h t  t o  m a r r y.   D u r i n g  t he  pa ra de  o u r  f a m i l i es  w e r e  
espec i a l l y  w e l l  re ce i v e d … w i t h  t he  da y’s  hea t  w e  ce r t a i n l y  nee ded  t ha t  en c o u ra ge me n t. 
P r i d e ce le b ra t i o ns b r o u g h t  ab o u t  40 m i l l i o n  t o u r i s t d o l l a rs t o M o n t r ea l.

I nternational Ne ws

Ju ne  23 R e u te rs  - Belgium 's g o v e r n m e n t  has ap p r o v e d  a b i l l  a l l o w i n g  ga y  an d  l es b ia n  
c o u p l es t o  m a r r y, a m o v e  t ha t  w o u l d  m a k e  i t  t he  sec o n d  c o u n t r y  i n  t he  w o r l d  t o  l e ga l i z e 
h o m ose x ua l  w e d d i n gs a f t e r  t he N e t he r l a n ds.
 
Ju ne  27  A g e n ce  F r a n ce-P resse- T h e  m i n i s t e r  o f  j us t i c e  an n o u n ce d  t ha t  a  l a w  a l l o w i n g  
h o m ose x ua ls t o  m a r r y  as w e l l  as t o ad o p t  c h i l d r e n i s c u r r e n t l y  be i n g  st u d i e d  i n  Tai wan .

F r o m  A m nesty  International- (June  22) T o r t u r e d,  i l l-t rea te d,  se x ua l l y  assau l t e d, 
f o r c i b l y  su b j e c te d  t o  m e d i c a l  o r  ps y c h i a t r i c  t rea t m e n t, f o r ce d  t o  f l ee t he i r  h o m e  c o u n t r i es  
i n  te r r o r  -- t he  w o r l d  o v e r, l esb i a ns, ga y  m e n,  b i se x u a l  an d  t ra ns ge n de r  (LG B T) pe o p l e  
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a re at  pa r t i c u l a r  r i s k  o f  h u m a n  r i g h ts v i o l a t i o ns be cause o f  t he i r  se x ua l  i de n t i t y, A m n es t y  
I n t e r na t i o n a l  sa i d.

I n  a ne w  re p o r t  t he  o r ga n i za t i o n  des c r i b es t he  p l i g h t  o f  t he  t h o usan ds  o f  pe o p l e  w h o  are 
t o r t u r e d  an d  i l l-t rea te d  be ca use  t he i r  r ea l  o r  pe r c e i v e d  se x ua l i t y  i s  seen  as  t h r ea te n i n g  
so c ia l  o r der. T h e  re p o r t  i n c l u des  d o c u m e n t e d  e xa m p l es  f r o m  so me  30 c o u n t r i es, b u t  t he 
f u l l  e x te n t  o f  t he  p r o b l e m  is  u n d o u b t e d l y  m u c h  l a r ger.  I n  o v e r  70  c o u n t r i es  sa me-se x  
re l a t i o ns a re c o ns i de re d a c r i m e, an d i n  so me i ns ta n ces t he y  i n c u r  t he dea t h  pe na l t y.

A mnesty a ls o  w e l c o m e d  t he  rece n t  i n i t i a t i v e  b y  t he  spec i a l  m e c ha n i s ms  o f  the 
United  Nations  Commission  on  Hu man  R ights -- i n c l u d i n g  t he  S pec i a l  
R e p o r t  o n  T o r t u r e  -- t o  en c o u ra ge  t he sub m i ss i o n  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  h u m a n  r i g h ts  ab uses 
re l a te d  t o  se x ua l  i d e n t i t y. " H o w e v e r, U N  h u m a n  r i g h ts  b o d i es sho u l d  g i v e  m o r e  at te n t i o n  
t o  L G B T  iss ues," A m n es t y  I n t e r na t i o na l  sa i d.

R e l e va n t  c o n ce r n,  as  o n  Ju l y  1 9 t h  a  re p o r t  w e n t  o u t  t ha t  52 Egyptian m e n  w e r e  o n  
t r i a l, ac c used o f  “h o m ose x ua l  p ra c t i ces.”  A l t h o u g h  h o m ose x ua l i t y  i s n o t  e x p l i c i t l y  a pa r t  
o f  E g y p t i a n  l a w, m a n y  l a ws  d o  re l a te t o  i m m o r a l  ac ts an d  re l i g i o us  o f f e nses. A l l  p l ea de d  
n o t  g u i l t y.

Sports 

T h e  gay  games w i l l  ta k e  p l a ce  i n  Sydney ne x t  y ea r  an d  Montreal is  o ne  o f  t he 
ca n d i d a tes f o r  2006 (chec k  o u t  t he b i d  w e bs i t e: w w w . m o n t r ea l 2006.o r g) b i d d i n g  aga i ns t 
C h i c a g o, L o s  A n g e l es  an d  A t l a n ta. T h e  S i t e  Se l e c t i o n  C o m m i t t ee  w as  i n  M o n t r ea l  f r o m  
A u g u s t  1  t o  4 t o  e va l ua te t he sp o r ts an d  c u l t u r a l  v e n ues. A  f i n a l  de c i s i o n  w i l l  b e  m a de  i n  
O c t o be r  25.

I n  M o n t r ea l  t he re  i s  a  g r o u p  ca l l e d  t he  Comité de Non  2006 (a c oa l i t i o n  o f  r i g h t-
w i n g  re l i g i o us g r o u ps) w h o  are p u b l i c l y  o p p osed  t o  t he i d ea o f  M o n t r ea l  w i n n i n g  t he b i d  
f o r  t he ga m es.  T h e y  c l a i m  t ha t i t  i s a p r o m o t i o n  o f  an u n des i ra b l e l i f es t y l e  an d  bes i des i t  
w i l l  sp rea d  A I D S.   T h e  g r o u p  t r i e d  t o  o pe n  a  ba n k  ac c o u n t  a t  T h e  Royal  Ban k  an d  
w e r e  re f use d.  T h e  R o y a l  B a n k ’s  P R  pe rs o n,  R a y m o n d  C h o u i n a r d,  sa i d,  “ w e  ca n n o t  
su p p o r t, e ve n i n d i r e c t l y, a g r o u p  t ha t has d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  g oa ls.” T h e  N o n  c o m m i t t ee p l a ns 
t o  ta ke t he R o y a l  B a n k  t o  c o u r t.

Research Ne ws

A p r i l  200 1-  Journal  of  Fertility  and  Sterility-Fe n w a y  c o m m u n i t y  hea l t h  
ce n te r i n  B o s t o n  c o n d u c te d  a ra n d o m i z e d  st u d y  o f  ap p r o x i m a t e l y  60 f e r t i l e  w o m e n  d o i n g  
d o n o r  i nse m i n a t i o n  o v e r  t he c o u rse o f  1 89  c y c l es; ha l f  t he c y c l es w e r e  I C I  (vag i na l) an d  
ha l f  I U I  (int ra u te r i n e).  O v e ra l l  p r o ba b l e  c o n ce p t i o n  ra te  pe r  c y c l e  w as  9 %  f o r  I C I  an d  
1 5 %  f o r  I U I .   I n  m a n y  o f  t hese  at te m p ts  t he  re c i p i e n ts  i nse m i n a te d  t w i c e  pe r  c y c l e. 
W h e n  t he  resea r c he rs  ana l y z e d  c y c l es  w i t h  o n l y  o ne  i nse m i n a t i o n,  t he  p r o b a b l e 
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c o n ce p t i o n  ra te  pe r  c y c l e  w as  5 %  f o r  I C I  an d  1 4 %  f o r  I U I .   T h e y  a ls o  f o u n d  t ha t  , 
re ga r d l ess o f  t he t y p e o f  i nse m i n a t i o n  (IC I  o r  I U I), p re g na n c y  w as ab o u t  70 %  m o r e l i k e l y  
t o  o c c u r  w h e n  rec i p i e n ts  i nse m i n a te d  t w i c e  pe r  c y c l e.  O v e ra l l , h o w e v e r, t he  resea r c he rs 
c o n c l u d e d  t ha t  I U I  w i t h  f r o z e n  spe r m  is  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e  t ha n  I C I .   D es p i t e  t hese f i n d i n g s  
m a n y  rec i p i e n ts p re f e r  t o  d o  v a g i n a l  i nse m i n a t i o ns at h o m e, an d  m a n y  c o n ce i v e  t h i s w a y. 
I U I  i s  a  m o r e  e x pe ns i v e  an d  c os t l y  p r o ce d u re  an d  re q u i r es  a  m e d i c a l  p r o f ess i o na l  t o  
i nse r t t he ca t he te r t h r o u g h  t he w o m a n’s ce r v i c a l  o pe n i n g.

Ne ws from the Lesbian Mothers A ssociation

U P CO M I N G  M E ET I N G S:

For  the  k ids:   Sunday  September  16   at  10:30  a.m.: v isit  to  the 
Canadian  Rail way  M useum. 1 2 2-A  R u e  S t-P i e r re  i n  S t. C o ns ta n t.  C os t:  ad u l t s 
$6 an d k i d s $3. B y  ca r: ta k e t he C h a m p l a i n  B r i d ge t o  C a n d i a c an d  f o l l o w  r o u te 1 32 W es t. 
I n  S te. C a t he r i n e, t u r n  l e f t  (sou t h) o n t o  S t. P i e r re  S t r ee t.  A f t e r  ab o u t  2 m i n u t es, l o o k  f o r  
t he  m u se u m  o n  t he  l e f t  (east s i de  o f  t he  st ree t).  A b o u t  30 m i n u tes f r o m  d o w n t o w n.  B y  
p u b l i c  t ra ns i t  ca l l  C I T  R o u ss i l l o n  (450-638-203 1) f o r  i n f o r m a t i o n.

For  adults  only :  Saturday  September  22 at  8 pm :  General  Meeting 
t o  p l a n w h a t  w e ’ d  l i k e t o  d o  as a g r o u p  i n  t he u p c o m i n g  y ear. 240 1  C o u rs o l  (met r o  L i o n e l  
G r o u l x).

For  moms w ith  teenagers: a ne w  discussion  group ab o u t  i ss ues spec i f i c  
t o  tee na ge rs.   A  m ee t i n g  w i l l  b e  he l d  o n  Saturday  September  15.  F o r  m o r e 
i n f o r m a t i o n  p l ease  c o n ta c t  c o o r d i n a t o r  Sac ha  M a r t i n  a t  h o m e:  5 1 4-935-6725  o r  o n  he r  
ce l l  p h o ne: 5 1 4-570-0068. 

For  adults  only: Saturday  October  13 at  8  pm :  Discussion  group . 
T o p i c  :  Non-biological  moms  (expe r i e n ces,  r o l es,  p r o b l e ms,  d i f f e r e n ces …). 
B i o l o g i c a l  m o t h e rs a re a ls o i n v i t e d!  240 1  C o u rs o l  (met r o  L i o n e l  G r o u l x).

For  everyone: Last week-end of October: Hallo ween Party.  T i m e  an d  
p l a ce t o  be de te r m i n e d  (we’ l l  l e t y o u  k n o w  b y  t he en d  o f  Se p te m be r).

Bulletin Board

B i r t hs:

T o  S y l v i a  E d ge r t o n  an d  S y l v i e  G as c o n  a  ba b y  b o y,  Carl b o r n  A p r i l  200 1.   B r o t h e r  t o  
t he e x u be ra n t  Ju l i e n.
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I n  A p r i l  as w e l l : T o  Phe les h ia  H u d s o n  an d  D i a n e Ja mes o n  a ba b y  b o y  G raham .   L i t t l e 
b r o t he r t o  t he v e r y  a r t i s t i c  an d  c rea t i v e M e l i ssa.

C o n g ra t u l a t i o ns:

T o  H e a t he r  M u l l i n  o n  c o m p l e t i n g  he r  M a s te rs  D e g r ee  I n  S o c i a l  W o r k  at  M c G i l l  
U n i v e rs i t y.

A n d  t o  C a t he r i n e  D e r r y, as w e l l,  w h o  c o m p l e te d  he r  M a s t e rs  i n  E d u ca t i o n  at  C o n c o r d i a  
U n i v e rs i t y.

C o n g ra t u l a t i o ns an d  g o o d  l u c k  t o  L a u re n  B ea u c ha m p, a s i n g l e  m o m  w i t h  3 k i d s w h o  w as  
j us t ac ce p te d i n t o  t he R e c rea t i o na l  S c ie n ces p r o g r a m  at C o n c o r d i a, be g i n n i n g  t h i s f a l l.

W e l l  d o ne  t o  o u r  c o o r d i n a t o r  N i c o l e  Paq ue t te,  re ce n t l y  e le c te d  t o  t he  ad m i n i s t ra t i v e  
c o u nse ls  o f  b o t h  t he  Ta b l e  de  c o n ce r t a t i o n  des  ga is  e t  l esb i e n nes  d u  Q u e be c  an d  t he  
C e n t re c o m m u na u ta i r e des ga is e t l esb i e n nes de M o n t r éa l.  A  b us y  y ea r ahead.

H a p p y  B i r t h da y:

T o  o u r  s wee t  so n  L é o  Paq ue t t e-G r ee n ba u m,  3  y ea rs  o l d  o r  as  he  w o u l d  p oe t i c a l l y  sa y  
“ f ree y ea rs o de.” 

M o v e d:

B e t h  F os te r  an d  L e s l e y  F e l l o w s,  m o m s  t o  t he  ad o ra b l e  C a l e b,  m o v e d  l as t  Ju l y  t o  
P h i l i d e l p h i a.  B o t h  a re d o i n g  f e l l o w s h i p s an d  p l a n  t o  e ve n t ua l l y  (we h o pe!), c o m e  ba c k  t o  
C a na da t o p ra c t i c e.  T h e y  ca n be reac he d b y  e-m a i l  a t: f os te r be t h @ h o t m a i l.c o m

T h a n k-y o u:

M o n a  an d  N i c o l e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t ha n k  e ve r y o ne  w h o  he l pe d  o u t  w i t h  P r i d e  t h is  y ea r: 
A m y  B a r r a t t,  L a u r e n  B e a u c ha m p,  S y l v i a  E d ge r t o n,  S y l v i e  G as c o n,  P he l esh i a  H u d s o n, 
D i a ne Ja mes o n, D i a n e L a b e l l e, M a r y  L a m e y, E l y se L a v i g n e, 
M o n i c a Pe r ra z z o, Jac k i  P i n k s t o n, G a b r i e l  P i n k s t o ne, B r i g i t t e M a se l l a an d  t he t o ns o f  k i ds 
w h o  m a de i t  a l l  h a p pe n!!!
x o x  

The bulletin board is a free forum for members to communicate 
amongst each other.  If you want to post an announcement in the 
next  issue  please  send  it  to  us  at  any  time  to 
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monicole@citenet.net or by post to AML, 2401 Coursol, Montreal, 
Quebec, H3J 1C8.

IF you have something to advertise, sell,  rent or buy…anything 
where money must change hands, you can place an ad in the 
newsletter. Ads cost 20 cents per word.

12

mailto:monicole@citenet.net

	Bulletin Board

